A Shared Path
"I honour the path each person is on. I believe that all of our prayer
paths lead to the Great Mystery, or Spirit, or God." - Mary Thunder

The Quarterly Journal of Gordon- Pymble Uniting Church, NSW, Australia
June 2021

ABOVE: Sunday Worship @ Pymble Ladies College, 16/05/2021
INSIDE: From the Minister’s Keyboard
Being Young and Christian
Messy Church
The Blessing of Strangers
India
Death of Hans Kung, Catholic theologian, at 93
And much more – despite the pandemic!

From the Editor’s Desk
As our congregation seeks to open up our community to
younger people, this edition of A Shared Path contains an
article by Dr Diedre Palmer, the UCA President, which
affirms “the gifts and voices of young people shaping our
life and mission”. Dr Palmer writes, “The Uniting Church
believes that young people are the church of today (as are
our children and older members!) as well as the church of
the future”. Dr Palmer’s article demonstrates that, in
opening up our community to young people, GPUC is
actively promoting change, growth and activism,
deepening faith in the life of our church in the future.
Meanwhile, articles on Messy Church, Sunday Worship at Pymble Ladies College
and Friday Fun Connections demonstrate ways in which our congregation is
already opening up to younger people.
Other articles in this issue focus on the impact of Covid-19 on India, our
partnership with UnitingWorld and Asia Sunday 2021. We also mark the passing
of Kenneth Daryl Watson, Bruce Watson’s brother, Alexander McNeilage
Robertson, David Robertson’s father, and Hans Kung, a Catholic theologian who
made an enormous contribution to our understanding of the faith and was critical
of the church. Hans Kung died at 93.
In the section titled ‘What’s on at Gordon Pymble Uniting Church’ it has been
suggested that the men in the Gordon/Pymble church and community activities
might like to get together for lunch once a month or once a quarter at a
café/bar/restaurant. One suggested location is the Terry Hills Tavern. There would
be no speaker. No topic for discussion. Just blokes’ informal conversations. Please
let me know if you are interested.
Finally, I have written a small article on the blessing of strangers which has to do
with an experience I had in the Kimberley only a few weeks ago (p.16).
While the Covid-19 pandemic has prevented some of our church functions from
going ahead as normal, most of what we can offer in this congregation has
continued to be offered. Rev Steve Aynsley concludes his piece from the minister’s
keyboard by saying, “Yes, of course it is fragile and tenuous – most ministry is –
but perhaps the vision of our future begins with changing the way we think about
the present.” Amen to that.

Rev Paul Swadling
The deadline for contributions to the September edition is Friday 20th August.
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GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH

We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open
community.
Minister of the Word

Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201
steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au

Church Council Chair

Lloyd Robinson

Council Secretary

David Turner

Family Workers

Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633
courtney@gpuc.org.au
Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981
Office Managers

Sonja Paterson, Pymble (10am – 1.30pm Mon, Wed,
Thurs & Friday) (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au

Ministry Coordinator

Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Mon – Fri)
(02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES
Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship
services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each Sunday on
YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or Natasha and the
services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time afterwards.
WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH
While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be
joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 29 – 35..
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SYDNEY COVENANT UNITING CHURCH

We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy Church and a Growing Church.
Minister of the Word:
Rev Sunil Jeong
Email: covenant95@gmail.com
On the corner of the Pacific Highway &
Cecil Street, Gordon NSW 2072
SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Worship: 12:30 pm
Young Adult Group: 3:00 pm
Sunday School:
3:00 pm

OTHER PROGRAMS:
Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 8.00 pm
MISSION FIELD:
Indonesia (Noeraku)
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From the Minister’s Keyboard
The book of Proverbs reminds the us, “Where there
is no vision, people perish.” (29:18). More modern
translations suggest the meaning might be different
than what we have often imagined, yet there is truth
in the need for vision for any group, church or nation.
The future is always asking us questions about what
we are doing in the present.
Pymble and Gordon congregations had a vision to
amalgamate to do something new. We have achieved
a tremendous amount (it is always good to remind
ourselves of that) and we have begun our new community of faith. So perhaps it is
time to re-cast the vision.
Our present discussions around mission planning and property possibilities ask us
some important questions related to vision. What type of future do we imagine for
ourselves? Are we looking forward with hope or should we start planning the
congregation’s funeral? Will there be a congregation for which to re-build / relocate, or are we destined to go the way of the dodo, and the way of many
congregations?
Of course, we are battling a cultural shift away from religion and Christianity in
particular. People don’t join groups, let alone the churches, as they did in the past.
Old models of church are unlikely to be attractive enough to stop this tide. If our
entire vision about what the church will be in the future is limited to what it has
been in the past, then yes, the church’s life may well be limited.
But if we can see that the treasure of the good
news is the important thing, not the structure of
the clay jars… or, shifting Biblical metaphors, if
we can appreciate that the new wine of the
gospel requires new wineskins, lest the old ones
split, then we begin to understand that the future
– with its uncomfortable questions – asks us to
be people of change. It asks us to be flexible
with our structures, services, organisation and expectations in order to focus on what
is important – faith living itself out in love and all that supports that.
And so, we can look forward in hope. Not that our Sunday morning services might
automatically be awash with young families and an overflowing Sunday School, but
that we will engage with families and our wider community in a very real way, even
as we have begun doing now.
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We have a long way to go, and there are many unanswered questions, but part of
our vision, I believe, must be about valuing what we do differently; appreciating the
new initiatives and activities (Friday Fun Connections, Messy Church, Community
activities) not as secondary but as central to who we are. When we do so, we
understand we are not a declining congregation but a very active and growing one.
Yes, of course it is fragile and tenuous – most ministry is – but perhaps the vision
of our future begins with changing the way we think about the present.

Rev Steve Aynsley

Being Young and Christian
This story was first published in the Synod of South Australia New Times magazine
April and May 2021 edition
Written by Dr Deidre Palmer, President
Uniting Church in Australia
From its inauguration the Uniting Church
has affirmed the gifts and voices of young
people shaping our life and mission.
Young people are members of our
decision-making councils; they contribute
to local churches; they are part of ministry
in schools and universities; they express
their Christian faith through the arts; they
offer their gifts in worship; they are sharing
their faith with their peers; and they are
building pastoral networks.
Young people continue to discern the call of God on their lives and seek wisdom
on where God is leading them. They are embodying the love and hope of Christ in
their families, schools, workplaces and wider community networks; and they are
passionate advocates for God’s vision of justice, peace, and reconciliation for our
world.
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The Uniting Church believes that young people are the church of today (as are our
children and older members!) as well as the church of the future.

•
•
•
•
•

National Young Adult Leaders Conference (NYALC)
During my time as President, it has been a joy and great source of encouragement
to meet with youth and young adults of the Uniting Church. I hosted, along with
the Assembly Resourcing Unit, a National Young Adult Leaders Conference
(NYALC) in January 2019. 120 leaders from across the life of the Uniting Church
met in Adelaide to share their faith, their gifts and their hopes for our Church and
its future. It was an inspiring time and those young leaders have continued to
connect with each other and the Assembly. When NYALC 2021 was cancelled,
because of border restrictions, we went online. Rev Charissa Suli and I hosted four
online conversations with young adults.
The President’s Roundtable
I have also hosted ‘The President’s Roundtable’ – conversations with young adults
in the Uniting Church. The Roundtable includes listening to the voices of Uniting
Church youth and young adults around a series of key areas and questions
regarding their journey with Christ and their Christian discipleship, their
experience and views of the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA) and what sustains
and encourages them in living the Gospel of Christ in their daily lives.
The Roundtable includes a conversation on their views on how the Church might
engage in the public space and their hopes for who we are and are becoming as the
UCA. The latest Roundtable was held in Sydney with 30 young adults in
attendance.
In each of the Roundtables, young people are invited to respond to the following:
The thing I value most about the Uniting Church is …
My best experience of the Uniting Church is …
The biggest challenge facing the Uniting Church is …
I wish that the Uniting Church ...
How do we want the Uniting Church to engage in the public space?
Some of the responses included the following:
Young people value our hospitable, welcoming church and its intergenerational
and multicultural nature. One person noted ‘feeling like I come home when I go to
church.’ Another valued ‘being comforted by my church community in times of
grief and need.’
They value our Covenant relationship with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress (UAICC). In the public space, they believe we need to respond
to mental health issues experienced by them and their peers. They believe it’s
important for the Church to be responding to domestic violence.
They are concerned about racism and the treatment of refugees. They are actively
engaged in addressing the impacts of Climate Change and believe as the Church
we need to be actively and urgently responding to this crisis.
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Young people affirmed the ways they are able to contribute to the UCA –
leadership in local churches in Synod and Assembly.
They are concerned about being patronised and dismissed, when they have much
to contribute; and believe their viewpoints and insights can bring transformation
to the Church.
They love connecting with each other online, with others they met at NYALC,
National Christian Youth Convention (NCYC), Synod and Presbytery retreats, and
National Conference gatherings. They believe it’s important to connect with
country, culture and language and they value the wisdom of their elders.
We asked the NYALC Online young leaders, what they have learned during this
time of the global pandemic? Some of the responses included: They are grateful to
God for their pastoral networks. They are concerned for people around the world,
who have been much more significantly affected by the pandemic, than their
experience here in Australia.
‘It’s been a good opportunity to have family prayers.’ ‘As a family, we’ve been
worshipping at home together and have occasionally checked out other services
online – that’s been a good opportunity.’
‘I have learned that the church is not a building. The church is not contained to a
building. The church is so adaptable, even with people we didn’t expect it to be.
Church is about worshipping God, and it is another way of checking in with family
and friends.’
If you are a young person in the Uniting Church, we at the Assembly would like
to hear from you about your faith journey, your experience of the Uniting Church
and your vision for who we are and are becoming as the church participating in
God’s mission in the world. Email: president@nat.uca.org.au
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Messy Church

On Saturday 3rd May Janet and I attended Messy Church for the first time. What a
great occasion. There were something like 35 youngsters and their parents there.
The atmosphere was energetic and purposeful. The children and the teenagers were
all intense. Editor
From Nicola: A big thank you to all who were involved in Messy Church on
Saturday. We’ve received this lovely email from a new parent, which is a wonderful
encouragement for our team:
“Our family had so much fun and great fellowship in last Saturday’s Messy Church.
Kudos to you and all the volunteers for their effort and dedication to organize an
activity which is family oriented and build upon the values of the Church.”
We are continuing our new format where Year 5 and above have their own space to
talk through issues. This month they talked about amazing women. Check out their
poster of Amazing Women.
Here is the prayer they shared during our celebration:
Dear God,
Thank you for the chance to gather today and learn more about lives of some
amazing women who have come before us.
We give thanks for our mothers, sisters, aunts, grannies, and friends.
We give thanks for:
Rosie Batty for her incredible strength, courage and compassion in all her work for
some of the most vulnerable members of our society
Alicia Alonso for her perseverance during tough times and her amazing skill as a
ballerina.
10

Connie Johnson for her bravery, hope and resilience in the face of her cancer
diagnosis and her fight for advocacy.
Hypatia for going against society’s expectations and making amazing, discoveries.
Boudica for her fearless bravery and for standing up for her people.
Mata Hari for her fascinating life and being fearless, free, complicated and
interesting.
Louise Mack for her bravery, spirit and intelligence.
Ella Havelka for her confidence to work hard and achieve her dreams.
Thank you for these women and so many others who inspire and encourage us to be
courageous, rebellious and kind. Amen.
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Sunday Worship @ Pymble Ladies College
On Sunday 16 May we
held our regular worship
service in the Chapel of
Pymble Ladies College.
Rev Steve shared the
service leadership with
the college’s chaplains,
Rev Lorenzo Rodriguez
Torres and Rev Punam
Bent.
Lorenzo
was
formerly the minister at
GUC. It was a pleasure to
see him again.
Of course, being a time
when Covid restrictions were being applied, we observed social distancing and
everyone wore masks. However, despite this, Sunday 16 May was quite an occasion
for two families and one senior school student. Penny and Nick presented their
daughter, Sophie Elizabeth Suzanne Turner, for baptism. Teri-Ann and Matt
presented their daughter, Zoe Teresa Kladal. For baptism. And Sarah Heather
Macpherson presented herself for the confirmation of her baptism. Steve looked
after the service while Lorenzo and Punum conducted the baptisms and the
confirmation. The babes’ parents and Sarah had been waiting for sometime because
of Covid.
Due to the Covid restrictions,
we couldn’t sing hymns.
However, Livia Korng and
Clare Macpherson (Sarah’s
sister) gave us some beautiful
music. Livia sang ‘Hallelujah’
and Clare sang ‘If God be For
Us’ from Handel’s Messiah.
There was a buzz of
conversation after the service
as people took time to catch up
with their friends and the three
ministers who had turned the
worship service into a very personal affirmation of faith.
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On Friday April 23rd Gordon
hosted a concert by
Company B which was a
great success! Everyone had
a fabulous time singing
along to classic WWII hits,
laughing at radio ads of the
era and enjoying the many
Defence Force wardrobe
changes. This concert was a
run-through for Company B
who, like other entertainers,
hadn’t been able to stage a live performance through the lockdown. To top it all
off we raised $500 for Lindara!
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Friday Fun Connections
Uniting Kari Court nursing home were
very excited when FFC donated Anzac
biscuits in time for their Anzac
service. THANK YOU. You will be
pleased to know they have asked if we
can do it again next year!

21 May: Focus on Lifeline
Parents, children and others, a variety of
ages, all became part of the buzz!
Hall of Games: All games were played in
the Hall. Our kick-off group activity
involved people’s listening skills.
Project Red Room: We had activities to
assist Lifeline, whom GPUC has been supporting for over 20 years. Our FFC
activities were:
•Food shopping for a family in need. One of Lifeline’s many activities is to assist
families in need of emergency food relief. Parents were invited to involve their
children in choosing and doing the shopping. Our website provided a list of foods
to donate.
•Create an artwork using all the staple foods that are regularly donated by the
GPUC community. Courtney’s attempt at a heart shape was on our website.
•Card writing. We wanted the families Lifeline supports to know we are thinking
of them, especially when times are difficult. We provided some sentences to
kickstart folk writing a few paragraphs.
•Volunteer treat gift. As it was National Volunteer Week (17-23 May), we decorated
a box and filled it with sealed treats to thank Lifeline’s volunteers who give their
time and a listening ear in aid of those in crisis. People were invited bring along a
bag of treats, too.
Yellow Room: We continued to have some craft or mindfulness activities and
facilitated interesting discussions relating to parenting, families and relationships.
We are also looking to arrange speakers on mental health, social/media technology
and transitioning into high school.
Courtyard: At 6:30pm we shared delicious hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the over
18’s!) a glass of wine. $10pp included food and refreshments. People were invited
to book in advance via our website.
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Farewell, Ken and Alexander

In March, Bruce Watson - long-time member and enthusiastic volunteer at the
Gordon site - bid farewell to his brother, Ken, and David Robertson - keen member
of the UGCC painting group - bid farewell to his father, Alexander. We remember
Bruce and Rosemary and David and their families in our prayers with lots of love.
God bless you.

Dine and Discover Vouchers
On 13th May, Gisele from Service NSW
visited us at Gordon and helped twenty-one
people get their Dine and Discover
vouchers. There were a lot of happy people
leaving the church that day. A big thank you
to Gisele for all her hard work.
We also want to thank Madeline Yan from
Hornsby Council and Helen Crouch from
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Community Transport
who were on hand for people to obtain aged
care information. Thanks also go to Lyn Kwong and Vicki Williams for generously
donating their time to serve morning tea. Lesley Burt
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The Blessing of Strangers by the Editor
On Tuesday 8 June, Janet and I returned
from a wonderful tour of the Kimberley.
What a great trip. We saw many
outstanding sites and enjoyed the
company of our fellow travellers.
On Thursday 3 June we travelled via the
Gibb River Road to Bell Gorge, one of the
most spectacular gorges in the
Kimberley. The group set off on a guided
walk down to the falls and enjoyed a
swim in the rock pools at the top of the
waterfall.
I started on the walk but decided the
surface of the walk was too much for my
sense of balance. I told our guide and
turned back. Then, after the others had
left, I decided my reluctance was silly and
went anyway - on my own.
I set off slowly, making sure of my steps as I went. But, about three quarters of the
way down, I had a fall. A woman I didn’t know, on her way back up the walk, came
to my aid and helped me to get to my feet. After expressing my thanks, I continued
my journey. Eventually I came to the foot of the walk where I could see my travel
companions. I had to cross a small stream to join the group. I waved and started but
fell again. Another woman I didn’t know came running to help me out of the water.
Then my friends reached me.
After a few seconds, I realised I had dropped my phone in the water. My friends
searched for it but couldn’t find it. They suggested I may have dropped it before I
reached the stream. Assisted by friends, I started back to the top of the walk. Just
then, one of our group told me my phone had been found in the water by another
stranger – and the phone worked.
We made it to the top of the walk without further incident. And I sat down. I was
grateful for so many things – the help of my travelling companions on the way up
the walk, the fact that I had my phone back – and it worked, that I hadn’t hurt myself
in either fall. But, most of all, I was grateful for the assistance I received from people
I didn’t know – complete strangers – who had gone out of their way to lend me a
hand. We are too often aware of conflict and division. But we really do live in a
world of mutuality, thank God. Let’s build on that.
16

INDIA
A photo of India in happier times.
This was taken at Amritsar’s Golden
Temple at the end of 2019, not long
before the Covid pandemic broke
out. Samson Ram (left) works for the
Amritsar Diocese of the Church of
North India.
Since then, of course, India has been
hit by the worst effects of the
pandemic. In May 400,000 new cases were breaking out on a daily basis. At the
height of India’s ordeal, I sent Samson a message to convey the concern and the
love of Australians like those of us at GPUC.
Samson, I hope you and your family are staying safe. It’s hard for us to
comprehend the extraordinary toll COVID is taking on Indian life and society.
The figures are so immense. We are praying for you all and UnitingWorld is
doing its best to assist your community. God bless you and all your friends
and family. Kind regards, Paul
I didn’t really expect a quick reply. Samson and Bishop Samantaroy, Om Prakash
and others have enough to do to help the people in their community stricken by the
pandemic. However, the next day I received the following reply:
Thank you Soo much, Paul… We are all doing well but please keep praying.
The situation is getting worse every day… By God’s grace, we are all doing
okay. Samson
Samson is part of a team that needs world-wide support. India is at serious risk.

UnitingWorld News
India’s COVID-19 surge has
overloaded its struggling heath
system and is causing thousands
of deaths per day.
Our Uniting Church partners, the
Church of North India (CNI), are
not immune. Battling to keep people fed as a second lockdown wreaks havoc and
spreading critical health information to help beat the spread of the disease, they’re
on the frontline of the response in their communities.
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Despite the dangers, the church continues to serve the community as best they’re
able. Bishop Samantaroy of the Amritsar Diocese said the church is working on
immediate interventions including free distribution of cooked food, dry rations and
hygiene products like masks, sanitiser and soap.
Schools have been closed across the area, so girls attending the hostel project in
Amritsar have gone home to their villages for at least a month and possibly two. At
the Amritsar Social Empowerment & Education project, study centres will continue
in villages and the team will endeavour to support people remotely.
“There has been a drastic rise in cases every day here in Punjab,” Project
Coordinator Om Prakash said this week. “In some [rural] villages people have
tested positive but the situation seems under control.”
Prayer for India
India
The lamentation of tears had already run out
The tears turned to blood, the heart was broken
Sadness Lost Solitude
The burning fire marked of bitterness
loneliness, surrender
India
With you
I want to embrace this vulnerability
in the depths of my soul
I bring silent prayer
In the presence of the Creator
With you
I feel every heart beat of life and death
Where I am also part in it
We also hope
a beam of light
is revealing in the darkness of the night
the light of love
embracing life
and you will be restored again
Amen
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Apwee Ting

The USA is also supplying
emergency equipment to other
countries, including a large
supply of vaccines. The UK has
similar plans, as do other nations
which are able to do so.
As various medical authorities
have said, until the whole world is
safe, none of us will be.
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Our Partnership with UnitingWorld

At GPUC we want our mission to be
local
• national
• and International
We have a partnership with Uniting World. The financial component of the
partnership is directed to the broader Partnering Women for Change (PW4C)
program (which includes the Healthy Families, Safe Communities project), with the
relational component directed to the Kiribati project and the Kiribati Uniting
Church.
•

As a church we are committed
to supporting both the Kiribati Community and Uniting World staff in prayer
• devote at least one service per year focussed on Kiribati
• Produce a video twice a year to send to the Kiribati Uniting Church. Just
recently our Messy Church families sent a Thinking of You video
• Financial support
• Educate the GPUC Community about the project and the partnership.
If you wish to donate click here.
•

If you are interested in being part of a small group to foster this relationship, please
contact Nicola@gpuc.org.au
Hear an update from Rev. Paul Swadling at a recent Online service.
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CHIANG MAI: Given the context of COVID-19 pandemic’s constraints that
continue to hamper in-person gatherings for worship and prayer services in most
countries, the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) facilitated a virtual Asia Sunday
worship service on 16 May with the participation of people across Asia and beyond.
Remembering the promise given to all God’s people in Exodus 15:26, the Asia
Sunday–2021 virtual service focused on theme, “I am the Lord Who Heals You and
Restores Your Health”.
A specially prepared liturgy was used for the online worship service, which was led
by 30 ecclesiastical and ecumenical leaders from 27 countries and regions in Asia
where the CCA’s member churches, councils, and partner organisations are based.
The worship service was viewed by the faithful, who participated in it through the
virtual platforms and social media pages of CCA and related networks from around
the world.
Hundreds of faithful participating in the online service prayed in unison: “Come to
our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may
experience your healing love. Heal those who are sick with the virus…heal our fear,
which prevents nations from working together and neighbours from helping one
another. Heal our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that
knows no borders. Jesus Christ, Healer of all, stay by our side in this time of
uncertainty and sorrow,” thus they beseeched the Almighty with fervent faith
during the special Asia Sunday–2021 prayers.
Asia Sunday is observed each year on the Sunday before Pentecost, and it coincides
with the anniversary of CCA’s founding in 1957.
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Hans Küng, Catholic Theologian Critical
of the Church, Dies at 93
A prolific writer and a prominent speaker, he promoted dialogue among religions
and challenged Vatican doctrine on many fronts, provoking its censure.

The theologian Hans Küng speaking in New York in 1980, with a copy of one of
the more than 50 books he wrote. “Never again would a theologian have such
influence,” a Vatican expert wrote after all Dr. Küng’s proposals at the Second
Vatican Council were accepted in the council’s final documents. Credit...Neil
Boenzi/The New York Times
By Douglas Martin
Published April 6, 2021Updated April 8, 2021
Hans Küng, a Roman Catholic theologian and priest whose brilliantly disputatious,
lucidly expressed thoughts in more than 50 books and countless speeches advanced
ecumenism and provoked the Vatican to censure him, died on Tuesday at his home
in Tübingen, Germany. He was 93.
The death was confirmed by Nadja Dornis, a spokeswoman for the Global Ethic
Foundation, which promotes Dr. Küng’s ideas.
Dr. Küng, who as an 11-year-old Swiss boy knew he wanted to be a priest, stood at
the center of Christianity’s great upheavals in the latter half of the 20th century. His
relentless challenges to the church hierarchy caused his critics to call him the
greatest threat to the church since Martin Luther, even the Antichrist.
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As a liberal, he criticized church policy on governance, liturgy, papal infallibility,
birth control, priestly celibacy, the ordination of women, mixed marriages,
homosexuality, abortion, the meaning of hell and much else.
On some issues, Dr. Küng said, Buddhism and Judaism were more constructive than
Catholicism. Serving Jesus Christ is what matters, he insisted — not serving the
church that took his name.
Many Catholics supported him, or at least admired his effectiveness. Peter
Hebblethwaite, a Vatican expert, wrote that all Dr. Küng’s proposals at the Second
Vatican Council were accepted, some in modified form, in the council’s final
documents.
“Never again would a theologian have such influence,” he wrote.
“Father.”Credit...Moosbrugger/ullstein bild, via Getty Images
As a rigorous, imaginative scholar, Dr. Küng (pronounced kee-UNG) discovered
profound similarities between the essential faith of Catholics and that of Protestants,
seeming to remove a significant barrier to a historic rapprochement. In his later
years he worked to find commonalities in the ethics of all religions as a means
toward peace.
His vast writings included books on Thomas More, Freud, Mozart, Jewish views of
Jesus, Eastern religions, life after death and the existence of God.
Dr. Küng emerged as a champion of reform in the 1960s at the Second Vatican
Council, also known as Vatican II, where he was an official theologian (he was the
youngest one there). Pope John XXIII had called the meeting to “let some fresh air
into the church.”
Dr. Küng saw the conference as only a beginning. He continued to press for more
revisions in church dogma, including ending the ban on birth control and vows of
celibacy by priests.
His polarizing effect was evident on a tour of the United States in 1963. The
Catholic University of America in Washington forbade him to speak, but he drew
thousands of supporters elsewhere. Two years later, Pope Paul VI, John’s successor,
responded to the mounting interest in Dr. Küng’s work by inviting him to the
Vatican. Paul told Dr. Küng that he would have preferred that he had written
nothing, then offered him a Vatican post.
Dr. Küng turned him down. To have taken the position, he wrote later, would have
made him a conformist, even though he acknowledged that it might have been “the
great opportunity of my life.”
Robert Kaiser, the Time magazine correspondent at Vatican II, wrote in The
National Catholic Reporter in 2006, “If he’d played his cards differently, Hans Küng
could have been pope.”
But it was unlikely that Dr. Küng could have thought, spoken or acted differently;
few could foresee him relenting in his criticisms of the church. In an interview with
The New York Times in 1968, he said he saw an equivalence in the Communist and
Roman Catholic systems.
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“Are not both absolutist, centralist, totalitarian — in short, enemies of freedom?”
he asked.
Catholic theologians answered that Christ had entrusted the authentic interpretation
of his divine revelation to the church with the apostle Peter, from whom all popes
are said to descend. They said that the sort of democratic church Dr. Küng
advocated, however meritorious, did not guarantee spiritual truth.
Dr. Küng’s self-confident manner — variously perceived as brilliant, overelaborate
or disrespectful — did not always help his cause. One joke had it that he did not
want to be pope because then he would not be infallible.
Dr. Küng’s problem, the priest and author Andrew M. Greeleywrote in “The
Making of the Popes 1978” (1979) was the envy he aroused among Vatican officials
over his popularity and success.
“Other scholars have been re-evaluating the papacy much more quietly — and have
said far more radical things than Küng,” Father Greeley wrote.
It was Dr. Küng’s tightly reasoned rejection of the doctrine of papal infallibility in
his book “Infallible? An Inquiry” (1970) that led to his dismissal as an official
church theologian. He maintained that the doctrine, which was adopted in 1870 and
applies only to those extraordinary moments when the pope speaks officially as the
vicar of Christ, was not supported by scripture. He gave copious examples of papal
mistakes.

Dr. Küng in 1980. His polarizing effect was evident on a tour of the United States
in 1963, when the Catholic University of America in Washington forbade him to
speak there but he drew thousands of supporters elsewhere.Credit...Ullstein
Bild/ullstein bild, via Getty Images
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In 1979, Pope John Paul II, Paul’s successor, approved the removal of Dr. Küng’s
theological authority, meaning he could no longer teach with the church’s sanction
or hold any office in church government.
But he was never dismissed as a priest, and losing his theological status turned out
to mean only that he was moved to a different part of the same German university.
He continued to write popular, well-reviewed, densely researched books, and to
draw crowds on lecture tours. Some Catholic thinkers suggested that his new,
more independent role made him a better bridge to the secular world.
Soon after Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, a leader in the campaign against Dr. Küng,
became Pope Benedict XVI in 2005, he invited Dr. Küng to his summer residence
in Castel Gandolfo, outside Rome. Pope John Paul II had denied more than a
dozen of Dr. Küng’s requests for a meeting.
Dr. Küng and Cardinal Ratzinger had become friends when Dr. Küng recruited
Cardinal Ratzinger to be a professor at the University of Tübingen in 1965. They
split over the student revolts of 1968, which had horrified Cardinal Ratzinger.
They continued to diverge, and Dr. Küng came to refer to the cardinal, who was
head of the Vatican office responsible for defending church orthodoxy, as “the
Grand Inquisitor” or “head of the K.G.B.”
Nevertheless, after Cardinal Ratzinger became pope, the two enjoyed a long
dinner at the pope’s summer residence after agreeing not to disagree. Pope
Benedict applauded Dr. Küng’s efforts to revive the dialogue between faith and
the natural sciences. Dr. Küng praised the pope for reaching out to other religions.
But after Benedict resigned the papacy in 2013, Dr. Küng suggested that the pope
had been out of step with “modernity” and that the church was in need of more
progressive leadership.
“In this dramatic situation the church needs a pope who’s not living intellectually
in the Middle Ages, who doesn’t champion any kind of medieval theology, liturgy
or church constitution,” he wrote, “a pope who stands up for the freedom of the
church in the world not just by giving sermons but by fighting with words and
deeds for freedom and human rights within the church, for theologians, for
women, for all Catholics who want to speak the truth openly. ”
Dr. Küng’s image was distinctly nonclerical. Athletic and handsome, he wore
crisp business suits, not a priest’s collar, and drove a sports car. On his trips to the
United States, he sometimes appeared on television talk shows, and his youthful
style drew comparisons to President John F. Kennedy.
Dr. Küng preferred to be called “professor” or “doctor” or “just plain Hans Küng,”
explaining that the title “Father” was not traditionally used in German-speaking
lands.
Hans Küng was born in Sursee, Switzerland, on March 19, 1928, and named after
his father, a prosperous shoe merchant. His mother, Emma (Gut) Küng, had been a
farmer’s daughter. Hans had five younger sisters.
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Dr. Küng wrote in a memoir, “My Struggle for Freedom” (2002), that his decision
at 11 to become a priest reflected his admiration for a friend who had chosen that
course. He recalled immediately accepting a celibate life and choosing to no
longer sit beside his girlfriend (he had kissed her just once) on the train to school.
After graduating from a public high school in Lucerne, he attended the Pontifical
German College in Rome for seven years, followed by more studies there at the
Pontifical Gregorian University.
In 1955, to receive his licentiate in theology, he submitted a thesis on the thinking
of the great Protestant theologian Karl Barth.
He was ordained a priest in 1954 and went on to do graduate work in London,
Amsterdam, Berlin, Madrid and Paris. He earned a doctorate in sacred theology in
1957 at the Catholic Institute of the Sorbonne.
In 1964, Dr. Küng published a more elaborate version of the Barth study as well as
an English edition, “Justification: The Doctrine of Karl Barth With a Catholic
Reflection.”
With a glowing introduction from Barth himself, the book, which seemed to prove
that Barth’s notion of Christian grace tallied with the Catholic notion, was a
sensation among both Catholic and Protestant scholars. Both views defend the
total freedom and gift of God’s grace, which, they assert, no person earns.
Cardinal Ratzinger wrote in one review, “For such a gift Hans Küng deserves the
honest thanks of all who pray and work toward the unity of undivided
Christianity.”
Dr. Küng became an assistant professor of dogmatic theology at the University of
Münster in Westphalia, Germany, in 1959. The next year he joined the Catholic
theological faculty of the University of T
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What’s on at Gordon Pymble Uniting Church?
Playgroups for Children
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9.30am @
Gordon in term time.

Baby Playgroup
12.30pm - 2.30pm, Thursdays @Pymble.
Please register (info@gpuc.org.au) as our numbers are
limited due to Covis restrictions.
All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are welcome. 2021 fees $7 casual
rate for one child or one session per week or $10 casual rate for two children or 2
sessions per week. Call Nicola Robinson (Gordon) on 0417 496390 or Courtney
Heydon (Pymble) on 0402 644633.

Bible Study Group @ Gordon
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We use
With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for our
studies. New members are very welcome. For more information,
please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107.

Book Club @ Gordon
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month
at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45
Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome.
For more information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498
8702.

The Luncheon Group
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday of
every month at a member’s home. Everyone is
welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the
hospitality of the group and discussion of the
members. We often have an interesting speaker. If
you would like to join us, please phone Janet –
9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.
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Yak and Yarn
This fellowship group meets on the last Tuesday of the
month at Munchies Deli, West Pymble. So far, three new
members have joined from the Gordon site. For more
information, please call Judy Gill on 9488 7678.

Messy Church
@ Gordon
Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first Saturday of
each month, Messy Church caters for families with
young children. However, everyone is welcome.
We are looking for volunteers who can go on a
roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook a meal, help set up and/or clear away,
prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you would like to help. Phone 0417496390
or
email
nicola@guc.org.au.

Coffee

Connections

You are welcome in
Coffee Connections
‘Think Link’ prepared
don’t talk religion or
else goes.

the Marshall Hall at Pymble.
includes an interesting talk & a
by Rev Steve Aynsley. We
politics, but almost anything

10:30am Think Link;
-12 noon Speaker

10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15

We meet on 4 Thursdays in each school term. Coming up: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26 and
Oct 21, 28, Nov 2, 9. For more info, please call John via the Pymble office on
9983 9879.

Book Club @ Pymble
Meeting on the first Monday of each month
at 8pm, this is a gathering of wonderful
women around a book – usually a
contemporary novel or a biography. The
meetings are held in members’ homes. For
further info, contact Linda on 9983 9341.
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Friendship Circle
The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who arrange
interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on the 3rd
Monday of the month at 10.15am.
All women are welcome.
For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604.

Stitching Group
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and chat.
This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon Churchs.
Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth on 9888
2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com.

Heart and Mind
This is a monthly discussion group that
by reading a book in depth and using it as a
conversation. Meeting the third Sunday of each
6pm in a local home, this group has a variety of
Contact Heather on 9449 7810.

explores life
basis
for
month
at
ages.

Golf Days
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range of
people from the church and beyond enjoy a round of
golf. From hackers to the experienced, our focus is
on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve never
scored a hole in one, you’re still welcome! For
further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.

Tuesday Conversations
We meet weekly during the school terms at 6:30 pm for a
shared meal and 7:30 pm for a discussion. The discussion
focuses on exploring faith in our contemporary world.
Contact Nicola 9498 6729.

PUnCH
Discussions are led by Steve Aynsley on the
second and fourth Sundays of the month at 6 pm.
Exploring life and faith for the 50-something + age
group.
For details please call Steve on 0427 006 201.
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Friday Fun Connections
Time?
You don’t have to have kids—FFC is for all
ages—come along and be part of the buzz!
Hall of Games: All games will be in the Hall. Our
kick off group activity will involve your listening
skills.
Project Red Room: We’ll have activities to assist
a cause of the day.
Yellow Room: We’ll continue to have some craft or mindfulness activities and
facilitate interesting discussions relating to parenting, families and relationships.
We’re also looking to arrange speakers on mental health, social/media technology
and transitioning into high school.
Courtyard: Join us from 6:30pm for delicious hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the
over 18’s!) a glass of wine. $10pp includes food and refreshments— please book
in advance via our website.

A Men’s Lunch Group?

It has been suggested that the men in the Gordon/Pymble church and community
activities might like to get together for lunch once a month or once a quarter at a
café/bar/restaurant. One suggested location is the Terry Hills Tavern.
No speaker. No topic for discussion. Just blokes’ informal conversations.
Expressions of interest are invited. Please contact the Editor on 0418 964044 or
swaddlerpaul@gmail.com.
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Community Centre @ Gordon

2020 FRIDAY PROGRAMS
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting,
Computers and iPads, Mahjong (returning soon), Wrap with Love, Step by Step
Walking, BBQ Lunch and more… at Gordon Uniting, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon.
We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make
Uniting Gordon Community Centre such a terrific place of companionship,
achievement, ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you!

Term 3: 16 July – 17 September.
Why not invite your friends to join us on any or all of these Fridays? They would
be more than welcome. And, as the old saying goes, the more the merrier!!
Enquiries: Lesley Burt – 9498 6729 or lesley@gpuc.org.au
Website: www.guc.org.au
Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you
any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙

Enrolment Fees for Term 2 (7 weeks)
Enrolments for Term 1: 9 am - 11 am on Friday, 12 February
All Classes & Groups: $50 for one or more classes
Casual Rate for all classes: $8 per week
Special rate for 2 people from same household: $75 per term
Morning tea or coffee is available each Friday from 10.00 am. It would be
appreciated if you would order for the whole term please.
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Join us for a BBQ Lunch on
Fridays

Yes! We’re back!
12.30 pm each Friday in term time
Friday’s BBQ lunch is a great deal for you and a fundraiser for the
Community Centre. Come and join us for a Sausage Sanga or Soup and
Fresh Bread, including dessert and a glass of wine, only $7.

Limited Parking on Fridays
We are sorry that we can offer only limited parking on Friday mornings. Please
remember that you need a ‘parking permit’ to park in the carpark – see Sue – and
display your permit on the dashboard of your car.
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TERM 3: 16 July – 17 September, 2021
Each Friday over seven weeks
Time

Class or Group

9.00-10.00

Step by Step
Walking Group

9.00-10.00

Computers & iPads for
Beginners

9.30-12.30

Watercolour Painting & Jeanie Atkinson Red Room
Drawing
By Staff and Served in the
Morning tea served
volunteers only various groups

10.00-10.30
10.00-12.30

Tutor/s
New
needed

Class Location
leader Meet in car park

Bruce Kwong

Stage in Hall

Knitting group - Wrap
with Love

Rosemary

10.15-11.15

Current Affairs

Paul Swadling

Yellow Room

TBA

Mahjong

Cathy Hall

Postponed

Watson

Not running

Needlecraft*
10.15-11.15

Computers – Special
Program each term

Red Room

Bruce Kwong

Stage in Hall

11.30-12.30

Computers Troubleshooting

Bruce Kwong

Stage in Hall

11.30-12.30

Conversations in the
Hall

Christopher
Hudson

Courtyard or
Yellow Room

Watsons

Courtyard or
Red Room

From 12.30pm BBQ Lunch
# Classes are subject to alteration.

Looking Ahead:

We need a new name for the community centre.
Suggestions? Contact Paul Swadling on swaddlerpaul@gmail.com.
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