A Shared Path
"I honour the path each person is on. I believe that all of our prayer
paths lead to the Great Mystery, or Spirit, or God." - Mary Thunder
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“Take Some, Leave Some” by Rolf Beck
We say farewell, Kathleen Hamilton, John Hutcheson
and Charmayne Drew
Make a Difference out West
“What the Bible has to say about Black Anger” by Esau McCaulley
And much more – despite the pandemic!

From the Editor’s Desk
To get through this pandemic we need to
follow the rules that keep us and others safe.
We need to adjust our lifestyle; but we needn’t
sacrifice our community or our faith.
Our church isn’t meeting? That’s not true. We
are simply not meeting in the church building.
But ‘church’ is much more than a building.
The church is the whole body of Christian
believers. We might even say it’s the body of Christ. And the heartbeat of that body
pulses on, pandemic or not. This edition of ‘A Shared Path’ is full of examples of
just how our church is continuing to meet. And how it is connecting with the wider
community.
Our online playgroups and our partnership with UnitingWorld have even been
picked up by Insights, the Synod magazine. Angela Cadena, part of the Synod
communications team, looked at our website and discovered that we had managed
to shift our playgroups to an online version. Well done, Nicola and Courtney!
So don’t let the pandemic stop you being active – now more than ever, we need to
speak up and act together for the more vulnerable in our community! Have a look
at what we’re involved in, follow the links, sign up, join in, share on your networks.
Here are just some of the current actions and how you can be involved.
One significant way you can be involved is by joining a Zoom quiz to raise funds
to assist the people of Kiribati to equip the church and its leaders to be able to engage
effectively in conversations about gender, domestic violence, child abuse and
exploitation with families within their communities. See page 12.
In this edition of ‘A Shared Path’, we celebrate the 100 th birthday of Alec Connor
while we mourn the passing of Kathleen Hamilton, John Hutcheson and Charmayne
Drew. Here are four people who have meant a great deal to the folk at GPUC over
quite a few years. We celebrate with Alec and we give thanks for Kathleen, John
and Charmayne. We are grateful for all their contributions to our community and
we pray for them, their relatives and their friends at this time.

Rev Paul Swadling
The deadline for contributions to the December issue is Friday 27th November.
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ABOUT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH

We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open
community.
Minister of the Word

Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201
steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au

Church Council Chair

Lloyd Robinson

Council Secretary

David Turner

Family Workers

Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633
Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981
Office Managers

Natasha Radley, Pymble (9 – 3, Mon, Tues & Thurs)
(02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au
Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Mon – Fri)
(02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES
During the social isolation brought on by Covid-19, GPUC worship services are
available each Sunday on YouTube. The links to these services are available from
Nicola, Lesley or Natasha (listed above) and the services may be viewed at any
time on the respective Sundays or afterwards.
WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH:
Many of our regular programs and activities may be joined online by using Zoom.
For details see pages 19 – 22.
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From the Minister’s Keyboard
What’s still useful?
A friend on Facebook started a lighthearted post entitled, “Things that have become
useless during Covid…” So far people have listed
• café loyalty cards
• strong manly handshakes
• Opal travel cards.
I suggested dress pants and
maybe ironing (though I
occasionally still iron a shirt
especially when recording a
service!)
The pandemic has certainly
changed the way we operate,
and even in the church there
are lots of things that don’t
seem as important for now,
such as:
• hymn books
• church rosters (was that a cheer I heard?)
• ensuring a good Sunday morning car park.
But other things, despite the changes, remain vital for us people of faith. Let me
suggest a few.
1. Worship. Whether it is on screen or paper, “doing” worship is a vital
community activity. Worship tells us who we are; it reminds us of our
relationship with the Sacred and provides the perspective that we are not
isolated individuals but part of God’s family. Hopefully, worship puts us in a
more deliberate space for listening for God’s word to us. And in this time when
we cannot be together, I sense that our Sunday worship is playing a role in
holding us as a community at Gordon-Pymble.
2. Mission. As we originally slowly went into lockdown and stopped in-person
worship, I was so pleased the Church Council maintained an outward
perspective, thinking creatively how we could continue to support our
partners. God’s mission doesn’t stop when things get a bit difficult; indeed it
could be argued that external challenges call us to be more focused on those
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in need. I remain especially encouraged, for instance, by our strong support of
Exodus and Lifeline. Giving in any way takes the focus of ourselves and
reminds us of the power of love.
3. Personal contact. I think it is fair to say the more we feel isolated, the more it
means to receive a call or a visit. Again, I have been most encouraged to hear
of the warm support and care that continues to occur across our congregation.
Regular loving visits, practical acts, genuine care shown – these are the mortar
that holds us together as ‘living stones’ making us into a ‘building’ to hold the
praise of God. (I think that sounds like 1 Peter in the Bible.)
There are plenty of other things that remain vital for our Christian community. What
would you add to this list? If you email me suggestions I will list them in the
Lockdown Lowdown.
Blessings to all,

Rev Steve Aynsley
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ALEC CONNOR
TURNS 100!
This month Alec Connor will celebrate his
100th birthday! His son, Murray, provided the
following bio.
Alec was born in Parkes on 17th September,
1920 and grew up on the family farm at Ootha.
He did primary school by correspondence and
then boarded while he attended Orange High
School, being Boys Captain in 1937. He moved to Brisbane in 1938, gaining
employment as an auditor, and joined the army in 1940. He travelled to Libya where
he was captured by German forces in March 1941, spending the remainder of the
war as a prisoner in Italy, Yugoslavia and Austria.
In December 1946 he married Rona Scriven and shared 63 years with her, having
two sons and a daughter (since deceased), living in Brisbane, Suva and Melbourne
while employed in the oil industry before retiring to Tweed Heads. They moved to
West Pymble in 2001 to be closer to their sons and joined the Pymble Uniting
Church at that time.
He has four grandchildren in Australia and two living in the UK. There are three
great-grand sons in the UK, and a great-grand daughter in Australia.

Happy 100th Birthday, Alec, from all your
friends at Gordon Pymble Uniting Church!!
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My Ecumenical Story by Ian Pearson
It was when Bruce Mansfield returned
from Oslo, Norway, where he had been
representing the Presbyterian Church in
New South Wales at the World Conference
of Christian Youth in 1947, and reported
back to the Church and the Fellowship
Union, that I was first bitten by the
ecumenical bug, and it has not let go of me
ever since.
Bruce reported to a full Ferguson Hall
below St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church in
Macquarie Street, Sydney.
It was a
strange feeling when Bruce finished.
Instead of prolonged applause, which would have been justified, there was silence,
everybody was so impressed with the message he wove.
The following year saw a meeting of the World Council of Churches.
I was an active Fellowshipper, member of the State Executive Council as the
Visitation and Extension Convener and later President of the State body.
After this I was instrumental in setting up the New South Wales Christian Youth
Council which had representatives from the Anglican, Methodist, Congregational,
Presbyterian and Baptist Churches, but also the Greek Orthodox Church, the
Australian Student Christian Movement, the YWCA and the YMCA.
We organised a study camp with the Reverend Bert Wyllie as Chief Speaker. He
was a leading Methodist and Master of Wesley College in the University of Sydney.
He represented the Methodist Church on the Australian Council of Churches
(ACC), and was Chairman for some time. He invited me to join the ACC to
represent the youth of the Churches and I spent about three years doing this.
During this period (late 1950’s) there was a visit to Australia of a team from the
World Council of Churches and I was heavily involved in arranging this visit and
organising for its members to preach in a variety of Churches including St Andrew’s
Cathedral in Sydney.
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Not long after, Bert probably finished his Presidency. In any case I had been elected
federal President of the Australian Veterinary Association. So I resigned from the
ACC.
We had bought a house in Pymble. Our two boys were starting to be more active
so Judith and I moved our Church membership from St Stephen’s, Sydney to
Pymble Presbyterian Church in 1958. A city Church is not ideal for a young family.
Fortunately, in recent years the Roman Catholic Church has joined with the other
churches and I have had the privilege of joining in worship with them.
As a former staff member of the (then) Australian Council of Churches, I’m always
delighted when people become enthusiastic about the ecumenical movement.
Thanks for sending this story, Ian. And thank you too for sending the following story
about your older brother, Keith. Editor

The Reverend Keith D Pearson
B.Sc, B.Ed, M.Ed(Boston), Dip.Ed
After winning a University of Sydney prize in
Mathematics, Keith taught Maths in NSW high
schools for seven years before deciding to follow his
father into the Presbyterian ministry.
Our father, the Rev. E David Pearson was Australian
Inland Mission Padre based on Carnarvon WA and
serving the huge area of the Gasgoyne River
watershed before becoming a suburban Minister at
Mount Lawley, Perth. He was Moderator of the
Church in Western Australia before returning to NSW
and the parish of Manilla where he died at age 37 after
a short ministry.
During Keith’s teaching period he obtained his first
education degree by correspondence from the University of Melbourne. He was
Travelling Secretary for the Presbyterian Fellowship Union for three years from
1954 before being inducted into his only parish at Ballina-Alstonville in northern
NSW. After three years he was asked to join the Joint Board of Religious Education
in Melbourne.
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The Board produced Christian study material for the Methodist, Congregational and
Presbyterian Churches in Australia and New Zealand, and also the Anglican Church
in NZ. His appointment was Federal Director of Christian Education for the
Presbyterian Church. Keith worked at the Joint Board for nineteen years, the last
five as co-Director of the Joint Board of Christian Education. The job required a
variety of skills and lots of diplomacy. He was a meticulous writer, editor and
educator. He took Sabbatical leave in 1969-70 to study for a Master of Education
in Adult Education in Boston Massachusetts, USA.
In 1980 Keith became Director of Continuing Education for Ministry and Principal
of Otira, a large house in Kew. He and the Otira Council worked to convince
ministers that finishing Theological College was not the end of learning. Keith had
a wide range of interests and experience and many contacts with people willing to
help. Short courses were organised in areas such as group work, conflict handling,
assisting lay preachers and worship leaders, improving pastoral skills and spiritual
retreats. Keith wrote and talked about prayer and meditation. He was a great hymn
writer and wrote hymns around the Assembly’s “Forward Together” program. One
of his hymns is in our current hymnary. No. 391 in Together in Song, it is “Come,
God’s people, sing for joy”. In retirement he was active in University of the Third
Age and led courses in Group Dynamics.
By Ian Pearson
Ian also sent me a poem written by the Rev Keith Pearson which, I think, has a
direct relevance to these ‘unprecedented’ times in which we are living.

Listen
When you listen you affirm me,
but your listening must be real:
sensitive and serious,
not looking busily around,
not with a worried or distracted frown,
not preparing what you will say next,
but giving me your full attention.
You are telling me that I am a person of value,
important and worth listening to,
one with whom you will share yourself.
10

I have ideas to share,
feelings which too often I keep to myself,
deep questions which struggle inside me for answers.
I have hopes only tentatively acknowledged
which are not easy to share,
and pain and guilt and fear I try to stifle.
These are sensitive areas and a real part of me,
but it takes courage to confide in another.
I need to listen too if we are to come close.
How can I tell you I understand?
I can show interest with my eyes or an occasional word,
attuned to pick up not only the spoken words,
but also the glimmer of a smile,
a look of pain, the hesitation, the struggle
which may suggest something as yet too deep for words.
So let us take time together,
respecting the other’s freedom,
encouraging without hurrying,
understanding that some things may never be brought to light,
but others may emerge if given time.
Each, through this listening, enriches the other
with the priceless gift of intimacy.

Keith Pearson, Melbourne, Australia
Copyright 1977. Permission is given to reproduce for free distribution or to
publish in a periodical with this acknowledgement.
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A Trivia Quiz
on Zoom!
A Fundraiser for
Kiribati…

Our
Community
Connections
Committee is inviting everyone to join us on Zoom for a Trivia Quiz to raise funds
for Kiribati. The quiz will be held on

Sunday 27th September @ 2pm
Please register before 18th September – email to nicola@gpuc.org.au or ring the
church office – 9983 9879. You can register in teams of 6, or just register and we’ll
place you in a team. If you feel it’s safe to do so, you might like to invite a few
friends (your team of 6) to join you for lunch on the day and you can then compete
as a team. After you have registered you will be sent details of how to donate. If
you don’t ‘Zoom’, you can participate by mail – tell us when you register.
The entry fee for the quiz is $20 per person. Or, if you would like to, we invite you
to give a larger sum. This quiz is part of our partnership with UnitingWorld to
support the people of Kiribati.
Together, we are currently in the second
phase of this project with the Women’s
Fellowship and Kiribati Uniting Church,
which consists of resourcing Pacific
Gender Equality Theology training for
leaders across the church, women’s
fellowship and youth groups.
Too many women in Kiribati have been
subject to family violence. The aim of the project is to shift the patriarchal paradigm
and equip the church and its leaders to be able to engage effectively in conversations
about gender, domestic violence, child abuse and exploitation with families within
their communities. Our partners have identified this as an important part of building
safe families in Kiribati.

So, come along! Won’t you!
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Farewell, Kathleen Hamilton

A Thanksgiving Service for Kathleen Hamilton’s life was held at Gordon Uniting
Church on Friday 7th August. In this ‘unprecedented’ time the service was attended
by a gathering of family and friends, all wearing face masks.
Kath was a loving and greatly loved member of the Gordon Church, her ‘spiritual
home’ for more than fifty years, where she helped to establish the Centre for Leisure
and Learning, now the Uniting Gordon Community Centre. Throughout her life
Kath was committed to the Methodist/Uniting Church. From 1977 to 1990 she
served as an Elder and member of Parish Council.
Kath was a pioneer in the
field of social work. In
March 1947, after three
years of study, she began her
professional career as an
Almoner (medical social
worker) at Sydney Hospital.
After time as a social worker
in London and Glasgow and
a social work representative on missions to Indonesia and Thailand, she retired from
Sydney Hospital in 1982. Following this, she was appointed to
13

the Social Security Appeals Tribunal of NSW, a position she held for four years.
Following this, she worked part time for seven years at Ashfield Presbyterian Home
for Aged Persons.
In 1965 Kath had
married
Rev
Norman Kline, a
Chaplain at Sydney
Hospital.
After
Norman
passed
away peacefully in
1992 at the age of
100, she married
Robert
(Bob)
Hamilton in 1993.
After 16 wonderful
years with Bob, he
died peacefully in
2009.
Well into her 80’s, Kathleen maintained her strong interest in and connections
within the social work profession. She was appreciated by the folk at Gordon
Methodist then Uniting Church for her leadership and loving kindness. On a
personal note, Kath was an enthusiastic supporter of Janet and myself when we went
to Tonga in 2012 to work for the Free Wesleyan Church. Kath had a deep interest
in humanity and a passion for life. She leaves a lasting legacy for us all. Editor (with
assistance from the bio in the Order of Service for Kath’s Thanksgiving Service)
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Farewell, John Hutcheson
John Hutcheson has been a regular on our
Zoom Morning Teas and other online events
during Covid and his involvement at Pymble
stretches back over 40 years. His professional
insight and regular work belied his 92 years.
For his dedication, John was awarded the
Military Cross. We uphold Pauline and her
family in prayer.
John’s funeral was held at Pymble Uniting
Church on 27th August. The following is an
excerpt from the eulogy delivered by John’s
son, Malcolm. Editor
My father was born in Townsville in 1927 and
grew up with his sister, Jean, in Newcastle
before joining the Army in 1945. He met my Mother, Pauline, in 1962 and they
have remained happily together for over half a century raising five children, nine
grandchildren and one great grandchild.
He saw a lot during his lifetime: a depression, World War, social change of the
1960s, the recession of the 1970s, the end of the Cold War, and now a pandemic.
Everywhere he went something happened.
He went to Korea in 1952 and the fighting increased.
He went to Hungary in 1956 and the Russians invaded.
He went to India in 1984 and the Prime Minister was assassinated.
He went to China in 1989 and Tiananmen Square occurred.
Few of us will ever experience as many adventures as that.
Duty, courage, commitment, hard work, integrity, respect, responsibility and
thriftiness are all the qualities that my father not only held in high esteem but
practised every day. He was a serious and disciplined man, but he could never resist
the opportunity to have a bit of a laugh (sometimes at his own expense).
Dad was committed to hard work and the organisations he belonged to, some that
are represented here today.
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His life revolved around family and his responsibilities as the clan chief. Once he
graduated from Duntroon he would send half his pay back to his mother to assist
his sister, Jean, to go through Teachers College. He ensured that all his children had
a good education and start in life, in more recent years he began to mentor us.
While in Vietnam he would write a letter to each child to remind us to be good to
our mother and siblings or, in Tiffany’s case, “I was very pleased with your exam
results and hope you are balancing them with developing your character” and
“please try to spell each word better”. Good advice for an 8-year-old.
He did mellow a bit when the grandchildren arrived, often spending time interacting
with each one via email, phone or at home.
I think all of us have felt that his camera always appeared at the wrong time. But in
his way he recorded all of those key events in our lives blending into the background
ensuring the focus was on us not him.
And who will forget that he always had a question to ask! Questions that were so
analytical and challenging to answer that sometimes they stumped you even when
you were the one that knew about the subject and not him.
In the end however it was my Mother, Pauline, who was the ‘rock’ in his life and
his reason for being. As Auntie Jean wrote in an email last week ‘your mother was
the best thing that happened to your father’. In those letters from Vietnam he would
remind all the children to ‘look after mummy’.
In years to come each of us will find something that reconnects us to my Father.
When that happens, his sprit will be rekindled in our hearts and we will be reminded
of just how wonderful a brother, husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather,
work colleague, fellow parishioner and mate he was
to all of us.
“We will carry his heart; we will carry it in our
hearts.”
To our Clan Chief we will ‘never ever give up’.
Dad has gone out on his last patrol.
Rest in peace, dad, your job is done.
Major John M Hutcheson MC in a newspaper
article circa 1955.
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Farewell, Charmayne Drew
We have been saddened by the
sudden death of Charmayne Drew.
Charmayne was part of the Gordon
Church, the Friday Night Bible
Study,
the
Uniting
Gordon
Community Centre and the Stitching
Plus Group with whom she
effortlessly knitted many Wrap with
Love squares and loved chatting as
she did so.
Charmayne was the much-loved
sister of Virginia, Sharon and
Anthony, an auntie to Adam,
Shannon, Amy and Mitchell and a grand-aunt to Harry, Charlie, Skylah, William
and Lachlan. Charmayne was also a treasured friend to so many.
At the service to celebrate Charmayne’s life at Gordon Uniting Church on Monday
31st August, friends and family wore Charmayne’s favourite colour, blue.
Charmayne’s sister, Sharon, spoke at her funeral. The following is an excerpt from
what Sharon had to say. Editor
Charmayne would not want us to be sad. She would want us to remember her and
the influence she had on us. Because she did influence so many. It must be
thousands of 3-5 year olds that she influenced and moulded over her many years of
teaching preschool. And they adored her. I know this because I have seen and read
the many cards that they gave her. And which she kept all these years.
I have spoken to many of you over the past fortnight and the words that I have heard
used to describe Charmayne are words such as polite, respectful, considerate, loyal,
kind hearted, soft hearted, thoughtful, happy and always trying to look on the bright
side .
In the words of her Financial adviser, Angus, who could not be here today:
“Charmayne enriched all of those she touched and her memory will always be
cherished by those who loved her as you all do”.
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Charmayne went to Ravenswood from Kinder to Year 2, then PLC from Year 3 to
Year 12 (or 6th Form as it used to be called in the old days).
In the school holidays we would go to the Molesworth tennis “camp” at Lindfield.
Here you got to play tennis, squash, table tennis and other games. There were
awards for sporting achievement, leadership and sportsmanship. I know C won the
sportsmanship award at least once. She was always a good sport.
After school, Charmayne went to the Sydney Kindergarten Teachers College and
studied for her Diploma of Teaching (Early Childhood) and then Graduate Diploma
in Educational Studies.
She then went on to teach at preschools at various locations around Sydney.
Campbelltown, inner city, and the northside. Influencing and guiding the minds of
thousands of little humans.
Charmayne was a wonderful auntie to her niblings (nieces and nephews) and
‘gruntie’ to her grand-niblings.
She was always more than willing to cuddle them as babies, foster their interests
and take them places if they were in Sydney. She was also a great help to me in
suggesting books and toys for Amy when she was little.
She enjoyed being a ‘gruntie’ – knitting lots of garments for the grand niblings and
delighting in seeing photos of them wearing her creations.
Sharon said Charmayne also had a hidden secret. She was a ‘Trekkie’. She loved
the Star Wars movies and, after her death, Sharon found in a drawer in Charmayne’s
home a quote from a Star Wars character which said, “I have been and always will
be your friend”.
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Uniting Gordon Community Centre
News from the lockdown
It has now been over twenty weeks since the Community Centre went into
lockdown, and we have not been able to meet face-to-face on Friday mornings for
all that time.
We are missing seeing you, and we are missing the buzz and chatter at the Centre,
with groups busy and enjoying the activity and being together.
We are also concerned that we don’t lose the connections that have been built up
over many years, and so we would be glad to hear from you – about how you are
getting on – about any new ways that you have found to keep connected with others,
and about any ways that we can help you to stay connected with the Community
Centre.
We are happy to share the good news of some of the things that have been
happening. Thanks to the initiative and creativity of our Community Coordinator,
Lesley Burt, we have received a grant of $5000 from Ku-ring-gai Council to help
our outreach initiatives during the Covid-19 lockdown. With these funds we have
been able to offer Zoom classes in Art, Yoga, Gentle Exercise, and Cooking. We
have also reached out to people who are isolated with small ‘goody bags’, and have
letterbox dropped in the Gordon-Pymble area with two different postcards, letting
people know that we are ‘Thinking of You’, and ‘Caring for You’.

The iso-journal of our artist, Jeanie Atkinson, has kept us entertained and
inspired over the past months – more than 140 days in fact! Each day Jeanie has
shared a sketch, inspired by her life in lockdown, and her creative imagination.
They are posted to our Facebook page for all to share and enjoy.
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The Walking Group has met a few times, but has decided that it will wait until
things are safer before continuing to walk each week. Thank you to Ros for keeping
in contact with our Walking Group.
The Current Affairs Group meets by Zoom each week – and our thanks to Paul,
Richard and Peter for continuing to find topics to stimulate discussion and keep
people connected.
The Computer Group has been meeting by Zoom – and in these computerdependent days, it is more relevant than ever to have our computers and iPads
working well to keep us in touch with each other and our community.
Coffee and Chat: The opportunity to connect by Zoom for a chat at 4 pm on
Mondays and Wednesdays is still available, and we will continue to offer this as
long as we feel that it’s needed. If you would like to chat in the afternoon, on those
days, the Zoom link is https://zoom.us/j/306846915 Meeting ID: 306 846 915
I’m aware that so much of this newsletter is telling you about ways that in these
times we are connected by using computers, iPads and iPhones. But this may not
be for you, and I’m thinking of our Mahjong group, and others who rely so much
on being together, face-to-face.
We would love to hear from you – please take the time to give me or Lesley a ring,
or send us a note to let us know how you are. Our phone and contact details are
below, and we will be glad to hear from you.
Sue Conde: 0412 117076, sconde@bigpond.net.au
Lesley Burt: 0480 223981, lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au

Congregational Meeting by

Zoom!

On Sunday, 16th August, we held an historical first, with a Congregational Meeting
conducted on Zoom. What was even more extraordinary was that we had almost
70 members of the congregation present on the Zoom meeting. We've had some
positive feedback from people, expressing their appreciation that they could
participate in the meeting, especially from some people who are not presently in
Sydney.
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The Congregational Meeting gave many of our members the opportunity to talk for
the first time about a new program for younger people led by a new minister which
the Church Council had been considering. The meeting gave people the opportunity
to express a range of views. However, the Council was pleased with the support this
project received. Photo by John Buchanan.
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Take Some,
Leave Some

By Rolf Beck
Our community garden in the back
yard of the Gordon Uniting Church has been in existence for about a year. It began
from a grant from Stocklands and as a vehicle for North Sydney TAFE to train
young people in gardening and plant propagation.
As educational institutions only operate during term time a small group from the
Community Centre and church have stepped in to maintain the plantings during the
hot Summer months and more recently during the Covid-19 lockdown.
Our group of local volunteers, Lyn, Sue, Mary, Rae and myself have been meeting
monthly to look after our patch. This has included sowing seed for rocquette lettuce,
leaf lettuce, radishes, carrots, cress and spring onion as well as planting flowers like
snap dragons, nasturtiums and English daisies to bring in bees. We have
successfully competed against wildlife predators, possums, brush turkeys, slugs and
slaters by netting our two garden beds which means we don’t use harmful
chemicals.
Our gardening efforts in the bare patch of ground in front of the church
cover fertilising, light mulching and sowing nasturtiums, thank you Rae. TAFE
have also planted marigolds seedlings. We look forward to a much greener space
welcoming people to church.
We have contacted Jocelyn Chenu, the Ku-ring-ai Council Bushcare/Street Care
and Plant Officer to come to advise us on the front garden. She may even be able to
donate some plants from the Council Nursery. Unfortunately, Covid-19 has
prevented Jocelyn from visiting us.
Fortunately, we are once again getting visits from Paul, Miriam and a group of
young TAFE people. There are plans for an extra bed and mulching containers.
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We plan to plant or sow herb and salad greens and small plants for our spring and
Summer seasons. Any suggestions from our readership as to what to plant or what
they may want would be greatly appreciated.
Finally, come and pick the lettuce, rocquette and cress. Please bring some scissors
to harvest, don’t pull on the plants as it kills them.
And remember, “Take Some, Leave Some”
Rolf Beck is a neighbour of the Gordon Church who, with his wife Marjorie, has
become involved in the Current Affairs Group on Friday mornings and the
Conversations Group on Tuesday evenings. Rolf also spends a good deal of time
looking after our gardens. Thank you, Rolf. Editor

Join Lesley Burt on Zoom
Some community activities have continued at GPUC despite the pandemic. Lesley
Burt has provided the following outlines of the groups in which she shares:
1. Mask Making Zoom Workshop
We recently held our first mask making workshop and
had 7-8 people participate. Some of these people had
dropped into the church and picked up mask making kits
beforehand and then attended the session. We still have
a small amount of mask making kits available please
contact me if interested. We are looking at holding
another zoom session in a couple of weeks.
Thanks to Andrew Cripwell’s research we are starting
an initiative to make cloth masks and donate them to the
Exodus Foundation for people in need. We invite
community sewers to help with the project.
For those non-sewers, we are also seeking
donations of disposable masks please
2.

Zoom Cooking Class

As part of our ‘Caring for You’ initiative we
teamed with a Playgroup grandparent to
deliver 6 cooking sessions. Marie received
some lovely comments
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“Marie was very personable and down to earth. She made the cooking classes easy
to follow so I felt confident to give the recipes a go.”
“The interaction- she's a lovely happy sharing lady and good ideas.”
We had twelve people enrolled in this class and around six regular attenders.
3. Yoga and Chat Weekly Zoom Classes
Our Yoga classes have been very popular and well attended with 8-9 participants
each week and eleven enrolled overall. This class was funded by the Ku-ring-gai
Council and will continue until the end of September. The teacher is Liz from Kuring-gai Yoga and is a Pymble tenant.
4. ‘Art for Fun’ Zoom Classes
These new Art classes are conducted by
a new teacher Denise Painter. ‘Art for
Fun’ is again funded by the local
Council grant and will continue until
late September. These classes have six
to seven regular participants. Here is
just one image from the class:
5. Gentle Exercise Zoom classes.
Gentle Exercise is conducted by Justine
from Pound Fitness- another one of our tenants. This class has been funded by the
local Council and the same as above will continue until late September. This class
has 4-5 regular attenders.
6. Community Garden
The TAFE class has resumed a couple of weeks ago and all members including the
teacher are pleased to be back. Recently we received a Stockland grant which will
enable us to purchase materials to build a third garden bed.

Or join other groups on Zoom…
Many of us are staying connected through Zoom. Note new time for afternoon teas
Monday and Wednesday at 4pm, Tuesday Conversations, Book Club, Punch,
Computer classes, Bible Studies, Playgroups etc. If you would like help connecting
on the Zoom app, please get in touch with Lesley - her phone number is 0480 223
981 or email lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au.
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ZOOM MEETINGS
GROUP

TIME & DAY

HOST

Daily Coffee & Chat

4pm Mon and Wed

Mon- Sue Conde
Wed- Kerry Blight

Check-in for Playgroup 10am Mon,
families
11am Tues and Wed,
12.30pm Thursday
Gordon Book Club

8pm 1st Mon of month

Mon & Thurs - Courtney
Tues & Wed – Nicola
Peter Norman & Lyn
McLennan

Tuesday Conversations 7.30pm Tuesday

Nicola & Rev Steve

Thursday Bible Studies 10.30am Thursday

Sue Conde

Community Centre
Computer Classes

9am Friday

Bruce Kwong

Current Affairs

10am Friday

Paul, Peter & Richard

Sunday Morning Tea

10.30am Sunday

Rev Steve Aynsley

PUNCH

6pm Sunday

Check-in for Playgroup Families
It is term 3 and we are online. We have some specialist teachers helping us this term.
Denise Painter has taken 3 Art sessions. On Wednesday 16th and 23rd September we
will have a Poundfit class- drum workout lead by Justine.
We had made specific sessions focus on different activities. Mondays and
Thursdays focus on craft, Tuesdays StoryTime plus, Wednesday, fitness and dance.
You can come anytime and for any amount of time. You can come even if your
child/grandchild is not with you. Courtney will be hosting on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays and Nicola on Tuesdays.

We would love to meet up with you on Zoom. To join us, contact Lesley
Burt on 0480 223 981 or email lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au.
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Face to Face Mask Making
On Wednesday 5th August Janet
Scott, Judy Elmslie, Rosemary
Watson and Dianne Wilkinson got
together for the first time at Janet’s
home to start making some masks.
Like the masks being made by
Lesley Burt’s Zoom group, the
masks made by this group will also
go to the Exodus Foundation for
people in need.
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Emergency food assistance for
Exodus Foundation and Lifeline
At this ‘unprecedented’
time we remain happy to
receive donations of staple
food items which are
going to Exodus and
Lifeline on a regular
basis. Both our sites have
drop oﬀ boxes
available at anytime so it’s easy to keep social distance by dropping oﬀ as you
drive through!
At Pymble, the food box is near the front door. A dedicated person will also be
there from 10 - 11 am on Tuesdays and Thursdays if you need assistance.
At Gordon a labelled box is left outside next to the door with access from the
carpark. Nicola will be available from 10 - 11 am on Wednesdays and Fridays if
assistance is required.

My Aged Care Services
In February we had a Breakfast Forum presentation by the CEO of KNC, Michele
Bell, when she talked about My Aged Care Services. Recently we have been
collaborating with KNC on funding submissions. To better understand the needs of
our church and community membership, for both ourselves and KNC, Lesley Burt
invited people to complete a questionnaire about their connection with My Aged
Care Services.
All information collected is being kept private and will only be shared as statistical
data.
My Aged Care provides:
•
•
•
•

information on the different types of aged care services available
an assessment of needs to identify eligibility and the right type of care
referrals and support to find service providers that can meet your needs
information on what you might need to pay towards the cost of your care.
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Conundrum
Here is a puzzle for you to contemplate while you are apart from everything in this
‘unprecedented’ time. (I had to look at it three times.) Editor
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE OUT WEST
by Buying from the Bush
We can’t gather at the moment to raise funds for our work out west. Yet
there are many country communities still struggling from the devastating
effects of drought, fire, floods and now Coronavirus travel and work
restrictions.
Many of us are shopping online now for groceries, clothes, gifts and other
necessary (and not so necessary) things. Have you thought of buying
products from the Bush?
There is a wonderful website and Facebook campaign, Buy from the Bush,
which will link you to hundreds of local rural businesses –
www.buyfromthebush.com.au
But the MADOW team have curated a
selection for you to support, from
towns and communities we know from
our travels in western NSW. We’ve
even given some thought to products
that will warm you in winter.
We invite you to visit these sites and
purchase something handmade or
local produced and support Rural
NSW.
For an example, here is a photo of
Margi Abraham’s new great nephew
modelling a handknitted beanie
bought from MINK & ME in
Coonamble (as well as a darling baby
bear made and embroidered by our
own talented Turramurrian, Lesley Meldrum).
Generally shipping costs are $8-$10 flat fee or free shipping for larger
orders.
It’s easy! The products are lovely! The support is so appreciated!
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The list of sites follows.
MINK & ME [Coonamble]
www.minkandme.com.au
Homewares, clothing and gifts, many made by local artists
CARINDA FAR WEST STORE [Carinda]
On Facebook or via www.buyfromthebush.com.au
Handmade local arts and crafts
EWE TWO ON DANDALOO [Trangie]
www.ewetwotrangie.com or www.buyfromthebush.com.au
Clothing, accessories, giftware, homewares
STONE’S THROW [Walgett]
www.stonesthrowonline.com.au
Gifts, homewares, hampers, coffee
LADY KATE KNITWEAR [Narrabri]
www.ladykate.com.au
luxury merino knitwear, long socks and scarves
NOTE COUTURE [Condobolin]
www.notecouture.com.au
Personalised stationary
TWO SHEEP FOR YOUR TWO FEET [Dubbo]
www.twosheep.com.au
Ugg boots and slippers made by a disability enterprise
CONVENT CHAPEL WOOLSHOP [Rylestone]
www.conventandchapelwool.com
Yarn, needles, books and more
LINDNER QUALITY SOCKS [Crookwell]
www.lindnersocks.com.au
quality merino socks, scarves and beanies

Thank you from Making A Difference Out West.
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What the Bible has to
say about Black
Anger
By Esau McCaulley

There are videos of Eric Garner and George Floyd being choked to death by police
officers while pleading for their lives. There is a video of Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old
boy who was shot to death while playing with a toy gun. There is a video of Ahmaud
Arbery, who was hunted and killed while out on a run. There is a video of a police
officer mounting and handcuffing Dajerria Becton, 15 years old at the time, at a
pool party.
Visible evidence of black suffering is not new. We have photographs of black
lynchings. The screams of black voices and the smell of charred flesh was
insufficient to mar the smiling poses gathered ’round our corpses.
The videos are a reminder that the issue was never about a lack of evidence. They
reveal the lengths to which those in power will go to avoid facing the truth. What is
happening in those videos is a manifestation of systemic racism — and to
acknowledge that would call into question the system that benefits the powerful.
When these videos stack one upon another and are added to our personal slights, a
deep unsettling anger rises in the soul of a disinherited and beleaguered people.
James Baldwin said, “To be a Negro in this country and to be relatively conscious
is to be in a rage almost all the time.”
What is the focus of our rage? Are we upset with the police officer who placed his
knee on the neck of a man pleading for his life for nearly nine minutes while three
fellow officers looked on? Are we mad at the vigilantes who got in a pickup truck
to hunt down an unarmed black man? Are we enraged by the white woman who
tried to weaponize the police by claiming that a black man who requested that she
leash her dog in Central Park was threatening her life? Are we frustrated by the laws
and customs that cast a pall over the black experience? Are we wearied with the
apathy of so many?
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The Bible is not silent about the rage of the oppressed. One of the most startlingly
violent passages in the Bible comes from the lips of the disinherited. In Psalm
137 the psalmist says, “Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is the one
who repays you according to what you have done to us. Happy is the one who seizes
your infants and dashes them against the rocks.”

Protestors outside of a burning fast food restaurant, on May 29, in Minneapolis.Credit...John
Minchillo/Associated Press

How can wishing such an atrocity be in any sense a religious text? Psalm 137 is a
psalm of the traumatized. It depicts the aftermath of the destruction of Jerusalem,
the sack of the city, sexual assault and brutalization of the innocent. What kind of
song do you write if you are forced to watch the murder of your wife, your child,
your neighbour?
Psalm 137 is trauma literature, the rage of those who lived. The question isn’t why
the Psalmist wrote this. The question is what kind of song would the families of
Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd and Eric Garner be tempted to write after watching
the video of their deaths? It would be raw and unfiltered. But more than an
expression of rage, this psalm is a written record in time. It is a call to remember.
This psalm, and the other psalms of rage, require us to remember the trauma that
led to their composition.
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The miracle of the Bible is not that it records the rage of the oppressed. The miracle
is that it has more to say. The same texts that include a call for vengeance upon
Israel’s enemies look to the salvation of its oppressors. Isaiah 49 says, “It is too
small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back
those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
For Christians, rage (Psalm 137) must eventually give way to hope (Isaiah 49). And
we find the spiritual resources to make this transition at the cross. Jesus could have
called down the psalms of rage upon his enemies and shouted a final word of
defiance before he breathed his last. Instead he called for forgiveness: “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing,” he says in Luke 23.
It was not a false reconciliation: Jesus experienced the reality of state-sponsored
terror. That is why the black Christian has always felt a particular kinship with this
crucified king from an oppressed ethnic group. The cross helps us make sense of
the lynching tree.
And Jesus’ resurrection three days after his crucifixion shows that neither the
lynching tree nor the cross have the final say about those whom God values. The
state thought that violence could stop God’s purposes. For the Christian, the
resurrection makes clear the futility of the attempt. Further, Jesus’ profound act of
forgiving his opponents provides me with the theological resources to hope.
Dare we speak of hope when chants of “I can’t breathe” echo in the streets? Do we
risk the criticism commonly levied at Christians that we move too quickly to hope
because faith pacifies? Resurrection hope doesn’t remove the Christian from the
struggle for justice. It empties the state’s greatest weapon — the fear of death — of
its power.
Hope is possible if we recognize that it does not rule out justice. It is what separates
justice from vengeance. Howard Thurman wrote in his classic work “Jesus and the
Disinherited” about how rage, once unleashed, tends to spill out beyond its intended
target and consume everything. The hatred of our enemy that we take to the streets
returns with us to our friendships, marriages and communities. It damages our own
souls.
Christians contend for justice because we care about black lives, families and
communities. We contend for reconciliation after the establishment of justice
because there must be a future that is more than mutual contempt and suspicion.
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But justice and reconciliation cannot come at the cost of black lives. The only
peaceful future is a just future. And because Christians should be a people for peace,
we must be a people for justice even when it seems ever to elude us. Too many
black lives have been lost to accept anything else.
Esau McCaulley (@esaumccaulley) is an assistant professor of New Testament at
Wheaton College and a priest in the Anglican Church in North America. This article
appeared in the New York Times on June 14, 2020.

We can do it!
It is wonderful how the Church is able to adapt to meet the needs of current times.
No matter the needs, dramas, difficulties, turn of events or even a pandemic, we can
do it! In this Christening, for example, the Minister is a full metre and a half away.
Oh, and good shot by the way.
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