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From the Editor’s Desk 
“Are we there yet?” What parent hasn’t heard that question 

coming from the back seat? And, at the moment, it’s coming 

from all directions as people express their hope for the end 

of the restrictions that have been placed on their freedom of 

movement, their normal day to day activities and their 

enjoyment of life. 

People have been shut indoors or wearing masks and hoping 

for a return to ‘normality’. After many months of semi-

lockdown, some of us don’t even look the same. → 

However, at the same time, we are also aware that people 

overseas have been going through a much tougher time than we ourselves or our 

friends and families in Australia. Our partnership with UnitingWorld (page 28) is 

testimony to the fact that we want to see a better life for people everywhere. 

Our congregation has been trying to restore our functioning to the way it was, while 

recognising that a ‘new normality’ may be required. We have even begun singing 

hymns in church again – Yea! – although we have to wear masks to do it.  

This edition of ‘A Shared Path’ presents some of the ways in which our 

congregation has been trying to be faithful to our calling to live the gospel despite 

the pressures of Covid-19. Page 7 covers the World Day of Prayer service held on 

5th March and page 9 covers our celebration of International Women’s Day on 

Sunday 7th March. Page 12 presents the inspiring affirmation of faith Parvaneh 

Khoshdouz, ex-Muslim, made at her baptism on the 29th November.  

Pages 14 to 16 celebrate Australia Day Awards to some of our partners and to the 

Rev John Pender a former minister of Pymble Uniting Church, while page 18 asks 

“Do we need a men’s lunch group?” and shows where we are in our partnership 

with Margaret Jurd College. 

This edition of “A Shared Path’ also wants to recognise the lives of four beautiful 

souls and their contributions to the life of our church and the wider world. We are 

sorry to mark the departure of Alfreda Henry, Ian Bowden, Alec Connor and Bessie 

Meek.  

The latter part of this edition covers what’s on at Gordon/Pymble Uniting Church, 

how we have ‘come back’, what we are able to offer the community and how we 

are doing it. 

Rev Paul Swadling 
The deadline for contributions to the June edition is Friday 21st May. 
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GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 

 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 

community. 
 

Minister of the Word Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 

     steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au 

Church Council Chair Lloyd Robinson 

Council Secretary   David Turner  

Family Workers  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633  

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981 

Office Managers   Sonja Paterson, Pymble (10am – 1.30pm Mon, Wed, 

Thurs & Friday) (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au 

     Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Tues, Wed, Fri) 

     (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au 

 

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES 

Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship 

services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each Sunday on 

YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or Natasha and the 

services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time afterwards. 

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be 

joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 18 – 19. 
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From the Minister’s Keyboard 

Working with ‘the World’ 
 

In the past, I used to feel uneasy about celebrating 

‘secular’ days in church, such as Mother’s or Father’s 

Day, ANZAC Day or the like. My thinking was that 

they were all well and good, but they weren’t directly 

connected to our worship of God. 

More recently, I have shifted on this dramatically. I 

now look quite actively for days that celebrate causes 

consistent with our faith. Partly I do this because the 

church continues to risk being totally irrelevant in the 

life of our community if we are not connected to 

current causes and issues. Partly I do so because there 

are times when a Christian perspective may be helpful to explore – hopefully our 

faith will always give a distinctive ‘flavour’ to the issue. And partly I do so because 

it is a wonderful opportunity to mine the rich veins of experience we have among 

our people. 

Our recent worship service focused on International Women’s Day is a case in point. 

To say issues of gender have been prominent in the news for the last few weeks is 

an understatement. As a male, I can pretend all is well with the world, but my faith 

asks me to reflect on the very real situation for my sisters, who even in Australia, 

continue to struggle for equality, safety and fairness in so many areas of life.  

What a blessing it was for us therefore, to hear the experiences of Yvonne and Janet 

on that Sunday – unremarkable stories in some ways, yet all the more powerful 

because of their normality. Stories of great professional achievement tinged with 

unwelcome advances, stifling stereotypes and straight-out discrimination. 

Somehow hearing these stories from our own members brings the issues closer to 

home. I thank them again for their willingness to share so powerfully.  

The fact is that many of the secular movements for equality, freedom and reform 

are very consistent with our Christian values – and often began with them. So we 

don’t need to feel that somehow the “world” is only ever an evil place, prosecuting 

a radically different agenda. The Church can, and should, work constructively with 

all sorts of groups on areas of common concern. This also has the benefit of 

highlighting the Church’s role in justice and advocacy rather than reinforcing the 

idea that it is only concerned with personal beliefs.  
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In worship, we bring all of our humanness to God in prayer, thanksgiving and 

attentiveness. And so we remain open to hearing the whisper of the Spirit as we 

engage these days and issues in a variety of ways. 

Rev Steve Aynsley  

International Women’s Day 
We celebrated International Women’s Day (24 

hours early) at Gordon on Sunday 7th March. 

Nicola Robinson led our worship, Sue Conde 

offered our prayers and Yvonne Barber and Janet 

Scott spoke about their careers and how they had 

been affected (or not) by the way women were 

viewed in the working environment. 

Both Yvonne and Janet had progressed to very 

senior positions in their careers, Yvonne in Science 

and Janet in the Public Service. 

Encouraged by her father, Yvonne expressed an 

interest in science from an early age. When her 

family moved to Cooma for a few years, Yvonne 

completed her first three years of high school in a 

co-educational system with a broad subject choice. When her family returned to 

Sydney, despite her mother’s attempt to find her an appropriate school, Yvonne was 

assigned a place at the single sex girls’ school closest to her home.  It had a very 

limited subject choice for someone 

wanting to study science at university. 

Fortunately, it had an excellent 

mathematics teacher which 

was a bonus. 

At the end of her second year of Science 

at university, her professor 

employed Yvonne and a male student on 

a special project in the university 

holidays.  A young postdoctoral male 

member of staff, married with two young 

children, acted in an inappropriate 

manner towards Yvonne whenever she was in the lab alone with him. She couldn’t 

discuss it with her professor for fear of losing her job which she needed to support 

herself for the coming year. If women complained about such male behaviour at 

that time, they were often accused of encouraging it.  
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Yvonne’s first job after graduation was as an analyst with the Commonwealth 

Government Laboratory where she was paid less than the other males in the 

department doing the identical job. Later, Yvonne headed to Perth and a job with 

the Western Mining Corporation where she was paid equal pay with men, something 

which impressed her greatly at the time.   

When Yvonne tried to obtain a housing loan from the Commonwealth Bank, she 

was told, “We don’t lend money to single females”. Yvonne commented, “Perhaps 

they’ve learned something in the last 45 years.”  

Yvonne stayed in her next job for seven years.  This was her first management role. 

The company provided management training and Yvonne took a collaborative 

approach to managing staff who were mostly male. 

After her marriage, Yvonne asked David Jones to reissue her credit card (which she 

had had for 16 years) in her married name. They informed her that she needed her 

husband’s permission to have a DJ’s credit card. Her response? “After 42 years I 

stand proudly before you, still brandishing my credit card in my single name!” 

Yvonne made a conscious decision to avoid a ‘career’ position as the children 

started school and pre-school.  When they reached the upper end of primary school, 

she worked for a further 20 years in the pharmaceutical industry in drug research 

and registration of new drugs. At the conclusion of her reflection, Yvonne said, “I 

consider that I have had a very fortunate life.  In my generation, women have had a 

voice, it is/was heard but not necessarily noted or acted on.   

Janet spent five years as a Registered 

Nurse and Midwife, then studied 

economics before moving to the 

Department of Health in Canberra, then 

Sydney. Her final roles were Deputy 

State Director and Operations Manager 

with the Federal Health Department 

and later the Federal Department of 

Community Services. Later in her 

career she joined Wesley Mission as 

Director of Community Projects and 

Research. The first woman in a senior 

role, she was there for five years before 

becoming the CEO of the UC’s 

Garrison Retirement Centre at 

Mosman, then Community Services Consultant for congregations with UnitingCare. 
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Janet spoke about the support she was given by her family, including her brother 

Graham who was also one of her lecturers when she studied economics at 

Flinders. She noted that it was such a different time when she left school: it was 

one where young people expected to walk into a job, or gain a place at university 

which was essentially free, 

Janet worked in one department where she was the only woman who was not in an 

admin support role. Despite the support of her supervisor, she could see her career 

options were limited or non-existent. So she moved on.  

Janet considered that in general the challenges she faced were relatively minor. 

Although she did experience a supervisor who clearly had difficulty working closely 

with a woman. He always called her “mam” and mainly avoided her. 

On one occasion Janet experienced physical assault by a male supervisor. While it 

wasn’t serious, it was certainly shocking. All her male senior colleagues witnessed 

this but only one reached out to her. Janet chose not to take this further and, while 

she was offered an explanation by the perpetrator, (how can you explain assault),  

she wasn’t given an apology. 

She said all the staff she worked with welcomed her as their supervisor except for 

one occasion, when she was heading up a section developing functional briefs for 

hospitals, prior to the design stage. A male engineer found it difficult to accept her 

appointment as section head.  

Women in particular valued her support and she received thanks and cards from 

them when she was moving on to say how much they valued working with her.  

Janet closed her reflection by saying, “Workplaces tend to reflect society at large. 

Misogyny and discrimination against women may be as old as time. Unless we 

attack this issue on all fronts, minimising negative depictions of women, modelling 

respectful behaviour as well as teaching children the importance of respect, bodily 

integrity and consent, misogyny is unlikely to improve.” 
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World Day of Prayer Service 
This year’s World Day of Prayer 

Service was celebrated at Gordon on 

Friday 5th March. GPUC hosted the 

event. Participating churches 

included the Anglican Parish of St 

John the Evangelist, St Swithun’s 

Anglican Parish of Pymble, St Ives 

Baptist Church, Pymble Catholic 

Parish, St Andrew’s Presbyterian 

Church of St Ives, St Ives Uniting 

Church as well as Lindfield Uniting 

Church and Pymble Chapel. There 

was a real sense of ‘good to be here’ among the people attending. 

The above photo shows Sue Conde, Dr Sureka Goringe, Executive Director of 

UnitingWorld, and Penelope Sewell, President of the NSW World Day of Prayer 

Committee. 

Vanuatu’s black and white sandy beaches, its coral reefs and coloured fish, its lovely 

birds and the fruits and nuts of the forest all make its eighty islands a natural 

paradise. However, Vanuatu is also vulnerable to frequent tropical storms, cyclones, 

tsunamis, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and floods. And these are becoming 

worse as Vanuatu experiences the effects of climate change. 

The theme of the service, prepared by the 

women of Vanuatu, was “Build on a Strong 

Foundation”. Dr Sureka Goringe, Executive 

Director of UnitingWorld, was the speaker, 

while Sue Conde led the worship and women 

from all the participating churches took various 

leadership roles. (The World Day of Prayer has 

developed from the Women’s World Day of 

Prayer.) 

Pru Tout and Judy Elmslie were two of the participating leaders. They were joined 

by two students from Ravenswood to read aloud ‘voices from Vanuatu’. These 

voices articulated the lack of education for girls due to cost and the emphasis on 

providing education for boys, the problems of malnutrition and the lack of work for 

many people in a country where 75% of the population live in rural areas with few 

employment options. All these issues were raised in prayer and the congregation 

made a retiring offering of $1,480.    
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Sureka Goringe spoke about friends in 

Vanauatu, showed two short videos and 

commented on the way the wife in the second 

video said she could tell her husband loved her 

by his behavioural changes following his 

participation in a Church Workshop on gender 

equality. He now helped her with housework 

and looked after their children.  

Domestic violence is a sad feature of life in 

Vanuatu where 64% of women report 

experiencing beatings from husbands or 

partners. 

Sureka went on to talk about work being done 

with partners in Vanuatu to show not only that 

the Christian way of life does not include 

domestic violence, but that men and women are 

equal in the message of Jesus. Sureka also said 

that Jesus calls all of us to participate in works 

of justice and empowerment with love and 

compassion. This not only includes the people 

of Vanuatu, but the whole world. Inequality 

between men and women is not confined to 

Vanuatu but affects the rest of the world and needs to be challenged. 

While we were unable to serve tea and coffee due to Covid-19, the service was 

followed by hearty greetings and strong conversations.  
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The Inspiring Affirmation of Faith Parvaneh 
Khoshdouz made at her Baptism, 29/11/2020  

“I am going to walk you 

through my journey to 

Christianity. I have reflected on 

this in the last few months that 

how my faith life has 

nourished? And I could divide 

my journey into 5 stages. 

“The first stage was my 

childhood. I was born in a non-

religious family. Those days 

my parents did not talk to me 

about why they don’t believe in 

Islam because they were scared 

of putting my life in danger 

since as a kid I didn’t know 

about the consequences of 

heresy. As you may know the 

heretics in Iran are either 

imprisoned or executed. 

“The second stage started when 

I became a teenager. When I 

was about 10 years old I 

gradually became a Muslim because of Islamic teaching in school. I followed all 

Islam rules blindly. However, lots of doubts and questions were raising in my mind. 

Since there were lots of violent rules in Islam and I thought why a man from God 

should encourage brutal rules. Whenever I asked my teachers those questions they 

did not have good reaction and their answers couldn’t convince me. For example, 

once I asked my teacher why apostates in Islam are executed? She answered I do 

not know, just God knows and we just have to obey the rules. This answer obviously 

was silly. In addition, all their answers to my questions were odd and made me more 

and more far from Islam. 

“The third stage started when I went to the university. Where I had access to the 

internet and also, I met university students who criticized Islam secretly, and they 

took risk and shared their information with others so I did. I searched more and I 

got familiar with two cults named “Shekhy” and “Tarighe Johari”. 
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“I could understand that both were principally the same as Islam except for some 

details. So I got disappointed. Meanwhile I also gained some information about 

Christianity, but not that much. Since the references were limited and filtered.  In 

addition, searching about other religions in university could be dangerous too. These 

two reasons made me not to search more. 

“The fourth stage started when I got married. My marriage gave me the chance to 

meet my make-up artist who was a Christian lady called “Jiset”. Since then 

sometimes I went to the beauty salon and if she was not busy and there were not 

lots of people around us, I asked her to tell me more about Christianity. Among our 

dialogues I can remember some inspiring stories one of which is; I asked her which 

Jesus teaching do you like more? She answered, Jesus says love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you. It influenced me deeply. Also, I asked her to give 

me a bible or took me to the church but she refused and said it can cause harsh 

consequences for both of us. 

“The final stage was when I met Christian people in Churches here in Sydney. Either 

in Our Lady of Dolores Church or in Pymble Gordon Uniting Church, they 

embraced my family and me warmly. I mean you. You who created some of our 

best memories and interactions in our life. When Hooman and I went to Gordon-

Pymble church playgroup, Courtney and Nicola behaved kindly toward us. When I 

joined the bible study group Sue, David, Steve, Kerry, Marj, Jean, Joan and other 

friends helped me and taught me sincerely and patiently. 

“At the end, my reflection on my journey is that God has always loved me and I 

believe that my responsibility is to share this love.  

Thanks for listening to me.”  

Parvaneh Khoshdouz 
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A Tuesday Night Pre-Christmas Dinner 
Just before Christmas, Homayoon Khajooei arranged for the Tuesday evening 

discussion group to get together for dinner at Jaam-e-Jam Persian Restaurant, 

Wahroonga. The food was delicious, the company convivial and the discussion 

endless. It was a great night. Thanks very much, Homayoon. 



 

I bought myself a gold Santa hat to wear to the dinner. Our waitress liked the hat, 

tried it on and that was that. I happily left the hat with her. I hope she wore it at all 

the meals Jaam-e-Jam served during the Christmas Season. Editor 
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Australia Day 
Honours  

 

Hampers of Hope, Griffith 

The team behind Hampers of Hope in Griffith were awarded the 2021 

Environmental Citizen Award for their role in reducing food wastage.  

Kristie Favell, Tennille Valensisi and Kim Mecham from Hampers of Hope receive 

their Environmental Citizen award. Photo: Kat Vella 

Co-ordinator, Tennille Valensisi, took a moment to thank and acknowledge their 

donation partners and the Griffith community for their support. MADOW are 

honoured to be in the loop in a small way. 



Co-ordinator Tennille Valensisi received the award taking the moment to 

acknowledge and thank the support of their donation partners and the Griffith 

community. “It’s very exciting to be acknowledged once again but we wouldn’t be 

able to do these hampers without the support of our donation partners, they are the 

backbone of our project,” Mrs Valensisi said.  

 

Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury 

Wendy Carver’s work with Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury was honoured with an 

Order of Australia Award. Wendy said it was a wonderful acknowledgement of the 

achievement of Lifeline and all our amazing volunteers and supporters.  

A resident of St Ives, Mrs Carver has filled many roles at Lifeline H2H over those three 

decades. 
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In 1988, she first became involved with the charity as a volunteer Telephone Crisis 

Supporter (TCS), undergoing the intensive training that enabled her to assist help seekers 

phoning the 13 11 14 crisis support and suicide prevention line. She stayed on the phones 

answering these calls for ten years and became a member of the board during that time. 

From 1996 to 2006, Wendy worked as Services Manager. Also in 1996, she began an 11-

year stint as a Personal Counsellor, using her tertiary qualifications in Counselling and 

Therapy to help Lifeline clients face to face. In 2007, Wendy became Lifeline H2H’s 

CEO, and has remained so since.   

 

Jane Stone and Bev Dawson, Lifeline’s Volunteer Christmas Hamper Coordinators, 

were recognised on Australia Day by Ku-ring-gai Council with the Mayor’s Award 

for an Outstanding Contribution by a Community Organisation.  



For many years now, Jane and 

Bev have coordinated a team of 

volunteers from the local 

community, rotary, corporate 

and community services to 

ensure that festive cheer goes to 

those who need it most. 

The Community Centre has 

supported the Christmas 

Hampers for years, and 

members of Gordon Uniting 

have worked as volunteers to 

assemble the hampers. In 

response to our congratulations to Jane and Bev, Jane replied as follows: 
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Hi Sue,  

Thank you for your message. 

It was a wonderful surprise but if wasn’t for all the support we get from some 

many different groups, friends and Lifeline we could not have done it all these 

years. 

Our reward really, is seeing those people, who are finding things very 

difficult, their smiles and thanks, and knowing their families have a little to 

celebrate with at Christmas. 

Thank you to the Uniting Gordon Community for all their support of Lifeline over 

many years and I hope 2021 brings less challenges than 2020 for everyone. 

Many thanks once again. 

Jane 

Rev Dr John Pender, OAM 



Reverend Pender, of Berry, has been awarded an Order of Australia Medal for his 

life's work helping people give their lives meaning."I wanted to work with people 

to help them become who they wanted to be and if they became better Christians 

and the church was better off for it, that was a by product," he said."I was fascinated 

with how people cope with their life and give meaning to it."  

Reverend Pender said his time as Dean of 

Students at United Theological College in 

Sydney was one of the most rewarding 

chapters of his career.  

He said most students didn't need him to 

know all the answers - they just needed to 

know someone would listen.  

Being a support to others taught Reverend 

Pender some fundamental truths about who 

we are as people.  

"Most people have low self esteem, and if 

you can help them work on their self 

esteem you can help them to live," he said.  

Reverend Pender said he was 

"dumbfounded" when he was notified of his Order of Australia Medal. "It's not 

something that's usually within my ballpark," he said. "Who I am and who I've been 

is someone who has nurtured and facilitated relationships."That's been the 

highlight."  
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During the time of not being able to gather at church, Margi Abraham wrote the 

following poem which celebrates Sunday mornings spent outdoors. Editor 

 

  

 

Sunday 



 

A banyan cathedral   

cloaks this corner  

of the park 

 

columns of grey wood 

cluster, rise to vaults 

of leathery leaves 

 

laced, they arch 

unsteepled 

across a Sunday sky 

 

sinuous walls of fig 

mould rooms from roots 

dark under dark green 

 

buttressed against wind 

and world, children 

climb into chapels and crypts 

 

blessed by a gentle canopy 

we eat bread, drink wine 

breathe, play 

 

 

Margi Abraham 
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A Men’s Lunch Group? 



 

It has been suggested that the men in the Gordon/Pymble church and community 

activities might like to get together for lunch once a month or once a quarter at a 

café/bar/restaurant. One suggested location is the Terry Hills Tavern.  

No speaker. No topic for discussion. Just blokes’ informal conversations. 

Expressions of interest are invited. Please contact the Editor on 0418 964044 or 

swaddlerpaul@gmail.com.  

MARGARET JURD COLLEGE  
In December the GPUC Mission 

Team established the GPUC – 

MJC Working Group (Working 

Group), The Working Group is 

comprised of members of the 

congregation who are drawn from 

both the Gordon and the Pymble 

sites. The inaugural members of the Working Group are:  

Kerry Blight; Judy Elmslie; Nicola Robinson; Pru Tout; and David Hodges 

(convenor);  

A principal purpose of the Working Group is to work with MJC in identifying and 

initiating activities which are consistent with the development and maintenance of 

the partnership with MJC which reflects the mission of GPUC, being: “that which 

we do for others out of our love for Christ”.  

It is anticipated the Congregation’s contribution to our partnership with MJC will 

include both financial and practical support.  
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Farewell, Alfreda Henry 
Sue Conde offered the following tribute at Alfreda Henry’s funeral: 
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It is a privilege to pay tribute today to 

Alfreda, who was a much loved and 

faithful member of the Gordon church 

and congregation here for so many 

years.  To Alfreda’s family, we extend 

to you our loving sympathy, as we 

acknowledge Alfreda’s devotion to each 

one of you, and her deep love for her 

family.  We recognise also her 

dedication to the congregation here at 

Gordon – to Gordon Methodist Church, 

Gordon Uniting Church and now 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church. 

I am almost overwhelmed by the task of paying tribute to all that Alfreda has given 

so generously and unselfishly to the life of the church here at Gordon.  In talking to 

those who have known Alfreda over many decades, I have heard people talk of 

Alfreda’s care for others, of her service given in many ways, of her hospitality, her 

thoughtfulness, and the way that she could see what was needed, and either fill that 

need herself, or encourage others to be involved. 

It is more than 50 years since Alfreda and Bob came to worship at Gordon church, 

and we have heard from Cathy today of how Alfreda’s early life shaped her 

Christian discipleship. 

We are thankful for all the ways that Alfreda served our church – her love for 

children and gift of teaching found rich expression in the Sunday School, and with 

the Cradle Roll families.  Her leadership has been valued in many ways and in many 

groups within the church.  The Ladies Evening Fellowship provided a circle of 

friendship and support for the women of the church for many years.  I was a young 

mother when I was invited to join the Ladies Evening Aid in the 1970s.  As I got to 

know these wonderful women, how I admired their practical wisdom and the way 

they lived their Christian faith.  Alfreda was a shining example of the selfless way 

they contributed to the life of the church community, showing care and concern for 

all, young and old.  I particularly remember Alfreda’s leadership in the Women’s 

Fellowship group, and her consideration and the support she gave to ensuring the 

group continued to function for as long as possible.  Transition to new ways of 

meeting is never easy, and Alfreda recognised that new ways were called for.  She 

opened her home for meetings of the Seniors Group – which later became the 

Luncheon Group, and her hospitality was warm and generous. 
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Leisure & Learning, the community outreach program on Friday mornings, was 

established at Gordon in 1984, and this 

was another area of the church’s life 

where Alfreda gave her time and energy 

over many years, especially during the 

time when she served as Director of 

Leisure & Learning, until Jean Smith took 

on the role of Director in 1992.  Alfreda 

continued to serve on the morning tea 

roster on Friday mornings until recent 

years, and maintained a keen interest in 

the Friday morning program.  We were 

delighted to recognise her dedicated 

service by inviting her to cut the birthday 

cake with our local member, Paul 

Fletcher, for the 34th birthday of the 

Community Centre in 2018.  

Alfreda’s faith had sustained her during the serious aneurysm she suffered more 

than 40 years ago.  I recall that in 1994, during the time of Chris Udy’s ministry 

here at Gordon, Chris invited members of the congregation to contribute a short 

article to a book of daily devotions on the theme “Holy Spirit – Heart of the Church” 

– the articles intended to express something of our experience of God, telling our 

stories of faith.  The book was to be used between Pentecost, the birthday of the 

whole Church and the 19th June, which was the day in 1994 that we celebrated the 

birthday of the Uniting Church – the season of Pentecost, days of the Holy Spirit.  

In the article that Alfreda contributed to this booklet, she recalls the time when she 

was in hospital, following the aneurysm.  She wrote, “During the weeks that 

followed, I was constantly hearing “Be still, and know that I am God”.  I gradually 

learned that being quiet and reflecting on God would help my recovery.  After three 

months, one day my eyelid “flickered”.  What rejoicing!  This was the beginning of 

a slow healing process.  I thanked God daily for his goodness, and prayed for 

patience in the months ahead.”  Alfreda’s short prayer which concluded her article 

was:  Dear God, I thank you for the gift of healing.  When life seems to be so busy 

and stressful, help me to be aware of the times I need to ‘Be still and know that you 

are God’. 

There are many memories shared among us who are gathered here today.  Rich 

friendships, which underpinned many activities and events, such as the church 

concerts, held here at Gordon and the legendary concert held at Turramurra Uniting 

Church hall.  Times shared at Blackheath, bus trips and holidays, golfing trips, and 

shared interests, such as Alfreda’s interest in gardening and Bonsai. 
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In this time of sadness, it has been a joy 

to hear from Alfreda’s friends at 

Gordon of their memories and 

appreciation of all that Alfreda gave to 

them, and to our community.  

Memories that go back over 60 years.  

Beth Bunyan remembers that it was 

sixty years ago in June that Alfreda 

invited her family to the Cradle Roll 

service to welcome Louise to Gordon 

Methodist.  Beth also remembers the 

encouragement and welcome she 

received to become a member of 

Gordon Methodist Church.  Marj Binns 

remembers the strong links that 

Alfreda’s family had with the history of 

Ravenswood, and Alfreda and Bob’s 

kindness to her over the years. Ray Hollings remembers Alfreda’s vitality, always 

at the centre of activity, and all speak of Alfreda as a special lady, with a love for 

all. 

We are thankful for all the ways that Alfreda enriched our lives with the sharing of 

her many gifts.  Our church here at Gordon is grateful and thankful for her life of 

faith, for her friendship and warmth of spirit, which will remain with us now and 

always.  Amen. 

Wrapped with Love 
Flo Brawn, Helen Collins, Janet Scott 

(driver) and Di Wilkinson recently took 

forty beautiful rugs to Wrap with Love 

for distribution to people in need 

overseas. 

Congratulations to all the dedicated and 

talented people who put these rugs 

together! You have all done a fabulous 

job. 

These rugs make a big difference to 

people sleeping rough who would 

otherwise be suffering from the cold. 

If you would like to join our wonderful 

band of rug knitters, please contact any of the people mentioned above. Editor 
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Farewell, Ian Bowden 
The following eulogy is from Ian’s funeral: 
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Farewell, Alec Connor 
Just six months ago, “A Shared Path” joined 

with Alec Connor’s family and friends to 

celebrate his 100th birthday! Not too many 

people mark the centenary of their birth. So, 

this was quite an occasion! 

At that time, Alec’s son, Murray, provided 

the following bio. 
Alec was born in Parkes on 17th September, 

1920 and grew up on the family farm at 

Ootha. He did primary school by 

correspondence and then boarded while he 

attended Orange High School, becoming 

Boys Captain in 1937.  

He moved to Brisbane in 1938, gaining 

employment as an auditor, and joined the army in 1940. He travelled to Libya where 

he was captured by German forces in March 1941, spending the remainder of the 

war as a prisoner in Italy, Yugoslavia and Austria. 

In December 1946 he married Rona Scriven and shared 63 years with her, having 

two sons and a daughter (since deceased), living in Brisbane, Suva and Melbourne 

while employed in the oil industry before retiring to Tweed Heads. They moved to 

West Pymble in 2001 to be closer to their sons and joined the Pymble Uniting 

Church at that time. 

He has four grandchildren in Australia and two living in the UK. There are three 

great-grand sons in the UK, and a great-grand daughter in Australia. 
 

 

We are thankful Alec was a loved member of the Gordon Pymble Congregation. 
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Farewell, Bessie Meek 

 

Bessie Meek with Cathy Hall 

We were sad to hear the news that Bessie Meek died on 2nd February.  Bessie had 

come to Gordon Uniting Church after the closure of Chatswood South Uniting 

Church, and because of her friendship with Graeme and Joan Dunn.   

 At her funeral, her grandson, Luke, spoke about Bessie’s life – from a very early 

age she knew that she wanted to be a nurse.  She trained at Kurri Kurri hospital in 

1950, and during her nursing career, worked at many country hospitals, including 

Peak Hill, Bellingen, Coffs Harbour and Eugowra.   

Bessie loved to travel, and before coming to live in Sydney in the 1980s had enjoyed 

travel to many overseas countries.  She moved to Asquith in 2010, when she came 

to worship at Gordon.   

 Luke mentioned that one word that described Bessie was ‘generosity’, and that her 

love and support had been given generously to her family during her life.  Bessie 

also loved books, and even in the later years of her life, when she moved to 

McQuoin Park in 2019, she had shelves of books in her room.  She loved a good 

discussion, and will be remembered for her care for her family, her quiet faith, her 

patience, and her compassion for others.   
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RAIL TRAVEL TO MELBOURNE  

 

The permit and surveillance office in connection with the quarantine restriction is 

now situated at the Southern Cross Hall, 197 Castlereagh-street, and is open for the 

issue of permits and for surveillance purposes daily, Saturdays and Sundays 

included, from 9 a.m. till 5 p.m. 

Passengers proceeding to Victoria by rail are required to report at this office twice- 

during the three days preceding their departure, with an interval of 48 hours between 

each visit, the second visit to be within 24 hours of actual departure; that is to say, 

a passenger leaving by Wednesday night's train must report on Monday and again 

on Wednesday before a permit can be issued. No exception to this rule can be made. 

The Sun, 26 April 1919 
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Our Partnership with UnitingWorld 

 
At GPUC we want our mission to be 

• local 

• national 

• and International 

We have a partnership with Uniting World. The financial component of the 

partnership is directed to the broader Partnering Women for Change (PW4C) 

program (which includes the Healthy Families, Safe Communities project), with the 

relational component directed to the Kiribati project and the Kiribati Uniting 

Church. 

As a church we are committed 

• to supporting both the Kiribati Community and Uniting World staff in prayer 

• devote at least one service per year focussed on Kiribati 

• Produce a video twice a year to send to the Kiribati Uniting Church. Just 

recently our Messy Church families sent a Thinking of You video 

• Financial support 

• Educate the GPUC Community about the project and the partnership. 

If you wish to donate click here. 

If you are interested in being part of a small group to foster this relationship, please 

contact Nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Hear an update from Rev. Paul Swadling at a recent Online service.  
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UnitingWorld’s Seven Days of Solidarity 
Seven Days of Solidarity is a week-long event culminating in a Sunday 

celebration for congregations that showcases God’s life changing work in the 

world. 

You can read the description below, or just hop straight onto the Seven Days of 

Solidarity website and check it out. 

  

The aim is to inspire people with glimpses into God’s mission in the world – 

knowing, praying and giving to sustain and give it life. And inviting them into 

stepping ever deeper. 

“The risen Christ is out there, transforming lives and communities. Let’s go join 

him” 

The event launches on Sunday 18th of April, two weeks after Easter, inviting people 

to participate as individuals or groups throughout the week. 

Each day of the week has a different story of change: children educated, Christian 

leaders trained, disaster and climate changes managed, women and girls 

empowered, peace made, people with disabilities included.  Each story is a glimpse 

into the life and work of a Christian from a different country, and includes a 

snapshot of their church, prayer requests and an idea for action and action you can 

take in solidarity. 

The week concludes on Sunday 25th with a service of celebration (Celebration 

Sunday) and call to action to re-commit ourselves to be part of this global movement 

of God. We give you a fully modular liturgy for this service. 
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What’s on at Gordon Pymble Uniting Church? 

Playgroups for Children 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9.30am @ 

Gordon in term time.  

Baby Playgroup  

12.30pm - 2.30pm, Thursdays @Pymble. 

Please register (info@gpuc.org.au)  as our numbers are 

limited due to Covis restrictions. 

All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are welcome. 2021 fees $7 casual 

rate for one child or one session per week or $10 casual rate for two children or 2 

sessions per week. Call Nicola Robinson (Gordon) on 0417 496390 or Courtney 

Heydon (Pymble) on 0402 644633. 

Bible Study Group @ Gordon 
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We use 

With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for our 

studies. New members are very welcome. For more information, 

please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107. 

 

Book Club @ Gordon 
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month 

at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45 

Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome. 

For more information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498 

8702. 

 

The Luncheon Group 
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday of 

every month at a member’s home. Everyone is 

welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the 

hospitality of the group and discussion of the 

members. We often have an interesting speaker. If 

you would like to join us, please phone Janet – 

9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.  
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Yak and Yarn  
This fellowship group meets on the last Tuesday of the 

month at Munchies Deli, West Pymble. So far, three new 

members have joined from the Gordon site. For more 

information, please call Judy Gill on 9488 7678. 

 

 

Messy Church 
@ Gordon 
Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first Saturday of 

each month, Messy Church caters for families with 

young children. However, everyone is welcome. 

We are looking for volunteers who can go on a 

roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook a meal, help set up and/or clear away, 

prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you would like to help. Phone 0417496390 

or email nicola@guc.org.au. 

Coffee Connections  

RETURNING NEXT TERM 

You are welcome in the Marshall Hall at Pymble. 

Coffee Connections includes an interesting talk & a 

‘Think Link’ prepared by Rev Steve Aynsley. We 

don’t talk religion or politics, but almost anything 

else goes.  

10:30am Think Link; 10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15 -12 noon Speaker 

We meet on four Thursdays in each school term. For more info, please call John via 

the Pymble office on 9983 9879. 

 

Book Club @ Pymble 
Meeting on the first Monday of each month 

at 8pm, this is a gathering of wonderful 

women around a book – usually a 

contemporary novel or a biography. The 

meetings are held in members’ homes. For 

further info, contact Linda on 9983 9341.  
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Friendship Circle  
The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who arrange 

interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on the 3rd 

Monday of the month at 10.15am.  

All women are welcome. 

For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604. 

Stitching Group 
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and chat. 

This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon Churchs. 

Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth on 9888 

2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com. 

 

Heart and Mind  
This is a monthly discussion group that explores life 

by reading a book in depth and using it as a basis for 

conversation. Meeting the third Sunday of each month at 

6pm in a local home, this group has a variety of ages. 

Contact Heather on 9449 7810. 

Golf Days  
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range of 

people from the church and beyond enjoy a round of 

golf. From hackers to the experienced, our focus is 

on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve never 

scored a hole in one. You’re still welcome! For 

further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.  

 

Tuesday Conversations 
We meet weekly during the school terms at 6:30 pm for a 

shared meal and 7:30  pm for a discussion. The discussion 

focuses on exploring faith in our contemporary world. 

Contact Nicola 9498 6729. 

PUnCH 
Discussions are led by Steve Aynsley on the 

second and fourth Sundays of the month at 6 pm. 

Exploring life and faith for the 50-something + age 

group.  

For details please call Steve on 0427 006 201. 

mailto:bbunyan36@outlook.com
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Community Centre @ Gordon 

 

2020 FRIDAY PROGRAMS 
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting, 

Computers and iPads, Mahjong, Wrap with Love, Step by Step Walking, BBQ 

Lunch and more… at Gordon Uniting Church, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon. 

We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make 

Uniting Gordon Community Centre such a terrific place of companionship, 

achievement, ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you! 

Term 1: 12 February – 26 March.   
Why not invite your friends to join us on any or all of these Fridays? They would 

be more than welcome. And, as the old saying goes, the more the merrier!! 

Enquiries:  Lesley Burt – 9498 6729 or lesley@gpuc.org.au  

Website: www.guc.org.au 

Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you 

any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙ 

Enrolment Fees for Term 1 (7 weeks) 
Enrolments for Term 1:  9 am - 11 am on Friday, 12 February 

All Classes & Groups:  $50 for one or more classes 

Casual Rate for all classes: $8 per week 

Special rate for 2 people from same household: $75 per term 

 

Morning tea or coffee is available each Friday from 10.00 am. It would be 

appreciated if you would order for the whole term please. 

 

mailto:lesley@gpuc.org.au
http://www.guc.org.au/
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TERM 1: 12 February – 26 March, 2021 
Each Friday over seven weeks 

 

Time Class or Group Tutor/s Class Location 

9.00-10.00 Step by Step   

Walking Group 

New leader 

needed 
Meet in car park 

9.00-10.00 Computers & iPads for 

Beginners 

Bruce Kwong Stage in Hall 

9.30-12.30 Watercolour Painting & 

Drawing 

Jeanie Atkinson Red Room 

10.00-10.30 Morning tea served By Staff and 

volunteers only 
Served in the 

various groups 

10.00-12.30 Knitting group - Wrap 

with Love 

Rosemary  

Watson 

Red Room 

10.15-11.15 Current Affairs Paul Swadling Yellow Room 

TBA Mahjong Cathy Hall Postponed 

10.15am  Current Affairs Paul Swadling Yellow Room 

 Needlecraft*  
Not running 

10.15-11.15 
Computers – Special 

Program each term 
Bruce Kwong 

Stage in Hall 

11.30-12.30 Computers - 

Troubleshooting 

Bruce Kwong Stage in Hall 

11.30-12.30 Conversations in the 

Hall 

Christopher 

Hudson 

Courtyard or 

Yellow Room 

From 12.30pm Lunch BYO meal Courtyard or Red 

Room 
 

# Classes are subject to alteration. 

Looking Ahead: We need a new name for the community centre. 

Suggestions? Contact Paul Swadling on swaddlerpaul@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:swaddlerpaul@gmail.com
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Our TAFE Group is back for Term 1! 
Have you been in our community garden at Gordon lately? We now have three 

raised garden beds. Last year our wonderful TAFE group finished building our latest 

garden bed. This was assisted by a $1000 grant from Stockland CARE Grants 

program which we received last year. 

This grant provided funds to purchase materials to build and plant a third 

community garden bed. At the right time of year we have tomatoes, parsley, and 

various other plants growing nicely in the lovely quiet backyard area.  

A big thank you to Stocklands our sponsor, the Friday TAFE group and our team of 

volunteers who assist with planting and watering all year round. We are truly lucky 

to have such supportive networks. If you or someone you know is interested in 

joining any of our garden groups, please contact Lesley - info@gpuc.org.au or 0480 

223 981.  

Our thanks go to Rolf Beck, Lyn Kwong and others who have been helping to care 

for our garden beds. 
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