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A message from Steve 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist: Alan Peterson. 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

Those attending the Uniting Church in Australia’s  

16th Assembly on 17-18 July,  

as they make decisions to guide the life of the church 

and its advocacy over the next 3 years; 

Pru T., as she has her second last treatment on 

Monday — the following week is often a rough ride; 

The staff, board & students of Margaret Jurd College; 

The members of our Joint Nominating Committee  

as they meet this week; 

& our GPUC community, as we do our best  

to safely navigate the uncertainty  

of Sydney’s latest Covid outbreak. 

Anniversary Art From Jeannie... 

Activities Cancelled 
In the interest of your safety and the spirit of NSW Health 

restrictions, all community activities are cancelled.  Check 

your emails or call the office for notice of their resumption. 

Well, on Wednesday I had written a welcome to our 

baptism family at Gordon and a comment about 

Communion at Pymble today.  But, by Thursday, Covid 

had different ideas and both these elements of our 

worship services have been cancelled, particularly with 

the baptism family coming from Canberra.  We are all 

learning to be adaptable, if nothing else during this 

difficult pandemic.  The restrictions mean no singing, 

and compulsory masks in worship once more.  I 

completely understand that some of us will choose to 

worship from home and I encourage you to do what you 

feel comfortable with.  We remind ourselves that 

observing the restrictions, even when disruptive for us 

personally, is part of our love for neighbour. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

congregational meeting last week, with two significant 

topics on our agenda.  It was pleasing to have a range  

of views expressed because that reminds us to listen 

carefully to each other and to be alert for the Spirit’s 

voice.  At Church Council on Wednesday evening, on 

reflection, we felt the proposal on property and 

worshipping together could have been worded more 

clearly, and Council and I take responsibility for that.  

Please be assured that we heard the concerns expressed 

and there are no plans for any changes.  The main thing 

was to inform the congregation and to receive support to 

explore property options. 

The Council also agreed on a final draft of the Mission 

Plan and felt that it did not constitute a significant change 

from the previous version.  Hard copies are available and 

a link to an online version is in the weekly email.  I feel it 

is now a far better document for the comments we have 

received, so thank you for the feedback. 

Steve Aynsley 



Youth Ministry Volunteers Needed 
We’re looking for volunteers for our Youth Ministry 

events to assist in the kitchen, with craft activities and 

with general welcoming at our events. 

Our volunteers are invaluable and neither Messy 

Church nor Friday Fun Connections would be as 

successful as they are without our lovely helpers. 

If you’re able to lend a hand, please email Courtney

(courtney@gpuc.org.au) the dates on which you would 

be available. 

Messy Church Dates: 

3 July, 7 Aug, 4 Sept, 2 Oct, 6 Nov, 4 Dec. 

Friday Fun Connections Dates: 

16 July, 20 Aug, 17 Sept, 15 Oct, 19 Nov, 17 Dec. 

communities.  At our next Friday Fun Connections on 

16 July our theme will be helping a local doggie rescue 

centre in Ingleside , which was a suggestion from one 

of the kids. 

Thank you very 

much to all our 

helpers on the 

night — Linda, Di, 

Janet, Paul, Margi 

and Fay.  Without 

you this terrific 

program would 

simply not  

be possible. 

Thank you, too, to 

Lloyd who picked 

up marshmallows 

for us on his way 

in — they were a big hit with everyone! 

Friday Fun Connections Rundown 
Our team were so glad Friday Fun Connections was last 

week (ahead of this week’s tightened restrictions), as it 

was the most successful turnout since our launch back 

in March! 

Our lovely families came with their wonderful artistic 

minds to create a banner for Margaret Jurd College.  

The kids loved making footprints with paint on their 

feet, then cutting out all kinds of felt shapes that 

represented a season.  We have loads of spring flowers 

and leaves to show MJC that throughout the seasons 

we are on a journey together.  The families look 

forward to showing you the banner when it’s finished. 

The parents were also impressed that we arranged 

Tamara as a guest speaker to talk about social media 

and technology for the pre teens.  Parents were so 

thankful to have her expertise, that they are keen to 

continue the conversation next month. 

Our families enjoy putting their faith in action and are 

busily coming up with suggestions for other ways we 

can show our support for and be involved in our local 

Citrus & Fruit Donations 
Do you have a plentiful supply of citrus or other fruit 

from your garden this season? 

Our Friday Fun Connections team would love to use 

some of it to make jams or relish.  If you’re able to 

donate a supply from your produce, please email via 

courtney@gpuc.org.au. 

Many thanks to those of 

you who have begun to 

drop off jam jars to us. 

Please keep them 

coming! 

mailto:courtney@gpuc.org.au
mailto:courtney@gpuc.org.au


Do you know a “Pamperer”? 

For National Carers’ Week this coming October, GPUC 

is joining forces with Ku-ring-gai Council and others to 

hold a Carers’ Pamper Day event at Gordon. 

We’re hoping to provide Carers in our community with 

a special treat of beauty therapy services, such as 

facials and manicures.  We have a small budget to pay 

for some of these services, so if you know of any 

beauty therapists  

who might like to  

be part of our event, 

we’d love to hear 

from you. 

Contact Lesley via 

lesley@gpuc.org.au. 

2021 “Free Tree” Giveaway 
The DPIE first launched the free tree giveaway program 

in August 2020 and have had a wonderful response 

from households so far, with more than 29,000 trees 

already planted in Greater Sydney backyards.  These 

trees have been supplied by Bunnings Warehouse and 

IndigiGrow Nursery. 

The giveaway is a terrific opportunity 

to add some greenery and provide 

more shade, more privacy and cleaner 

air for our suburbs. 

Over the course of the giveaway 

residents will be able to order privacy, 

shade, flowering and fruit trees. 

You can check the DPIE’s website  

each month to see what trees will be 

on offer.   

The response to 2021’s program has 

been so overwhelming that June’s 

allocation of lilly pilly and bottlebrush 

(pictured at right) was filled before the 

month’s end! 

More trees will be available from July, 

so get in early and register your 

interest via the portal to apply for your 

quota of free trees. 

The NSW Government’s Dept of Planning Industry & 

Environment (DPIE) is running its “Free Tree” program 

again this year.  They’ve partnered with Bunnings 

Warehouse until October 2021 to make free trees 

available to Greater Sydney households. 

Each month a limited number of trees will be available 

and each eligible household can apply for their free 

trees once during 2021 via the NSW Planning Portal  

(https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/Free-Tree). 

If you have any other queries or thoughts regarding 

how our congregation may be able to offer spiritual, 

practical or financial support for Margaret Jurd College, 

please contact David H. or Nicola. 

Donations to Margaret Jurd College 
Should you be considering making a donation to 

Margaret Jurd College before the end of the financial 

year there are still a few days in which to do so.  If you 

have already made, or intend to make, a donation to 

the College via GPUC’s “Giving Direct” account, please 

email David H. or Nicola (via their Directory listings) to 

advise the following: 

• the amount you have donated; 

• the date on which you made the donation; and 

• the particular purpose (if any) to which you wish 
the funds to be applied. 

GPUC will ensure that not only are the funds forwarded 

to the College, but also that the appropriate 

information is passed on so that tax receipts and notes 

of thanks may be issued. 

You can also donate directly to the College:   

By Cheque – Post to Tejal Shah, Margaret Jurd College 

(NSW) Ltd., 272 Sandgate Road, Shortland NSW 2307; 

By Direct Debit – Using the following details: 

Bank Name:  Uniting Financial Services 

Account Name:  Margaret Jurd College (NSW) Ltd 

BSB:  634 634      Account number:  1000 46942 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/Free-Tree


Visiting the Church:   Please register your 

arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand 
sanitiser.  You must physically distance where 
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart.  This is part of 
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us 
safe. 

During worship we are permitted these strict 
combinations: 
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon; 
b) 2 singles, or 1 couple & a single per pew at Pymble;  
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew at 
both locations. 
At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.  
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 86. 
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to be 
able to remain sharing in person. 
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship: 
at  https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
For all the latest news  
visit our Website: www.gpuc.org.au 
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

The latest issue of 

A Shared Path is out now. 

Copies are available from both  

Pymble and Gordon, as well as  

online via the website. 

If you need a copy posted to you, 

please contact Nicola. 

Workshops for the first week of the school holidays 

have been cancelled due to the current Covid 

outbreak.  At this stage we’re hoping that the Lego 

Robotics and NAIDOC Week events might still be 

able to go ahead.  Registered attendees will be 

notified of any changes. 

Social Golf Day 
10:00am, Saturday 10 July 

Turramurra Golf Club 

361A Bobbin Head Road, Turramurra 

Join us for a great day of golfing. 

Everyone is welcome!  Booking is essential. 

Pease contact Peter B. (via his Directory listing) by 

Friday 2 July to secure your spot and to advise 

whether you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
mailto:info@gpuc.org.au
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=pymble+uniting+church

