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It is a joy to welcome Sonja Paterson as our new 

Administration and Facilities Co-ordinator based at 

Pymble.  Sonja has generously served as our volunteer 

bookkeeper at Gordon for many years and has recently 

acted in the office role at Pymble for 8 weeks.  She has 

done such a marvellous job (and is always so delightful 

to work with) that Church Council agreed to appoint 

her immediately into the new position.  Sonja will now 

work 16 hours in that role and a further 6 hours in the 

Accounts position.  Some of these hours will be worked 

from home, however Sonja’s core hours at Pymble will 

be Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 10:00am-2:30pm.   

I know that you will warmly welcome Sonja to this new 

position. 

Today we introduce 7 Days of Solidarity at both our 

services.  7 Days is an overview of the wonderful work 

of God through UnitingWorld and its partners around 

A message from Steve 

Thoughts & Prayers 

Pray for 

Vera & Ken Douglas;  Pru Tout;  Judith Moss (who begins a short 

round of radiation treatment on her neck over the next 3 weeks); 

we apologise to (& continue to pray for) Shirley Bradshaw 

after listing her as Shirley Bradford!; 

Rev Steve (who is feeling stronger & received a good report from the 

doctor this week);  our New Community of Faith; 

we give thanks that Homayoon & Parvaneh have received permanent 

residency; we are thinking of all the parents, grandparents and children 

coming to our Playgroups & also of all those attending our English 

conversation classes as they work towards improving their English skills. 

the globe.  It is educational, inspirational and invites our 

ongoing prayer and support.  There will be a brief video 

in our service today and each day this week you are 

invited to read an informative email or a page from a 

booklet (which is available today).  Then next week our 

whole service will be devoted to a celebration of this 

worldwide ministry.  The way the emails work means 

that we are unable to remove individuals from receiving 

the email, so if you don’t wish to participate, please just 

ignore or delete the emails.  There will be an email from 

GPUC each day beginning today and then nothing 

further.  I hope you enjoy and find beneficial this 

initiative from UnitingWorld.  

We have full services today with the 7 Days introduction 

and an ANZAC remembrance at both services, plus Holy 

Communion at Pymble.  Our sermon will be 

correspondingly brief! 

Steve Aynsley 



Friday Fun Connections 
Our second Friday Fun Connections was a blast!  We 

had 40 attend, even though it was school holidays!  Our 

project was to bake and pack individually-wrapped 

ANZAC biscuit gifts, which we donated to the aged care 

residents of Northhaven (Turramurra) and Kari Court 

(St Ives). 

The children and parents very much enjoyed this 

chance to give back to the community.  Veronica and 

her team at Kari Court were so excited to receive our 

biscuits for their ANZAC event that they’ve already 

asked us to do it again next year!  (Don’t worry—we 

still have over 100 biscuits ready for GPUC’s ANZAC 

service too.) 

We send a massive THANK YOU to our volunteers on 

the night and to our Masterchefs who baked 200 

ANZAC biscuits in advance!  We’ve made good on our 

learnings from the launch and aim to keep improving 

how we put Faith in action each month. 

Next month we look forward to focussing on Lifeline. 

Saturday 

We’ll be looking at the Story of Esther (who stood up 

against a king and saved a nation) and using some 

contemporary stories of strong women from the book 

Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls.  We’re also going to 

be decorating vases as a gift for our mothers, so if you 

have any leftover packets of interesting paper napkins, 

we’d love to use them.  Please drop in any you may have 

to Nicola this week.  

1 May 

4:45pm 

to 6:30pm 

Do you know the stories of 

any of these strong, modern women? 

   These are the Mirabal sisters of the Dominican  

                     Republic, who   

                fought and died for  

           their country’s   

                     freedom from the   

              harsh dictatorship  

           of Raphael Trujillo. 

This is Rosa 

Parks, who 

took the 

incredibly 

brave step of 

saying “No” 

and led the 

struggle to  

end racial 

segregation  

in the USA. 

These are just some of the contemporary stories we’ll explore at next month’s Messy Church. 

This is Wilma Rudolph,  

who overcame childhood 

polio to become a record 

breaking Olympic track 

and field champion during 

the 1950s and 60s. 



Coffee Connections: 

Lindara 

Raffle 

Drawn 

Andrew Cripwell was 

our lucky first prize winner, taking home all the 

ingredients for “Cranachan”, a Scottish dessert... 

finished result pictured!  Second prize went to Lesley 

Burt, who enjoyed a delicious Taiwanese pork dish on 

Sunday night from her winnings.  

Accidental Counsellor course 

GPUC, with sponsorship from Gregory & Carr 

Funerals, will be holding an Accidental Counsellor 

course on Monday, 13 September at Gordon 

Church. 

Accidental Counsellor training will equip you to 

recognise when others are struggling, to respond 

appropriately with confidence and to be able to 

refer someone to the best community-based help 

in the area.  This is a great course and comes 

highly recommended by people in the community 

services sector. 

Class numbers are limited and GPUC’s community 

is invited to register asap.  The normal cost of this 

is around $150, but thanks to Gregory & Carr’s 

generous sponsorship the cost will be $35 

(includes a light lunch).  Please contact Lesley Burt 

on 0480 223 981 or via lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au. 

Our Company B concert last Friday was a great success!  Everyone 

had a fabulous time singing along to classic WWII hits; giggling at 

radio ads of the era; and delighting in the many Defence Force 

wardrobe changes.  To top it all off we raised $500 for Lindara! 

Walking Group Leader Needed 

Our Friday morning Walking Group has been valiantly 

continuing without a volunteer leader so far this year.  

The Walking Group is a Heart Foundation initiative 

encouraging people to be active and is provided with 

leadership training, plus a host of other supports from 

the Foundation.  We’re currently recruiting for a new 

leader and are hoping that someone in our community 

would be willing to take over the role.  Please contact 

Lesley via lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, or call on  

0480 223 981 if you’d like to help. 

Here’s our 

stall at 

Turramurra 

Uniting 

Church’s 

Seniors 

Festival.  

Many thanks 

to Janet Scott 

for helping 

Lesley set up. 

mailto:Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au
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Visiting the Church:   Please register your 

arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand 
sanitiser. You must physically distance where 
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart. This is part of 
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us 
safe. 

During worship we are permitted these strict 
combinations: 

a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon; 

b) 2 singles, or one couple and a single per pew at 
Pymble; or 

c) a larger group of same-household members per pew 
at both locations. 

At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed. 
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 66 on the ground 
level and 20 upstairs. 

Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to 
be able to remain sharing in person. 

Although we are unable to mingle after the service, we 
are still having our Virtual Morning Tea at 11am on the 
third Sunday of the month. 

Topic: Sunday morning tea  11:00 AM https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84474736981?
pwd=aDU2eGxySmoxZU9ZUkN6ZlIvUFE2UT09  

Meeting ID: 844 7473 6981 Passcode: 992809 

 

You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship: 
at  https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
 
For all the latest news, 
visit our Website www.gpuc.org.au  
 

Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney.heyden@gpuc.org.au). 

Coffee Connections: Thursday 6 May 

Join us at Pymble for the return of Coffee Connections!  

We’ll start at 10:30am with a “Think Link” in the Church, 

followed at 10:45am by coffee and a chat in the 

Marshall Hall and our guest speaker, Steve Aynsley, will 

take the mike at 11:15am to discuss... 

“WHAT JUST HAPPENED?  

How might Covid 19 impact our communities? 

What might change as we move into the future?  

How has the pandemic changed us more personally? I 

guess we have been asking these sorts of questions for a 

year or so but perhaps we are beginning to see some 

glimpses into our 

future. Hopeful or 

otherwise, Steve 

Aynsley will reflect 

on what he has 

observed and 

heard.” 

Have you applied for your free 

Service NSW vouchers yet? 
The Dine & Discover NSW Voucher program has been 
rolled out across NSW.  If you haven’t applied for your 
vouchers yet, you can do so either via the Service 
NSW app, or online at www.service.nsw.gov.au in a 
few simple steps. 

Every NSW resident aged 18 and over is eligible  
to receive: 

•2 x $25 vouchers for eating in at restaurants, cafés, 
bars, wineries, pubs and clubs (not redeemable for 
alcohol); and 

•2 x $25 vouchers for entertainment and recreation, 
including live music, recreational activities, cinemas 
and arts venues. 

Is there someone in our community who would enjoy 
an outing?  Why not invite them to join you? 

The vouchers can be used across NSW and are valid 
until Wednesday 30 June 2021.  The vouchers are 
also valid 7 days a week, including public holidays.  
Each voucher can only be used once.  If you don’t 
spend the full $25, the remaining balance cannot be 
used.  Participating businesses can be found on the 
Service NSW app, or via the Dine & Discover NSW 
business finder. 

Friendship Circle: Crafting 6 May 

Our Friendship Circle group so enjoys getting together 

that we’re now adding an extra meeting just for 

crafting!   Join us on the 1st Monday each month to 

work on your latest craft project and on the 3rd 

Monday for our regular meeting with a guest speaker. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
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