The New-Normal Newsletter
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church
Sunday 2 May 2021

A message from Steve
In worship this week we will be focusing on God’s work
around the globe through UnitingWorld. I hope you
may have had an opportunity to engage with some of
the material that has been emailed to you this week.
I felt the information was remarkably positive and
helpful, if not sobering. We really can partner with
some amazing initiatives through our support of the
church’s overseas arm. In the service there will be
some further video input and there will be opportunity
to respond in various ways. It seems appropriate to
have a retiring offering this Sunday for the work of
UnitingWorld, or you may also contribute through our
GPUC website. Either way, the giving is registered
from our congregation and forms part of our annual
partnership commitment.
Speaking of giving… One of the impacts of Covid has
been a radical shift in how most of us contribute to the
church - moving largely to some form of electronic
giving. I thank you for your faithful giving in whatever
form, but one of the implications of not passing around

the plate is that we have overlooked our dedication
prayer and the focus that this provides on our giving.
As we emerge into a new normal in worship, I will seek
to build into our services an appropriate way of
acknowledging our giving and dedicating it to the work
of God’s kingdom. With so few people using the
envelopes now, we will not re-order them. However,
there are leftover packs that may continue to be be used
and you are very welcome to make your contributions
this way.
In two weeks’ time on 16 May, our whole service will
move to the Pymble Ladies College Chapel and we will
share worship with the boarders. This will be our first
time back there in over 12 month so we look forward to
reacquainting ourselves with them and the PLC
Chaplains. There will be two baptisms and a
confirmation, but we will not have the shared brunch
afterward that had been our practice in the past. More
details next week.
Steve Aynsley

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
Vera & Ken Douglas; Pru Tout; Judith Moss; Shirley Bradshaw;
May Peaston, who has a compression fracture in her back &
is in hospital/rehab at present; Mari Blackmore; Rev Steve;
our New Community of Faith; we are thinking of all the
parents, grandparents & children coming to our Playgroups &
also of all those attending our English conversation classes
as they work towards improving their English skills.

Friendship Circle Crafting
Monday 3 May at Pymble
Come along to
Pymble tomorrow
at 10:15am to join
our Friendship
Circle’s first ever
crafting meeting!
BYO craft project to
work on and enjoy a
chat with us in the
Marshall Hall.

Coffee Connections: Thursday 6 May
Join us at Pymble for the long-awaited return of
Coffee Connections!
We’ll start at 10:30am with a “Think Link” in the
Church, followed at 10:45am by coffee and a chat in
the Marshall Hall, then our guest speaker, Steve
Aynsley, will take the mike at 11:15am to discuss...
“WHAT JUST HAPPENED?

Shoah Memorial Service
You are invited to an annual service at The Great
Synagogue in Sydney on Tuesday week, 11 May at
6.00pm. The service is run by the Council of Christians
and Jews of NSW in memory of the Shoah (Holocaust/
Catastrophe).
Students from Knox
and SCEGGS
Darlinghurst will
contribute.
There’s a guest
speaker from the
Sydney Jewish
Museum (a
Holocaust survivor
from Hungary) and
the Mater Chorale
will be taking part in
the service. Thanks
to David Lewis for
sharing this information.

How might Covid 19 impact our communities?
What might change as we move into the future?
How has the pandemic changed us more personally?
I guess we have been asking these sorts of questions
for a year or so but perhaps we are beginning to see
some glimpses into our
future. Hopeful or
otherwise, Steve Aynsley
will reflect on what he has
observed and heard.”
And don’t forget to put the
following week’s Coffee
Connections, Thursday 13
May, in your diary as Chris
Hudson will be talking to us
on “The Concorde Story—
The Icon of Air Travel”.

Luncheon Group:

Thursday 6 May

Do you fancy lunch and more good company after
Coffee Connections? Then join us at the home of Sue
and David Conde at 12:15pm. Everyone is most
welcome! BYO lunch — tea, coffee and cake will be
provided. If you need help with transport, please call
Janet Scott or Sue Conde.

Mother & Baby Playgroup

Craft, Coffee & Chat
Mondays, 10:00am-12.00pm at Gordon
The Monday Coffee’n’Craft group is making fleece
blankets for Wayside Chapel and is in need of sewing
machines. If you have (or know of anyone who has) a
sewing machine that’s no longer required please get in
touch. We can collect
if you can’t deliver!
Please ring the office
on 9983 9879 or email
info@gpuc.org.au
Wayside thanks you!

Do you know of any new
mums who could do with a
social outlet? Our special
Playgroup for mothers with
newborns and crawlers could
be just the ticket!
The group meets from 12:302:30pm on school term
Thursdays in Pymble’s
Richardson Room. Email
courtney.heyden@gpuc.org.au
or call 0402 644 633 for more
details.

Voucher Help Is On The Way!
We’ve identified that some people in our community
may have difficulty getting and using their “NSW Dine
& Discovery” vouchers, so we’re planning an initiative
to help with this.
We’ve arranged with Service NSW for Gisele (one of
their Community Representatives) to come to our
Gordon centre on 13 May to assist people apply for
and download their vouchers. Gisele will be available
from 10am until 2pm. To reduce waiting time, we’re
booking short appointments for anyone who would
like assistance and estimate that we can accommodate
about 30 slots in this time.
If you would like to book an appointment, please let
Lesley know as soon as possible on 0480 223 981, or
via lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au

Lunch & Movie Outing
Thursday 3 June
Having made it easier
for everyone to obtain
their “NSW Dine &
Discover” vouchers,
we’re also planning a
Lunch and Movie event
to help use some of
them up before they
expire!
We’re working with
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai
Community Transport
who will charge a small
fee for a return trip picking people up from their
homes to take them to lunch at a local restaurant that
accepts the “Dine” vouchers. After lunch, we’re
planning a short walk or bus trip up the road to
Roseville Cinema where we’ll see the Judy Dench
movie “6 Minutes to Midnight”. Roseville Cinema
accepts the “Discovery” vouchers for admittance, so
this means people can use up two of their vouchers in
one day!
Some people won’t need to use the bus and they’re
very welcome to meet us at the restaurant and/or
cinema via their own transport. Please let Lesley
know if you’d like to join us for what should be a
lovely afternoon’s entertainment. Lesley can be
reached at lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, or 0480 223 981.

Lindara Markets
2021 Dates: Saturdays 4 Sept & 27 Nov, 8am-1pm
These markets are a joint effort of the Uniting Churches
in Lindfield and Killara to raise funds to support families
who are in crisis and/or homeless on Sydney’s north
shore. The proceeds of each Lindara Market helps to
fund a professional social worker for the Lindara Families
Program. More recently these markets are receiving
ecumenical volunteer support from other local church
groups, including Lindfield’s Holy Family Catholic Church,
and from the surrounding community who donate items
for sale. Our ongoing support is much appreciated.

Walking Group Leader Needed
Our Friday morning Walking Group has been valiantly
continuing without a volunteer leader so far this year.
The Walking Group is a Heart Foundation initiative
encouraging people to be active and is provided with
leadership training, plus a host of other supports from
the Foundation. We’re currently recruiting for a new
leader and are hoping that someone in our
community would enjoy taking over the role. Please
contact Lesley via lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, or call on
0480 223 981 if you’d like to help.

Accidental Counsellor course
GPUC, with sponsorship from Gregory & Carr
Funerals, will be holding an Accidental Counsellor
course on Monday, 13 September at Gordon.
Accidental Counsellor training will equip you to
recognise when others are struggling, to respond
appropriately with confidence and to be able to
refer someone to the best community-based help in
the area. This is a great course and comes highly
recommended by people in the community services
sector.
Class numbers are limited and GPUC’s community is
invited to register asap. The normal cost of this is
around $150, but thanks to Gregory & Carr’s
generous sponsorship the cost will be $35 (including
a light lunch). Please contact Lesley Burt on 0480
223 981 or via lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au

Our Giraffes now have “necks”!
Have you applied for your free
Service NSW vouchers yet?
The Dine & Discover NSW Voucher program has been
rolled out across NSW. If you haven’t applied for your
vouchers yet, you can do so either via the Service
NSW app, or online at www.service.nsw.gov.au in a
few simple steps.
Every NSW resident aged 18 and over is eligible
to receive:
•2 x $25 vouchers for eating in at restaurants, cafés,
bars, wineries, pubs and clubs (not redeemable for
alcohol); and
•2 x $25 vouchers for entertainment and recreation,
including live music, recreational activities, cinemas
and arts venues.
Is there someone in our community who would enjoy
an outing? Why not invite them to join you?
The vouchers can be used across NSW and are valid
until Wednesday 30 June 2021. The vouchers are
also valid 7 days a week, including public holidays.
Each voucher can only be used once. If you don’t
spend the full $25, the remaining balance cannot be
used. Participating businesses can be found on the
Service NSW app, or via the Dine & Discover NSW
business finder.

Thank you to all who donated their cardboard
cylinders—our Playgroup giraffes are most grateful!

MAMMOTH GARAGE SALE
Saturday, 15 May
8am – 12 noon
St Ives Uniting Church
Cnr Mona Vale Road & Douglas Street
Furniture, toys, jewellery, china, linen, tools, bric-a-brac,
kitchenware, gardening, sporting goods, DVDs &CDs,
paintings. Massive range of secondhand books.
Incredible selection of good quality pre-loved clothing,
shoes, handbags & accessories to suit all ages.
Large choice of plants including special cream Clivias.
Jams & Relish.
Enquiries:
Stephen White 0413 271 913 or Joan Knox 8068 0494

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays.
Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney.heyden@gpuc.org.au).

At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 66 on the ground
level and 20 upstairs.
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to
be able to remain sharing in person.

Visiting the Church:

Please register your
arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand
sanitiser. You must physically distance where
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart. This is part of
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us
safe.
During worship we are permitted these strict
combinations:
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon;
b) 2 singles, or one couple and a single per pew at
Pymble; or
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew
at both locations.

Although we are unable to mingle after the service, we
are still having our Virtual Morning Tea at 11am on the
third Sunday of the month.
Topic: Sunday morning tea 11:00 AM https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84474736981?
pwd=aDU2eGxySmoxZU9ZUkN6ZlIvUFE2UT09
Meeting ID: 844 7473 6981 Passcode: 992809
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship:
at https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
For all the latest news,
visit our Website www.gpuc.org.au
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879.

