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Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Mari B, who is now enduring a painful shingles 

experience as well as a broken arm — all following 

the loss of her son not long ago; 

• Barbara C, who sends greetings from Lady Davidson 

Rehab Hospital—she & her new hip are gradually 

getting along together; 

• Betty W, whose ankle continues to mend;  

• Jeanette T, who passed away peacefully on Monday 

morning (we received news only last week of her 

decline).  At this stage the funeral is planned for 

Tuesday, 31 August, at Macquarie Park Crematorium 

and will be available online.  We uphold all of 

Jeanette’s family; & 

• Together with Open Doors (the international 

organisation working on behalf of the persecuted 

church around the globe) we pray for Afghanistan: 

 For underground church members living in 

 anonymity — pray for protection over them & their 

 families; 

 For Afghani women, who will lose their rights to an 

 education and freedom under Taliban rule; & 

 For all families who have fled to seek safety 

 elsewhere, pray that refugee camps will be safe 

 places of healing & community. 

A message from Steve 

Appeal 

As the lockdown continues and our hall-hirers are 

unable to meet, our income is significantly reduced.   

At this stage we are not eligible for any of the 

government support that so assisted us last lockdown.  

And yet our staff and other costs continue.  Are you in  

a position to increase your financial support for the 

ongoing work of our congregation?  An increase in your 

regular giving or a one-off gift would be a great blessing 

for us, especially as Church Council considers our staff 

and other commitments.  Please feel free to call to 

discuss with me.  

The week ahead 

I will be on study leave this week, doing a course online, 

Monday to Friday.  It seemed a good time to do it with 

so many regular commitments interrupted.  It is the 

second half of the course I did a few weeks ago on 

transitional ministry in church life, ie, helping 

congregations navigate times of change.  I thank Paul 

Swadling for looking after next Sunday’s service. 

Snapshots from a Minister’s week 

Sunday, I shared a psalm and prayer with Jeanette T 

and her children over the phone, though she was not 

responsive at this stage—the unusual ministry required 

during Covid.  In the afternoon I found a busy John Ba. 

again doing lots of property jobs around Pymble church 

over many hours.  Thanks John! 

Monday, we discovered a man collapsed in the garden 

near our driveway and rang the ambulance.  I think he 

suffers chronic alcoholism; we have encountered him in 

another garden previously. 

Tuesday, I was encouraged by the team at our Zoom 

staff meeting and the creative efforts they continue to 

make to connect with our community. 

Wednesday, I zoomed with new members of Pastoral 

Relations Committee, that I Chair, to hear their views 

and help them find their way on this complex Presbytery 

committee. 

Thursday, I was encouraged, along with others at Bible 

Study, that Parvaneh took the time to zoom in briefly 

during her morning break at work, just to say ‘Hi’. 

I wonder what the coming week will hold? 

Steve Aynsley 



 

 

Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 

11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 22 

 

9:30am  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Newspaper Quiz & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Richard H. 

Monday 23 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Book Chat & a Cuppa 
Sharing information about books and authors.   
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Janet S. or Sue Cr. 

7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations 
Exploring faith and its traditions.   
Contact nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Tuesday 24 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Crosswords, Conversation & a Glass of Wine 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Paul S. 

Wednesday 25 

 

10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 

12:30pm  Baby Playgroup—Short Storytime  
                  & Finger Puppet Singing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Positivity & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Thursday 26 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 

10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Favourite Holidays 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Kerry B. 

Friday 27 

 

5:00pm  Afternoon Bingo! 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Lyn K (for Bingo cards contact Lyn, or 
lesley@gpuc.org.au). 

Saturday 28 

For daily activities, our Zoom link is : 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?

pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09   

Meeting ID: 885 6619 5797   Passcode: 048065 

Catch up online via our many interest groups,  
here’s what’s available 22—28 August... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09


Cleaning services are currently on hold at both our 

premises.  If during lockdown you have an essential 

reason to enter, we ask that you please spray our 

antibacterial cleaner onto paper towels & wipe down 

all hard surfaces you touch — especially door handles 

and light switches.  This is vital for everyone’s safety. 

Add your Story to “A Shared Path” 
We have all been finding different things to do during 

the lockdown.  Working on our gardens, doing things 

we’ve been putting off for ages, ringing people we 

haven’t spoken to for a while, etc, etc.  Many of us 

have even found quite new ways of helping time pass. 

Why not let your friends in GPUC know what you’ve 

been up to?  And find out what they’ve been doing? 

Paul S would love to include your story in ‘A Shared 

Path’.  You can contact Paul via his listing in The 

Directory, either to email him your story or to call to 

discuss your ideas.  (Any accompanying photos you 

may have would also be very welcome.) 

Food 
Donations 

Lifeline send their ongoing thanks for GPUC’s food 

donations.  They are extremely grateful for our support, 

especially as Lifeline’s income this year has been so 

heavily impacted by lockdown necessitating the 

cancellation of major fundraising events. 

Food items being particularly called for this week are 

fruit in plastic (not tin) containers, long life custard, 

long life milk (any variety), small jars of coffee and 

tinned vegetables.  (For the time being they have plenty 

of tinned soup.)  If you’re able to help, please make a 

contactless “deposit’” to the boxes outside our offices. 

“Kindness is the language that the 
deaf can hear and the blind can see.” 

Mark Twain 

New Moderator Elect 
Rev Faaimata (Mata) Havea Hiliau has been elected as 

the next Moderator of the NSW and ACT Synod. 

Speaking to the ongoing 2021 Synod meeting, Rev 

Havea Hiliau said she was “deeply humbled and ever so 

grateful that I have been called by God… to be your 

Moderator Elect”. 

“I thank you for your bold, courageous, risky, and 

prayerful decision,” she said.  “I am a storyteller and a 

preacher.  I love to share my life, but I also love to 

listen to others.  I’m not only called to lead and to 

speak, but most importantly, to listen.” 

Rev Havea Hiliau 

will serve as 

Moderator from 

2023 when 

current 

Moderator Rev 

Simon Hansford’s 

extended tenure 

comes to a close. 

“I will listen to 

the church and 

explore where the Wild God leads us,” Rev Havea 

Hiliau said.  To learn more about our new Moderator 

Elect visit www.insights.uca.org.au 

We’re very sad that the Exodus Foundation’s location in 

an LGA of concern (under tight Covid restrictions), 

combined with their volunteer driver being an airport 

worker and our own 5km travel radius limit, continues 

to mean that our normal food donations to Exodus 

have to remain on hold. 

Please understand that we must abide by NSW Health 

orders in this matter.  As soon as we’re allowed to, we 

will resume our normal food donation pick ups. 

Exodus has advised that demand for their emergency 

food hampers has doubled in recent weeks and the 

number of meals they’re providing each month has 

risen from 20,000 to 30,000. 

If you’d like to send Exodus some financial help at this 

time, you can do so online via their website https://

www.exodusfoundation.org.au/donate/ (where a 

drop down menu gives the option to direct your 

donation to your choice of specific work focus). 

http://insights.uca.org.au/


With Love to the World 
The latest edition of WLTTW (16 Aug—14 Nov: 

Creation) has been distributed to everyone on our 

hard copy subscription list.  If you aren’t on the list, 

but normally pick one up at Pymble, please let Sonja 

know (email info@gpuc.org.au) — she has 4 copies 

remaining and is happy to post one out to you. 

If you’d like to join the subscription list for 2022’s 

editions, please contact Sue Co. (via her listing in The 

Directory), as our next order will need to be placed in 

the coming months.  WLTTW is also available in soft 

copy through an App and Sue can explain details 

about how to subscribe to this version if you think  

you might prefer that alternative. 

Friday Fun Connections 
20 August’s Friday Fun Connections community focus is 

Wayside Chapel.  We’re encouraging everyone to 

support Wayside’s work assisting homeless people who 

are struggling on our streets, as well as those in need 

who are isolated at home. 

Wayside is very appreciative of any 

financial donation you might be able 

to make.  Even something as simple 

as purchasing a Father’s Day gift of a  

Wayside t-shirt or coffee table book 

from their website makes a difference. 

From April to June 2021 alone, supporter donations 

made it possible to provide:  

• help for 225 visitors each day;  

• 5,344 items of clothing, underwear and blankets;  

• 1,695 hot showers and toiletries for people 

experiencing homelessness and isolation;  

• 3,605 instances of care co-ordination, including 

housing, Centrelink, health care and legal support;  

• 13,892 low cost meals;  

• 1,049 instances of engagement by van and on-foot 

outreach; and  

• 142 Covid vaccines given to visitors at the joint 

Wayside/KRC Covid clinic. 

Our young families will also be writing letters to 

residents of Horton House, a residential aged care 

facility in Gordon.  Hopefully these letters will brighten 

up someone’s day, knowing we are thinking of them. 

We also hope to capture what families have been up to 

during lockdown and will be making a drawing of a 

beautiful flower to remind us that spring is on its way. 

NSW Dine & Discover Vouchers 
Good news!  NSW D&D vouchers have been  

further extended until 30 June 2022. 

The Dine vouchers are also valid for takeaway meals, 

so we can still support our local restaurants. 

Send a Smile 
Each week over the coming month or so, we’ll suggest 

ways of brightening up the lives of those around us.  

We’ll start this week with our Sunday morning 

community and will be expanding out from there.  We 

appreciate everyone may not be able to participate, 

but we’re trying to suggest the most accessible 

options.  (Hint: you may wish to purchase some cards, 

envelopes and stamps for the coming weeks.) 

So, here’s an idea for this week: send a card or note by 

old-fashioned snail mail to someone on the same page 

as you in the Church Directory.  Just a short, bright 

note of encouragement or affirmation.  Include your 

favourite Bible verse if you wish, or some pieces of 

news.  We all love receiving a personal letter!  We 

hope receiving one may encourage others to “pay it 

forward” and do likewise.  

How lovely it was that Alison Battison of Human Rights 

for All (HR4A) was able to speak at last Sunday’s 

recorded service and later join our online Morning Tea.  

Many of us at GPUC got to know Alison and her team 

well during the three years they shared our Gordon 

office space. 

HR4A’s focus is to ensure basic human rights and 

humanitarian treatment for refugees and the stateless. 

They are dedicated to freeing refugees and stateless 

people from immigration detention.  Statistics show 

that there are an estimated 70.8 million forcibly 

displaced people worldwide and over 3.9 million 

people are stateless.  Between 2009 and 2018, 

Australia recognised or resettled only 0.89% of the 20.3 

million refugees recognised globally. 

Operating pro-bono, many of HR4A’s activities rely fully 

on volunteer support as well as donations from 

individuals and organisations.  To learn more about 

their invaluable work, visit www.hr4a.com.au 

If you would like to make a contribution in support of 

this work you can do so via their website, or make a 

direct transfer to the Human Rights for All bank 

account (BSB: 082-057, Account No.: 36-732-6058). 

Refugee Support 

https://www.hr4a.com.au/


Playgroup on Zoom 
Playgroups will continue via Zoom next week. 

Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026. 

Regular Playgroups are on at 9:30am on Monday  
23 August, Tuesday 24 August, and Wednesday  

25 August.   Courtney will lead each session  
with a story, cheery singing and some fun dancing. 

Baby Playgroup is scheduled for 
12:30pm on Thursday 26 August. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion 
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our 
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Idiom Puzzle Answer 
Were you stumped, or did you crack them all?!   

Working left to right, here are Jeanie A’s answers to last 

week’s artwork word puzzle… 

Cool as a cucumber; spill the beans; in a nutshell; smell 

a rat; a piece of cake; walking on eggshells; time flies; 

raining cats and dogs; two peas in a pod; break a leg; 

the early bird catches the worm; on cloud nine; and... 

in the dog house. 

Social Golf Day 
7:00am sharp, Saturday 18 September 

Gordon Golf Club, 2 Lynn Ridge Ave, Gordon 

Join us for another great 

day of golfing — everyone 

is very welcome. 

Booking is essential. 

We’re now only allowed to 

play in groups of 2.  We’ll 

stay in touch regarding any 

restriction changes that 

may occur in the lead up to the day.  Please contact 

Peter B (via his Directory listing) no later than Friday 

10 September to secure your spot and advise whether 

you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

Living the lockdown life... 
What have you been up to during lockdown?   

Share a photo for the newsletter — email us via 

info@gpuc.org.au 

Jean T sent this in 

saying, “Amidst all 

the gloom and 

darkness that is here 

at the moment, I felt 

I would share with 

you our beautiful old 

magnolia tree which 

is blossoming for the 

first time in several years.  We know it is about 60 years 

old and the last time it looked like this, Bernard T walked 

Joan round to admire it and share a cuppa.” 

Courtney sent us this 

one and says, “This is 

what your birthday 

looks like when 

you’re home 

schooling.” 

A very Happy 9th 

Birthday to you, 

Annabelle! 

Jean T’s magnolia tree reminded her of 

Hymn 137 from Together in Song. 

Here are the opening verses… 

For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies. 

Christ, our God, to you we raise 

this sacrifice of praise. 

For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon and stars of light. 

Prayer Partners Update 
We’ve now 7 people committing to pray for our community 

on Wednesdays at 9:30am (or thereabouts) and sharing 

thoughts via WhatsApp.  This week people felt a calling to 

pray for clients of Lifeline, for families dealing with home 

schooling, for patience, support and love.  We also prayed 

for the GPUC community, that our love for others comes 

with no expectations or conditions.  We’re happy to 

welcome anyone who’d like to join us — contact Courtney 

(courtney@gpuc.org.au).  Otherwise, just keep on praying! 


