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A message from Steve
Dear GPUC friends,
Church Council is currently dealing with two major
issues concerning the future of our congregation and
we are keen to communicate with you about these
over the coming weeks.
1. Staffing. We are planning to re-submit the profile
for a 50% minister to ensure that the great start to our
Friday Fun Connections can truly develop into a
sustainable, long term community of faith. Next
Sunday a background paper on the proposal for an
additional part-time minister will be available and I will
speak briefly about it in the service. We are currently
working on the financial case. A congregational
meeting on Sunday, 30 May, will enable further
information to be shared, an open discussion, and the
opportunity for the congregation to indicate its
support or otherwise. Also at this meeting, we will give
notice of the discussion on property matters to be held
at the next Congregation Meeting on 20 June – see
below:
2. Property matters. The proposed Uniting
development in our area at Carlotta Street, Gordon (as
outlined in our weekly newsletter on 28 March) and
the possibility of our congregation re-locating to a
purpose-built centre in that development has pushed
the Church Council to explore all the possibilities
around our future property needs. Such major
discussions require not only prayer and discernment
but also exploring options quite deeply even without
any commitment. Options exist to sell both properties
and relocate to Carlotta Street, sell both properties and
build elsewhere, sell one property and re-develop the
other, or do nothing and stay as we are. Each has its
own advantages and challenges. A congregational
meeting has been scheduled for 20 June to bring the

congregation up to date. To enable Council to proceed
with an awareness of the congregation’s mind, there
will be a proposal for an in-principle approval to worship
on one site. (That is, there is little use in expending time
and money exploring all the options if there is no mood
to worship together on one site.) A background paper
with a rationale and explanation of the options in more
detail will be available on Sunday, 6 June, two weeks
prior to the meeting.
I encourage your prayer, discernment and opinions
around these significant matters for our congregation.
Steve Aynsley

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
Vera & Ken Douglas; Pru Tout; Judith Moss;
May Peaston; Mari Blackmore;
Wendy Wallin’s sister, Jane, who begins treatment
for a return of pancreatic cancer; Glen Williamson,
who needed to return to hospital after an infection
in her foot; & our New Community of Faith
as we try to develop & grow a place
for all generations.

Notice of Congregational Meetings

GPUC - MJC Working Group

Notice is hereby given of two Congregational Meetings:

Most of us will be aware that our congregation has
entered into a partnership with Margaret Jurd
College, a Uniting Church Special School located at
Shortland, Newcastle. In December the GPUC
Mission Team established the GPUC – MJC Working
Group. A principal purpose of the Working Group is
to identify and initiate activities which are consistent
with the development and maintenance of our
partnership with Margaret Jurd College and which
reflect the mission of GPUC, being:

1. 30 May - to receive a report from the Mission
Planning Group and to seek endorsement for
re-submitting our profile for a 50% second minister.
2. 20 June - to consider a proposal from Church
Council regarding property and to receive a further
report from the Mission Planning Group.
Both meetings will follow worship at the combined
service at Gordon. Background papers will be
available before both meetings.

Friday Fun Connections
21 May: Focus on Lifeline
You don’t have to have kids—FFC is for all ages—come
along and be part of the buzz!
Hall of Games: All games will be in the Hall. Our kick
off group activity will involve your listening skills.
Project Red Room: We’ll have activities to assist
Lifeline, who GPUC has been supporting for over 20
years. Our FFC activities will be:
•Food shop for a family in need. One of Lifeline’s many

activities is to assist families in need of emergency
food relief. Why not involve your children in choosing
and doing the shopping? See our website for a list of
foods to donate.
•Create an artwork using all the staple foods that are

regularly donated by the GPUC community. See
Courtney’s attempt at a heart shape on our website.
•Card writing. We want the families Lifeline support to

know we are thinking of them, especially when times
are difficult. We’ll provide some sentences to kickstart
you writing a few paragraphs.
•Volunteer treat gift. As it’s National Volunteer Week

(17-23 May), we’ll decorate a box and fill it with sealed
treats to thank Lifeline’s volunteers who give their
time and a listening ear in aid of those in crisis.
Perhaps you could bring along a bag of treats, too.
Yellow Room: We’ll continue to have some craft or
mindfulness activities and facilitate interesting
discussions relating to parenting, families and
relationships. We’re also looking to arrange speakers
on mental health, social/media technology and
transitioning into high school.
Courtyard: Join us from 6:30pm for delicious
hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the over 18’s!) a glass
of wine. $10pp includes food and refreshments—
please book in advance via our website.

“that which we do for others
out of our love for Christ”.
The congregation’s contribution to our partnership
with the College will include both financial and
practical support.
The Working Group has invited Darren Twist, Principal
of the College, and Jim Knowles, Chair of the College
Board, to speak at the service which will be held at
Gordon on Sunday, 6 June. Darren’s and Jim’s visit
will present us with the opportunity to learn about
the important role the College plays in supporting
students who have struggled in the mainstream
education system, as well as in supporting the
families of those students.
Margaret Jurd College serves a social demographic
which is vastly different from those which are served
by schools such as Ravenswood, PLC and Knox. We
expect that when you hear from Darren and Jim you
will be encouraged by how a very different type of
Uniting Church school is providing a real and positive
influence in the lives of a special cohort of young
people and their families.
We are very much looking forward to Darren’s and
Jim’s visit and hope that you can all join with us in
welcoming them on 6 June.
David Hodges
Convenor, GPUC – MJC Working Group

Do you have a good Second-hand Laptop
Computer you no longer need?
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church’s
Friday Computer Clinic is looking for
pre-loved Notebook Computers to
replace their ageing, confused, tired,
sick and dead computers.

Friendship Circle
Monday 17 May at Pymble
Come along to the Marshall Hall at 10:15am for coffee
and a chat before our guest speakers’ presentation
from Alan and Leonie Peterson.
A lovely surprise arrived in
the mail this week — a
delightful letter of thanks to
our Friday Fun Connections
families, volunteers & staff:

Call Bruce Kwong if you can
donate a Notebook Computer
(price is negotiable) with at least the
following specifications . . .
8Gb Memory (RAM), 500 Gb Disk, Intel i5 Processor,
Microsoft Windows 10, Microsoft Office 2013.

Lunch & Movie Outing
Join us on Thursday 3
June to use some of
your NSW Dine &
Discover vouchers. For
a small return trip fee,
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai
Community Transport
will collect you from
home to meet us for
lunch at a local
restaurant that accepts
the “Dine” vouchers.
After lunch, we’re
planning a short walk or
bus trip up the road to
Roseville Cinema where we’ll see Judy Dench’s film “6
Minutes to Midnight” in exchange for a “Discovery”
voucher. You’re also welcome to simply meet us at
the restaurant or cinema. Please let Lesley know if
you’d like to join what should be a lovely afternoon’s
entertainment. Call or email Lesley on 0480 223 981,
or lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au.

Laptop for sale?

Seulgi Gwak (a Korean student
that some GPUC members have supported over the
last 5 years) has now finished her Business Diploma
and is starting an IT Degree course. Seulgi can’t afford
a new computer, so is looking for a good, cheap
second-hand laptop with at least 16 Gb of RAM, 500
Gb of Disk, an i7 Processor, 64 bit Windows 10 and
(if possible) Microsoft Office. If you’ve something
suitable for sale, please contact Bruce Kwong.

“To the very fine ANZAC
biscuit cooks from Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church,
Thank you all so very much for your thoughtfulness and
hard work in cooking and packaging biscuits for our
ANZAC Day Remembrance service. The residents and
staff enjoyed a Church service with pipes and drums
from Knox and shared your yummy biscuits
afterwards.
Many thanks, Ainsley Hodgson
on behalf of the Northaven Hostel Residents.”

Coffee Connections Thursday 20 May
Join us at Pymble for Coffee Connections!
We’ll start at 10:30am with a “Think Link”
in the Church, followed at 10:45am by
coffee and a chat in the Marshall Hall, then
at 11:15am we’ll hear the photographic
journey of John Buchanan.
John has been interested in photography ever since
leaving developer stains on his parent’s carpet at age
10! His first pictures were taken using a borrowed
Box Brownie, then developing the film in a blackedout bedroom. It wasn’t long before all his pocket
money was spent on film, paper and developing
chemicals!
By his 13th birthday an enlarger arrived as a gift,
sending him off discovering the mysteries of cropped
and edited monochrome prints, which eventually
grew into processing and printing colour film and
prints in a well-equipped home darkroom.
Fast-forward 40 years to the digital age and John
became Gordon’s “Mr Click” as he built an archive of
over 10,000 photos documenting the congregation’s
activities from 2007.
But what, you may ask, does Mr Click do when not
photographing events at GPUC? Well, you’ll have to
come along on Thursday to find out!
At the following week’s Coffee Connections, Thursday
27 May, our guest speaker, Rick Barnes, will talk to us
about his planned solo kayak trip to New Zealand.

Audio-Visual Equipment Training
We’re on the lookout for new volunteers to help run
our Audio-Visual (AV) Equipment at Gordon.
Bruce Kwong has kindly organised a training session
on the “Setup and Use of the Gordon AV Equipment”,
including how to “Livestream to Youtube”.
The training session will be on Saturday 29 May,
starting at 10:00am. User Guides will be provided for
all who attend. If you’d like to learn these new
technical skills, please contact Bruce via his listing in
the Church Directory.

Bible Reading Roster
A Bible Reading roster is being put together for our
2nd and 4th Sunday services at Pymble. If you’d like
to be part of our roster please contact Brian Gill —
he’ll be very pleased to hear from you.
Here’s a photo from the long-awaited Covid-safe
return of our Friday Community Centre BBQ Lunch.
Aren’t we lucky we managed to get one in before
the re-instatement of restrictions last week
saw it cancelled again?!

Hot tip for NSW D&D vouchers!
Many thanks to Mary Martin for letting us know that you can
extend the life of your NSW Dine & Discover vouchers by
exchanging them for Hoyts E-vouchers which are valid for 3
years! (One $25 NSW D&D voucher “buys”a Hoyts E-voucher
redeemable for 2 movie tickets.)

Gordon Book Group
At our May meeting we discussed “An Artist of the
Floating World” by Kazuo Ishiguro. While enjoying
saké and Japanese snacks we unpacked this story of an
eminent artist looking back over his career and dealing
with his adult daughters during the post-war period in
Japan. Some of us really
enjoyed this book, while
others found it a bit slow and
hard to get into!
Next month we’ll consider
“The Yield” by Tara June
Winch at 8:00pm on 7 June at
the home of Lyn McLennan
and Peter Norman. If you
can’t come in person, please
join us on Zoom via this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95653856350?
pwd=OCtaRlRyNmxzdTJIMzdkQnJUVHFKZz09
(Meeting ID: 956 5385 6350 and Passcode: 637680)

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays.
Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney.heyden@gpuc.org.au).
At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 66 on the ground
level and 20 upstairs.
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to
be able to remain sharing in person.

Visiting the Church:

Please register your
arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand
sanitiser. You must physically distance where
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart. This is part of
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us
safe.
During worship we are permitted these strict
combinations:
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon;
b) 2 singles, or one couple and a single per pew at
Pymble; or
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew
at both locations.

Although we are unable to mingle after the service, we
are still having our Virtual Morning Tea at 11am on the
third Sunday of the month.
Topic: Sunday morning tea 11:00 AM https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84474736981?
pwd=aDU2eGxySmoxZU9ZUkN6ZlIvUFE2UT09
Meeting ID: 844 7473 6981 Passcode: 992809
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship:
at https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
For all the latest news,
visit our Website www.gpuc.org.au
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879.

