The New-Normal Newsletter
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church
Sunday 4 April 2021

A message from Steve
Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed!
So the Easter affirmation is shared and spread among
congregations around the world today.
From the desperation and defeat of Good Friday, hope
rises on Easter Day; hope that goodness is stronger than
evil; that God can turn around the most hopeless of
situations, and that injustice never goes unnoticed by
our God.
In particular as we explore Mark’s Gospel this year, we
celebrate that the Temple curtain is rent asunder, the
risen Christ is ‘on the loose’ and goes before us. Our
job, as those devoted to him, is once again to seek and
to follow.
May we know that the events of that first Easter Day do
not ‘undo’ the sufferings of Christ but that they affirm
that we worship a crucified God who is acquainted with
suffering and hardship, and yet who overcomes.
Steve Aynsley
A reminder for those wishing to worship at Pymble next
Sunday, 11 April: as flagged we have the baptism of
John Hutcheson’s grandson, Hunter.
We have allocated 20 spaces to the family and
therefore have to limit the numbers of our regulars to
20, to maintain our 40 limit. (The requirement for 1.5
metre social distancing trumps the other restrictions
that are being eased.)
Please register as normal when prompted during the
week, but please understand we will reach our limits
earlier and you may be asked to attend Gordon if
possible.
Thank you for your ongoing flexibility as we seek to
accommodate this family who have been waiting for
over 1 year to have Hunter baptised.

Food for Lifeline
Thank you to everyone for continuing to give food
donations so generously each week. With thousands
of families now affected by severe flooding, Lifeline
will be relying on our contributions even more as they
stretch to support these families in addition to their
usual heavy load.

Thoughts
& Prayers
Pray for
Steve Aynsley,
Pru Tout,
Lyn & Bruce Kwong,
Jill Middleton,
Shirley Bradford, &
Our New Community
of Faith.

Sunday Service Rosters
We need help with the running of our Sunday services,
every Sunday at Gordon at 9.30 am and the second
and fourth Sundays each month at Pymble at 11 am.
The positions which we need to fill at both sites are:
General Steward - opens and closes the church and
oversees the Stewards who are assisting. Peter
Fleming, backed up by Brian Gill, performs this role at
Pymble and both are happy to share this role.
Vestry Prayers & Notices - assists the minister, says a
prayer with the minister before the service, lights the
candle for the service and makes the announcements.
Stewards (2) - help with opening and closing the
church and checking the attendees as they arrive,
handing out material to the attendees for the service
and ushering them to the pews.
Communion Steward - handles the arrangements for
communion, including preparing the elements and
arranging 3 fellow servers.
As you can see, it takes a quite number of people to
help with a service and it is neither fair, nor practical,
to rely heavily on only a few regulars. You’re also
welcome to volunteer for more than one role on the
same day.

We have a special opportunity to hear the
fabulous vocal group Company B!
If you enjoy the songs of the 40’s and 50’s come
along and bring a friend, too. One of Company
B’s members used to be a GPUC Playgroup mum.
They’re offering us this concert so they have a
chance to practise in front of a live audience.
The concert will be at 8:00pm after Friday Fun
Connections. Let’s show our support!

Harmony
Day Raffle
To celebrate the
wonderful recipes
everyone’s sent in,
we’re raffling off
two “Harmony Day
Fresh Box” kits,
each containing the
ingredients to make
a different recipe
from the collection.
Contact Lesley or Nicola for your chance to win!
Tickets are $2 each, or 3 for $5.
All proceeds go to the Lindara Family Program.

Please let Sonja Paterson know (at info@gpuc.org.au)
what roles you can fill, when you can do them (ideally
for whole months) and at which site (Gordon and/or
Pymble).
We would very much encourage Gordon regulars to
help out at Pymble and Pymble regulars to reciprocate
at Gordon.

Giraffe “Necks” Needed!
Our Playgroups
will be crafting
giraffes later in
the year and we
need your help
to stock up on
giraffe “necks”.
Please save the
inner cardboard
rolls from your
plastic wrap,
aluminium foil
and baking
paper, etc.
Marked boxes
are outside the
Pymble and
Gordon offices
for your donations.

Seniors Festival Activities
13 to 24 April 2021
Enrol now—places are filling fast!

MADOW

Friendship Circle

(Make A Difference Out West)

Warm clothes please, for the inland NSW winter.

The Friendship Circle will next meet at Pymble
on Monday 19th April at 10:15am.
Our guest will be Kerry Blight, who will speak to us
about ‘Actors through the Ages'.
Everyone is very welcome to join us.

Freshly washed and folded men’s, women’s and
children’s winter outer clothes. New underwear.

Holiday Playgroups

Our next shipment will be in mid May.

What can we send??

Sheets in good condition. Washed blankets, throws
and doonas.
Shoes - worn once.
Football boots if still strong.
Toiletry bags or handbags packed with new face
washer, soap, toothbrush and toothpaste, hairbrush or
strong comb, deodorant, etc.
Travel-sized toiletries from motels.
Handbags - fresh condition.
Small pieces of luggage.
Saucepans, Sewing Machines & Breadmakers in good
working order.
Woolworths have good towels for $10, 2 face washers
for $7.50, single bed sheet sets $12, double or queen
sets $15. Better sheets $22, sometimes less.
Bunnings bags ($1.20 from their stores) are perfect for
packing the goods into as they are non-slip, stable
when stacked high, and aren’t so big that they damage
our shoulders while handling them full.
If you wish to donate and find it difficult to access the
church offices, please contact Pam Stewart. Pam is
happy to receive goods at her home if that helps you.

A reduced schedule of Playgroups will continue during
the school holidays. Join us for holiday crafting on
Wednesday 7, Monday 12 & Tuesday 13 April.

Prison Ministry in the new “Covid Normal”
Covid has impacted many ministry programmes
offered in prisons due to lockdowns or an
embargo on outside visitors. One programme
that remains available is the Crossroads
correspondence bible study programme offered
to people in prison and their families. A quick
video overview of the programme will be on our
website soon. Feel free to contact Maureen Hovy
at info@gpuc.org.au for more information.
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion
each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm
Wednesdays. (Early receipt next week will be
especially appreciated as Nicola will be away on
Friday 9 April.)

Website — please send items for uploading to our
website to Courtney (courtney.heyden@gpuc.org.au).

At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 66 on the ground
level and 20 upstairs.
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to
be able to remain sharing in person.

Visiting the Church:

Please register your
arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand
sanitiser. You must physically distance where
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart. This is part of
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us
safe.
During worship we are permitted these strict
combinations:
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon;
b) 2 singles, or one couple and a single per pew at
Pymble; or
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew
at both locations.

Although we are unable to mingle after the service, we
are still having our Virtual Morning Tea at 11am on the
third Sunday of the month.
Topic: Sunday morning tea 11:00 AM https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84474736981?
pwd=aDU2eGxySmoxZU9ZUkN6ZlIvUFE2UT09
Meeting ID: 844 7473 6981 Passcode: 992809
You can still Join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship:
at
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
For all the latest news,
visit our Website www.gpuc.org.au
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879

