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Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• All our friends in rural communities of Western NSW 

with whom we are connected through MADOW, who 

now add Covid-19 exposures & lockdown restrictions 

to their existing struggles; 

• All the teachers & students of Margaret Jurd College; 

• All those you “Sent a Smile” to during the week; & 

• All those who work for & are supported by 

UnitingWorld.  Rev Dr Mery Kolimon, leader of the 

Christian Evangelical Church in Timor says, 

“Together, we are the good news our world needs.”  

A robust, life-giving call reminding us that we’re not 

powerless.  Rather, that together we achieve far 

more then we ever could alone & that the good 

news of Christ is for all people, for all time. 

Remember when you  

were little and all your 

underwear had the days  

of  the week 

on them? 

Those would 

be helpful 

right now. 

A message from Steve 
It is nice to know the wider church is thinking of us. 

A number of times during the pandemic the Synod 

leadership (Moderator and General Secretaries) has 

written to encourage ministers in this challenging time.  

And now the Presbytery leadership has written to 

congregations, seeking to lift our hearts and encourage 

our faith.  An excerpt of the letter is included in this 

Lockdown Lowdown. 

Of course, Synod and Presbytery have done more than 

send a few letters.  They have been active in the areas 

they are responsible for—meeting more regularly to 

assess the impact of Covid; providing assistance with 

meeting legal requirements; adapting church 

processes; waiving levies; interpreting the health 

orders; the Moderator has offered small online 

gatherings for ministers; and much more. 

One comment I heard recently is that Covid has 

advanced the “life-stage” of small, declining 

congregations by as much as 10 years, meaning that 

Presbytery has needed to act as the smaller churches 

have struggled to meet the minimum requirements of a 

congregation. 

Presbytery and Synod are often invisible to us but they 

are always operating in the background ensuring 

congregations are supported and accountable.  We are 

not on our own; we are part of something bigger than 

Gordon-Pymble. 

Jeanette Thomson’s funeral will be held at 10.30am this 

Tuesday 31 August.  It will be broadcast live from 

Macquarie Park Crematorium on the following link: 

https://streaming.naoca.com.au/e/70b36799-e919-

4fcb-a441-1b79c33a63ca   You will need to enter the 

PIN 4392. 

The funeral for Joan Satchwell will be held at Pymble 

Church at 11am this Thursday 2 September.  It will be 

broadcast, but the link is not yet available. 

Steve Aynsley 

An urgent security reminder… 
If you’re entering either of our sites, please double  

check that you have locked the door behind you.   

We ask this as we’ve received reports of parishioners 

arriving to find our doors have been left unlocked. 

https://streaming.naoca.com.au/e/70b36799-e919-4fcb-a441-1b79c33a63ca
https://streaming.naoca.com.au/e/70b36799-e919-4fcb-a441-1b79c33a63ca


 

 

Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 

11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 29 

 

9:30am  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Newspaper Quiz & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Richard H. 

Monday 30 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Book Chat & a Cuppa 
Sharing information about books and authors.   
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Janet S. or Sue Cr. 

7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations 
Exploring faith and its traditions.  Use Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?
pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09 
with Meeting ID: 857 5750 1698  &  Passcode: 325834  
Contact nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Tuesday 31 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Crosswords, Conversation & a Glass of Wine 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Paul S. 

Wednesday 1 

 

10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 

12:30pm  Baby Playgroup—Short Storytime  
                  & Finger Puppet Singing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Positivity & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Thursday 2 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 

10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Favourite Holidays 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Kerry B. 

Friday 3 

 

5:00pm  Afternoon Bingo! 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Lyn K (for Bingo cards contact Lyn, or 
lesley@gpuc.org.au). 

4:30pm  Messy Church 
Zoom link available from nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Saturday 4 

For daily activities, our Zoom link is : 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?

pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09   

Meeting ID: 885 6619 5797   Passcode: 048065 

Catch up online via our many interest groups,  
here’s what’s available 29 Aug—4 Sep... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09


Tuesday Conversations 

Join us on Zoom at 7:30pm for Tuesday Conversation 

when Nasrin Azizi will be sharing her story as an 

Afghani refugee. 

Nasrin left Afghanistan a number of years ago, fleeing 

first to Pakistan before reaching what she calls 

“Beautiful Australia”.  Many of us at GPUC have met 

Nasrin before, when we shared our Gordon kitchen so 

that she could prepare 56 Iftar meals for those in the 

Villawood Immigration Detention Centre. 

Cleaning services are currently on hold at both our 

premises.  If during lockdown you have an essential 

reason to enter, we ask that you please spray our 

antibacterial cleaner onto paper towels & wipe down 

all hard surfaces you touch — especially door handles 

and light switches.  This is vital for everyone’s safety. 

Last call for “A Shared Path” stories 
Don’t miss your chance to share your lockdown story 

with Paul S before the next edition of “A Shared Path” 

is finalised.  Paul would love to feature what you’ve 

been doing to pass the time, whether it’s working on 

your garden, tackling long put-off tasks, learning new 

skills, or enjoying phone chats with friends. 

You can contact Paul via his listing in The Directory, 

either to email him your story or to call to discuss 

your ideas.  (Any accompanying photos you may have 

would also be very welcome.) 

Pastoral Letter from SCCP 
Rev Anne Hogan, on behalf of the Leaders of our 

Sydney Central Coast Presbytery, has sent a very 

welcome letter of pastoral care and support.  Read on 

for highlights of Rev Hogan’s letter… 

Dear people of God, who dwell within the Sydney 

Central Coast Presbytery, 

When the early church faced issues which threatened 

the peace and stability of their world, someone like 

Paul would send a pastoral letter, conveying empathy, 

encouraging faith, and urging the people of God to 

hold fast to the knowledge that God is faithful, and is 

with them always. 

Thus, we write to you – as leaders of the Sydney 

Central Coast Presbytery. 

Grace and peace to you through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

May you know that you are loved by a God who knows 

your circumstances and struggles during the 

restrictions placed on every one of us because of the 

corona virus pandemic, which seems to have gone on 

forever.  In all-encompassing love, our Lord Jesus 

would remind us that God is our forever, and our future 

is in him, as is our healing.  As he wept in grief for his 

friends, so Jesus weeps with us, and assures that we 

are not alone, we are not forgotten, and whatever 

happens, we will find different ways to be a community 

of God’s people as a different way to live evolves.  

Trust in the Lord, beloved brothers and sisters. We are 

in this together.  If you would like a conversation, to be 

in touch with the undersigned, or if you have some 

suggestions about how to support and care for one 

another, please contact the Presbytery Office 

(michelle.lombard@sccpresbytery.org.au) so we can 

arrange for that to happen. 

Ann Hogan – on behalf of 

Ian Lawrence (Chairperson) 

Steve Aynsley (PRC Chair) 

Fiona Blair (PM-GM) 

Graham Perry (PM-MW) 

Bill Crews on ABC Radio 
Have a listen to 

Richard Fidler’s 

recent interview 

with Rev Bill Crews 

on the ABC’s 

Conversations 

program.  Rev Crews 

talks about his 

“Calais epiphany”—

the moment which 

changed how he saw his own life story, and hear his 

ideas on how we can all cultivate compassion, 

tolerance, empathy and love in difficult times.  Visit 

www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/

conversations/bill-crews-refugee-camp-france-lessons

-humanity-tolerance/13504216 

mailto:michelle.lombard@sccpresbytery.org.au
https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/conversations/bill-crews-refugee-camp-france-lessons-humanity-tolerance/13504216
https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/conversations/bill-crews-refugee-camp-france-lessons-humanity-tolerance/13504216
https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/conversations/bill-crews-refugee-camp-france-lessons-humanity-tolerance/13504216


“Remember, you’re the one  
who can fill the world 

with sunshine” 

Walt Disney 

 

Nicola’s “Stay-cation” 
Nicola will be on leave from Sunday 5 September, 

returning to work Tuesday 14 September.  We hope she 
enjoys a well-deserved break… practising her ski moves 
at home for when she can actually get to NZ’s slopes! 

(ABRIDGED) 

Welcome to our new column, where we get to know 

our fellow congregation members courtesy of their 

responses to a standard set of interview questions. 

Ken P is this edition’s “guest”, so read on for his 

intriguing answers… 

AN INTERESTING STORY FROM YOUR CHILDHOOD 

When I started at Knox in 1951, aged 6, my mother 

drove me to/from school in her thirteen-year-old 1938 

Austin.  Custard colour with maroon leather upholstery.  

It was called the “bomb” by my classmates, but that 

never prevented them from accepting a ride home! 

Our third-grade class teacher, Jack Taylor, was also the 

Knox Prep choirmaster, as well as the organist and 

choirmaster at St Swithun’s, Pymble.  He press-ganged 

several of us in the Knox Choir into joining St Swithun’s 

choir and Sunday School.  I couldn’t adjust to wearing 

the surplus and cassock!  That lasted for around a year 

before I was able to quietly “disappear” from St 

Swithun’s.  The best thing from St Swithun’s came from 

singing at weddings, where we were always treated to 

cupcakes and soft drinks!  A great outcome from the 

perspective of a nine or ten-year old. 

A HIGHLIGHT OF YOUR WORKING/HOME LIFE 

The first thing that comes to mind encompasses both.  

In 1999 I was seconded to our parent company in the 

UK for the whole of that year.  A career highlight.  

However, the reason it was significant on the home life 

front was that our eldest daughter went with us and 

spent her time doing temporary work and going on 

holidays whenever she felt like it.  On one of those 

holidays, she met her future husband.  They decided to 

get married in England before we came home, to save 

us the trouble of commuting.  My wife and I organised 

the wedding two and a half hours drive from our UK 

home with the bridesmaid (our younger daughter) in 

Canberra and the bride in Italy! 

A SURPRISING FACT WE DON’T KNOW ABOUT YOU 

I have been a member of The Ethics Centre (formerly  

St James Ethics Centre) for twenty-five years.  With that 

background, I would sometimes be a bit of a bush lawyer 

at work.  I’d challenge the “marketers” when they’d 

want to put up prices by, say, ten percent.  I would reply 

that we can’t justify that, because our raw materials 

have not gone up at all! 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE BOOK, MOVIE OR SONG,  

AND WHY ? 

My taste in music is eclectic!  But if I must make a choice, 

it would be Mozart’s Requiem and its special place in my 

mind!  

In 2014 I travelled with John Pender (the minister that 

preceded Steve at Pymble).  We were walking around 

Budapest’s Fisherman’s Bastion, and we came to the 

Matthias Church and a sign said “free concert tonight: 

Mozart’s Requiem from 7:30pm”.  I looked at John and 

John looked at me and a bystander said it would be good 

and to get there early.  So, we had an early dinner and 

arrived at 7:15pm.  We had a side on view of about half 

the orchestra and choir. Well, it was just magnificent!  

Absolutely unbelievable with the acoustics and the choir 

and orchestra.  And I was there with John Pender.   

A great memory. 

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL YOUR 20 YEAR OLD SELF 

AFTER LIVING THE LIFE YOU HAVE ? 

The words that stick in my head are words that came 

from my father.  At some magic moment, we were 

discussing some issue, perhaps my career or something 

else, but it was one of those occasions where I was 

getting four or five or six different opinions, some of 

which would directly conflict with others. He just said  

to listen to everyone else’s advice but make your own 

decisions and be prepared to 

defend and stick with them. 

And here’s a terrific photo 

taken in 2019 when Ken, 

as President of the Senior 

Knoxonians, read the  

citation during Knox 

Grammar’s Remembrance 

Day Ceremony, honouring 

Knox students who served 

in various fields of war. 



Course rescheduled 

The Accidental Counsellor Course we’d hoped to run 

in September, has now been rescheduled for Monday 

22 November.  We’re crossing our fingers that it can 

go ahead face-to-face at Gordon, but if not we’ll run  

it via Zoom.  Lifeline will be leading the course and 

Gregory & Carr Funerals are sponsoring the event  

for us. 

Accidental Counsellor training will equip you to 

recognise when others are struggling, to respond 

appropriately with confidence and to be able to refer 

someone to the best community-based help in the 

area.  This is a great course and comes highly 

recommended by people in the community services 

sector. 

Class numbers are limited, so register your interest 

quickly to reserve your place. The normal cost of the 

course is around $150, but thanks to Gregory & Carr’s 

generous sponsorship the cost will be $35 (including  

a light lunch).  Please contact lesley@gpuc.org.au,  

or call Lesley on 0480 223 981 for more information. 

New “Check-In” Card 
Service NSW has introduced a new “Check -In” card to 

help those who don’t have a mobile phone, or who find 

it difficult to navigate the mobile phone Covid check-in 

process.  The card isn’t mandatory, but could be a 

helpful tool for checking-in when visiting businesses. 

Printed with a “QR code” unique to you, the card has 

your contact details associated with it.  All you need do 

when visiting a business is present your card to a staff 

member and they will scan it for their records. 

Checking-in is the best way for NSW Health’s contact 

tracers to advise if you have been at a location at the 

same time as a confirmed Covid-19 case. 

You can create your card online.  Visit www.service. 

nsw.gov.au/transaction/create-covid-19-check-card to 

get started.  Once created, your card can be posted to 

you, or downloaded as a printable version that you can 

print yourself at home.  If you’d like help to arrange a 

card call Service NSW on 13 77 88, or Lesley on 0480 

223 981. 

Gentle Exercise via Zoom 
Simon Duncan, one of our long-standing hall hirers 

and Taekwondo instructor at Gordon, has sent word 

that he’s starting up a weekly Gentle Exercise Class for 

Seniors via Zoom. 

No special equipment is required—Simon has planned 

the gentle workout to make use of everyday 

household objects.  The classes are $13 per session, or 

$11 each for members of the same household. 

This is a great way to stay active during lockdown, as 

well as supporting a small business connected to our 

congregation.  For more details contact the office on 

9983 9879, or email info@gpuc.org.au 

Here’s Jeanie A’s tribute to the Northern Beaches 

Christian School, who are keeping their staff cooks 

employed while the school is closed by providing a 

‘meals on wheels’ service to local residents. 

This month Messy 

Church will focus on being 

open to the wisdom of 

other faiths and we hope 

to explore this concept 

through a computer game 

called Minecraft.  We’re 

looking forward to this time to connect with our young 

families, so please join us.  Contact nicola@gpuc.org.au 

for the Zoom link details. 

Messy’s on! 
4:30pm, Saturday,  

4 September 

Send a Smile 
If you haven’t already done so, it’s not too late to 

“Send a Smile” to brighten the week of someone on 

the same page as you in The Directory.  We’ve heard 

that some of you have thought outside the box, 

sending multiple emails instead of one snail mail—

good on you for getting into the spirit of the exercise 

and working with what you have at hand! 

mailto:Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au


Playgroup on Zoom 
Playgroups will continue via Zoom next week. 

Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026. 

Regular Playgroups are on at 9:30am on Monday  
30 August, Tuesday 31 August, and Wednesday 1 September. 

Join Courtney for a story, singing and dancing, 
with a focus on keeping active. 

Baby Playgroup is scheduled for 
12:30pm on Thursday 2 September. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion 
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our 
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Living the lockdown life... 
What have you been up to during lockdown?   

Share a photo for the newsletter — email us via 

info@gpuc.org.au 

Avondale Golf Club’s 

Hole 11a  proved  

to be a  

real winner for  

Judy E last Friday 

when she scored  

a thrilling  

“hole-in-one”!  

Our hearty 

congratulations to 

you Judy, well done! 

Social Golf Day 
7:00am sharp, Saturday 18 September 

Gordon Golf Club, 2 Lynn Ridge Ave, Gordon 

Join us for another great day of golfing — everyone is 

very welcome.   

Booking is essential.  

We’re now only allowed 

to play in groups of 2.  

We’ll stay in touch 

regarding any restriction 

changes that may occur 

in the lead up to the day.  Please contact Peter B (via 

his Directory listing) no later than Friday 10 

September to secure your spot and advise whether 

you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

Ku-ring-gai is ‘knots’ for Macramé 
Macramé is making a comeback!  Yes, you read that 

correctly... Ku-ring-gai Council’s Sustainability Team has 

announced a free Beginners Macramé workshop with 

fibre artist Ruth Shteinman. 

The one-hour 

sampler workshop 

is scheduled for 

6:30pm on 

Wednesday 22 

September via 

Zoom, so why not 

join in and learn  

the fundamentals of this ‘timeless’ craft? 

Register via www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Whats-

on/Beginners-macrame-with-fibre-artist-Ruth-

Shteinman and you’ll be sent the necessary Zoom links.   

For more information please call Ku-ring-gai Council's 

Sustainability Team on 9424 0893 or email 

sustainability@kmc.nsw.gov.au  

A Call for Wool! 
Flo B sends huge thanks to all  

of you who’ve been killing 

these lockdown hours by 

frantically knitting Wrap With 

Love squares. 

Flo would dearly love you all to 

keep on going, but you’ve done 

such a fantastic job that our 

wool supplies are now running 

very low! 

If you’re planning a clean out of your craft cupboard, 

Flo will very happily take all donations of wool 

(preferably 8ply) off your hands.  If you’ve no wool,  

but would like to make a small donation towards 

purchasing more, please contact Flo via her listing in 

The Directory. 


