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Holding on to a lifeline 

  

With the assault (and many more such incidences) that triggered the current Black Lives Matter 

protests in the United States (and similar events in Australia) caught on video, it is clear that access 

to the ability to make a video record of incidents of abuse and assault is crucial.  While body 

cameras and CCTV footage are becoming more widespread, smartphone footage has proved 

invaluable to shine a light on abuses of power, and hold perpetrators to account.  Human Rights 

For All has made a submission to the Senate's Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation 

Committee in regard to the government's push to amend the Migration Act to allow the phones 

of those detained in immigration prisons to be confiscated.  

 

Phones are a lifeline for those in detention, allowing them to contact their families (many of 

whom haven't seen them for years on end), legal representatives and advocates.  It is also a means 

of connecting with the outside world, and helps those who struggle with mental health issues, as 

well as providing entertainment and relaxing activities (watching movies, playing games) for 

people who are prevented from studying or otherwise occupying the long hours of doing nothing. 

 

HR4A also notes in our submission that the underlying reason stated by the government for 

needing to confiscate phones - that they are a means to conduct criminal activity in detention - 

should prompt a rethink of why asylum seekers and refugees are held in closed detention, when 

they could be in the community instead.  

 

You can also sign a Change.org petition here organised by our colleagues at the National Justice 

Project. 

  

 

Preventing an Indigenous death in custody 

  

Human Rights for All has taken on an indigenous client, who face deportation despite being 

recognised as a First Nations person.  Mr John Webster, born in New Zealand but with 

Indigenous heritage, has terminal cancer and wants to spend the remainder of his life being 

cared for by his family.  Instead, he is receiving what passes for palliative care in Villawood 

Detention Centre in Sydney.  

 

https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=f16b64026e&e=834170ee73
http://change.org/
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=96fbdca7c4&e=834170ee73


 

Mr Webster's partner is a member of the Stolen Generation, and his sister has no other family 

other than her brother.  The cruelty that decisions to detain inflicts on not only the person in 

detention but their family members is unnecessary and in this case in particular, incredibly 

painful and traumatic. 

 

With no deportations currently taking place due to the pandemic, Mr Webster exists in limbo, 

even though the High Court ruling in Love vs Commonwealth 2020 states that Aboriginal 

Australians cannot be regarded as aliens, and as such, cannot be deported.  We took Mr 

Webster's case to the Federal Court, which found he was biologically Aboriginal, but as he had 

not been recognised by the elders of his biological group, he remained subject to detention. 

 

Our petition to free Mr Webster has garnered over 65,000 signatures - please join us in 

supporting him to be released from detention to the love and care of his family. 

  

 

 

Fighting to retain Australian citizenship from half a world away 

  

Stuck in limbo in Al Hawl refugee camp in Syria, an Australian-born woman is challenging the 

Minister for Home Affairs through the High Court to ensure that she retains her Australian 

citizenship, and by association, that her two infant children, born in Syria, are eligible for 

Australian citizenship.  Human Rights For All and noted barrister Ron Merkel are representing 

the family. 

 

This very complex case is likely to prove to be a landmark one, as there are still many other 

young women in similiar legal limbo stranded in grim refugee camps with small children, at risk 

of disease and death from lack of food, medical care and cramped, unsanitary conditions.  It 

challenges the notion that "that automatic removal of citizenship is akin to parliament judging 

criminal guilt and imposing a punishment, in breach of the separation of powers".  You can read 

more about this case in this recentGuardian article. 

 

Afghan interpreter an ally and hero to Australian soldiers, but held in 

detention in Australia  

  

"Peter", an Afghani interpreter who assisted Allied troops and NGOs in Afghanistan, fled to 

Australia when the Taliban learned of his activities and targeted him.  Peter was initially 

granted a visa and lived in the Australian community, but his anxiety about the fate of his wife 

https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=39dd4d9aa5&e=834170ee73
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=2bfe83933b&e=834170ee73


 

and young family whom he had left behind pushed him into a mental health crisis, during 

which he committed a crime that saw him lose his visa and end up back in detention. 

 

With no overseas deportations due to the pandemic, and deportations to Afghanistan being rare 

occurrences anyway, Peter remains unable to assist his family from detention.  His pain at being 

separated from his wife and children, and being unable to support them, is immense.  We will 

keep fighting for Peter's legal rights through the courts - if you can help us bring attention to his 

situation by signing this Change.org petition, we would greatly appreciate it. Peter was involved 

in the fight against the Taliban, and now he needs our support. 

 

 

"Sultan" to feature on SBS Insight program  

  

"Sultan", one of the two Saudi journalists who fled their home when their same-sex relationship 

was outed to their families by authorities, will feature on an episode of SBS's Insight, its current 

affairs ideas forum highlighting unique human stories.  The episode, which screens on Tuesday 

16 June at 8.30pm, focuses on "Forbidden Love" which "explore(s) why some loving 

relationships are frowned upon, and in some cases even considered illegal, and what lasting 

effects having a forbidden relationship can have on the couple and those around them".  If you 

miss the episode on Tuesday, you can watch it here at SBS On Demand. 

 

An update on BAL19 

As you may remember from our April newsletter, on 24 December 2019, Human Rights for All 

and our friends and clients received an early Christmas present.  Justice Rares, of the Federal 

Court of Australia, handed down judgment in BAL19 v Minister for Home Affairs [2019] FCA 

2189 (BAL19).  BAL19 created new law that impacts thousands of refugees, particularly those in 

detention.  BAL19 provides that low level character concerns (ie mental health issues and low 

level criminal records) cannot be used against a refugee to deny them a visa.  This reflects the 

position of the Refugee Convention, and complies with international law. 

  

The Ministers for Home Affairs and Immigration have appealed the judgment in BAL19 through 

multiple court actions.  We continue to fight these actions, and bring news one to enforce the 

current state of the law.  Last Wednesday 10 June 2020, the Federal Court again handed down 

judgment confirming the validity of BAL19.  Once again, the Ministers have appealed, and we 

are back in Court to ensure the Ministers comply with law.   

  

The Courts have been particularly scathing of the Ministers' approach to the decision in BAL19.  

https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=087c3bd72f&e=834170ee73
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=d8476ef950&e=834170ee73
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=3950e6688c&e=834170ee73
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=8152e61d51&e=834170ee73


 

  

"Irrespective of whether the Respondent Ministers consider the decision to be “plainly wrong”, 

and irrespective of any personal assessment by the Respondent Ministers as to their prospects of 

success on appeal, the decision in BAL19 represents the law which those Ministers are bound to 

apply.  A course not open to the Respondent Ministers, but a course which they seem to 

unlawfully and repeatedly persist in pursuing, is to continue to administer the law on their own 

understanding of what the law is (or what it “should be”), and not as settled in BAL19, or to 

equally unlawfully administer the law in a manner which they hope will be settled by the Full 

Court on appeal." 

 

HR4A in the time of Covid-19 

  

While the world around us has been operating in a strange new manner, our clients have still 

been stuck in detention, and their cases have been hampered in some instances by delays as 

courts have moved to online operations.  Alison and the team have been largely been working 

remotely, but as restrictions are now starting to ease, we have been able to get together a bit 

more regularly, which has been great for our morale.  

 

We remain concerned at the ongoing risks that our clients face in detention, where physical 

distancing is virtually impossible, and the potential for a Covid-19 outbreak to wreak havoc is 

still high.  Our other Change.org petition #SaferAtHome is still running, and has received nearly 

55,000 signatures.  You can add yours here. 

 

Human Rights For All can always use your support, in many ways.  We acknowledge that with 

widespread job losses in the community that financially supporting charities has now become 

difficult or impossible for many, but anything you can spare is always greatly appreciated, both 

by us and by our clients, who you are directly helping through your donation, either once-off or 

monthly. 

 

Visit our website to donate online – www.hr4a.com.au 

  

Donate via bank transfer: 

Account name: Human Rights For All 

BSB: 082-057 

Account number: 36-732-6058 

  

Contact us at: communications@hr4a.com.au 

https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=f0342d7a4c&e=834170ee73
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=8d2d160e03&e=834170ee73
http://change.org/
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=6cfbd2c9e1&e=834170ee73
https://hr4a.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f166ff8efc02baa6e40fe834&id=7119dd3088&e=834170ee73
mailto:communications@hr4a.com.au


 

  

Your support, as always, is greatly appreciated.  Please stay well!  

  
 

 

Copyright © 2020 Human Rights for All, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Human Rights for All 

PO Box 391 

Lindfield, NSW  2070 

Australia 
 

 

 


