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From the Editor’s Desk 
A few weeks ago, I thought that – due 

to the lockdown – there might not be 

enough material available to fill an 

issue of ‘A Shared Path’. Wow! Was I 

wrong!! 

This edition contains tales of what 

some of our people have been doing 

during lockdown, as well as stories on 

reducing our emissions at GPUC, 

Friday Fun Connections, Lockdown 

Bingo, Lifeline and Exodus, and 

Bathurst Uniting Support Services. On the wider front, we also have a story about 

Alison Battisson’s involvement in freeing Afghan refugees to participate in the 

Tokyo Paralympics. And from our partner churches overseas there are stories about 

a rooftop worship service in Khemkaran, India, and a NZ repatriation Flight 

deferred to protect Tonga from the Delta strain of the virus. We also have a brilliant 

eulogy delivered at Judith Moss’s funeral by her granddaughter, Heather. 

As this edition of ASP goes to Nicola for printing, we have been in lockdown for 

nine weeks. Holy Communion is served at home. Steve’s sermons come across the 

web. Meetings, conversations and even birthday parties take place on Zoom. It is, 

without question, a strange and strained time.  

At the same time, however, we are very much aware of the multiplying difficulties 

being faced by people in Southwest Sydney and in many countries overseas. We 

continue to pray for our fellow humans as we whether this storm together. 

We also recognise that we are so much more fortunate 

than our Australian and overseas forebears who went 

through the ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic at the end of the first 

World War. No Zoom, no TV, no mobile phones and 

few telephones. How on earth did they manage, we ask? 

However, the last page of this edition contains some 

advice from 1918. So, somehow, they did.  

And so will we!  

Rev Paul Swadling 
The deadline for contributions to the December edition 

is Friday 26th November. 
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GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 

 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 

community. 

 
 

Minister of the Word Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 

     steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au 

Church Council Chair Lloyd Robinson 

Council Secretary   David Turner  

Family Workers  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633  

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981 

Office Managers   Sonja Paterson, Pymble (10am – 1.30pm Mon, Wed, 

Thurs & Friday) (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au 

     Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Mon – Fri)  

     (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au 

 

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES 

GPUC worship services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each 

Sunday on YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or 

Natasha and the services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time 

afterwards. 

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
While our regular programs and activities have been postponed due to the 

lockdown, some may still be joined online by using Zoom. For details please see 

the weekly newsletter, The Lockdown Lowdown. 
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SYDNEY COVENANT UNITING CHURCH 
 

 
We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy Church and a Growing Church. 
 

Minister of the Word:  

Rev Sunil Jeong 

Email: covenant95@gmail.com 

 

On the corner of the Pacific Highway & 

Cecil Street, Gordon NSW 2072 
 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday Worship:   12:30 pm 

Young Adult Group:  3:00 pm 

Sunday School:   3:00 pm 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMS:  

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 8.00 pm 

 

MISSION FIELD:  

Indonesia (Noeraku) 
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From the Minister’s Keyboard 
Stories and congregational identity 

 

The course which I attended recently 

emphasised the power of congregational 

stories to help us understand our identity 

as a church. At a recent Sunday Morning 

Tea on zoom, I asked people what the 

stories are of our forming congregations 

and our amalgamated entity. Here’s what 

I jotted down as people shared about 

Pymble and Gordon separately. 

• The power and impact of a genuine, warm and sustained welcome by such 

‘saints’ as Betty Cameron-Smith and ministers who visited new-comers the 

following day 

• Ireni, whose parents dedicated the old Gordon building, being the first to make 

a public donation towards a new development, thereby helping others look 

forward not back. 

• Congregational decisions to affirm the baptisms of children of same-sex 

couples 

• Extravagant Christmas gatherings of all ages held at the Graham’s home and 

the associated hospitality 

• The equal partnership with the Korean Sydney Covenant Uniting Church, 

ensuring we don’t treat them as tenants  

• Encounter evenings at Pymble hosting crowds of 200 enjoying high-profile 

speakers 

And these stories were shared about our amalgamated congregation (or on the way 

to it). 

• The tour of Western NSW towns organised by Judy Gill to support rural 

businesses 

• A church festival with a cooked pig shared with many hall-hirers  

• A small group traveling to Newcastle to hear John Bell and learn his songs 

• Trips to Wayside Chapel and Margaret Jurd College 

• A strong contribution to the combined choir on the occasion of the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation 

• The open-minded willingness to listen to each other at Congregation meetings. 
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Stories help us form our identity, which is so important in our young life together. 

Knowing our heritage also assists us as we undergo change and transition, which is 

almost a constant these days, and as we consider our future. 

What stories would you add to the list? 

Rev Steve Aynsley 
 

 

 
 

Christmas may be a little delayed this 
year! 
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Tales from the Lockdown!!  
We are all part of the GPUC community. But right now, we only have a limited idea 

of how our friends are coping with the lockdown - a lockdown which may continue 

for some time. 
So, I’ve invited people to write something for the magazine about what they’ve been 

doing to pass the time, cope with the restrictions, keep their heads clear and look to 

the future.  

Here are some responses to my invitation. I’m grateful to those who’ve shared 

something of what they have been going through. Thank you. Editor 

From Richard Hansford:  

After many years of non-participation in the sport, this past week I vacuumed the 

whole unit, around and under beds, skirting boards, and moving back lounges and 

chairs, adjusting for soft and hard surfaces, changing the bag, plus dusting 

bookshelves and other surfaces around books and photographs and other bric-a-

brac, and it quicky became very obvious to me how much I am missing my lovely 

cleaners. While I didn’t quite need a cup of tea, a Bex and a good lie down, I 

certainly relished the return to coffee and a book.  
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And talking of books, I have just finished Gideon Haigh’s new warts-and-all 

biography of HV Evatt, one of my life-long heroes in the law and the arts and, on 

the recommendation of a 91 year old friend, am well into and much enjoying my 

first entry into Simon Scarrow’s series on life in a Roman legion. Having spent so 

many years enthusing over historical novels from Bernard Cornwell, CS Forester, 

Patrick O’Brian, Edith Pargiteret al and histories from Barbara Tuchman, Arthur 

Bryant and Dava Sobell, I am really looking forward to this new field. 

And talking of new fields, our 5pm Monday zoom quiz sessions, when we join 

together to defeat the quiz rather than each other, have been providing quite a lift 

with mutual fun, laughter and challenge. Please join in if you can! 

From Nicola: Here is the recipe Lloyd and I tried out last night - we are trying 

new recipes during Lockdown. This one is a lovely vegetarian dish from ‘Delicious’ 

magazine. 

Braised Greens, Feta and Ricotta Cottage Pie 
Serves 6 
 

100ml extra virgin olive oil 

1 each leek and onion, thinly slice 

3 long green shallots, thinly sliced 

1 bunch silverbeet, stems finely chopped, leaves torn 

1 garlic clove, finely chopped 

1 tsp caraway seeds 

50gm unsalted butter, chopped, plus 100gm 

melted butter for mash 

1 bunch English spinach, finely chopped 

1 bunch dill & flat-leaf parsley, finely chopped. 

Extra dill to serve 

Zest and juice 1/2 lemon 

1 tsp dried mint 

1 punnet cherry tomatoes, halved 

1.2kg floury potatoes 

½ cup (125ml) hot milk 

200gm each feta and ricotta, plus extra feta to 

serve

  

Lemon wedges to serve 

Heat oil in pan, over low heat. Add leek, onion, shallot, silverbeet stems. Cook, 

stirring for 20 minutes until leek and onion are very soft. Stir in the garlic and 

caraway seeds and cook for 1 minute or until it’s 
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fragrant. Stir through the butter until melted, then add the spinach, silverbeet  

leaves, dill and parsley. Cook, stirring for 4–5 minutes until greens are wilted. Stir 

in the lemon zest and juice, dried mint and tomato, and season. Set aside to cool 

slightly. 

Place the potato in large saucepan of cold, salted water and bring to a simmer. Cook 

for 20-25 minutes until tender. 

Meanwhile, preheat oven to 200C. 

Drain the potato, then pass through a ricer or mash until smooth. Beat in the hot 

milk and melted butter and season to taste. Fold through half of the feta. 

Transfer spinach mixture to a 2L pie dish and gently stir through the remaining 100g 

feta and the ricotta, leaving big piece of cheese. Top with the feta mash, using the 

back of a spoon to spread the mash over the greens. 

Place pie dish on a baking tray and bake for 45 minutes or until golden. Scatter with 

extra dill and feta and serve with lemon wedges. 

From Rolf Beck: 
ARE YOU AWARE THAT YOU ARE – WE ALL ARE – BREAKING THE 

SPEED LIMIT? 

With the current epidemic here in Sydney, it is a good time to sit in the sun on your 

balcony - in isolation of course - to enjoy the sunshine, the blue sky and the warmth 

of the mid-day sun. 

It is also a time when one’s thoughts can take flight as there is nothing urgent to 

occupy your time. 

I watched the sun slowly orbiting and I thought about how fast we are travelling 

judged by the rate at which the sun ‘appears to orbit’ above us. On some extra 

pondering on this, I accepted that we, not the sun – are apparently moving through 

the heavens (space). 

A quick calculation shows, amazingly, that we are travelling around the sun at about 

one hundred and six thousand (about 105,795) kilometres per hour. 

Add to this the rate at which the sun orbits about the centre of our galaxy – the Milky 

Way - and your ‘speed’ is in excess of seven hundred and twenty thousand (720 

000) kilometres per hour! 

Wow! Are we not breaking some sort of speed limit? 

BUT more seriously it makes you think in wonderment about what an awesome 

Universe we live in and that we are really only a minute part of it.  Not all is gloom 

during our covid lockdown when you think about this! 
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What Judy Elmslie does during lockdown: 

 

 

 

From Miyo Sato: 

Dear Current Affairs members, I hope all of you are well and happy. 

I am so sorry I haven’t joined the meeting for a while as I am taking an English 

course via Zoom, Wednesday – Friday. However, I always read the articles you 

send me. Thank you very much for the interesting topics every week. 

I watched the Olympic Games and I am one who was given ‘freudenfreude’* by 

this event as well (I always learn new vocabulary from the articles, thanks!). It was 

precious, uplifting news under the lockdown, and I was lucky to support two 

counties from here, Japan & Australia! 

As a Japanese, I heard a bit of a negative side of the Olympics before the 

opening, such as scandals of organisers, burden of the cost and Covid19 crisis. Also, 

I assume it was a very difficult condition for Japanese athletes as they fought with 

not only their games but also pressure as a host country and hesitancy caused by 

holding the Olympics in the middle of a pandemic.  
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However, I am so glad to read these articles and to hear the positive voice from the 

world. I feel relieved that Japan was able to hold the event without it being 

interrupted by any serious accidents and that all athletes did their best in the games. 

I believe Japan can show fortitude and resilience to the world. 

Here, could I mention an Aussie silver medallist of Women’s Beach 

Volleyball? Artacho del Solar, moving to Australia from Peru, she grew up in this 

area and graduated from Killara High School that my daughter attends now. (I wish 

we could gather and cheer her at the school hall like others who didn’t suffer a 

lockdown.)  

Another player, Taliqua Clancy, has an indigenous background. I was very 

impressed by this team because I could find a beautiful harmony of diversity in 

Australian competitors. 
 

* ‘freudenfreude’ means the lovely enjoyment of other people’s success. Miyo’s reference here 

is to an article being discussed by the current affairs group. 

From Yvonne Barber: 

I have been doing lots of research.  This one was on Allen Duckworth, originally a 

hairdresser and an advocate of the use of native timbers from Beech Forest in 

Victoria.   

He managed to run a hairdresser salon as well as be a 

part time woodworker. Quite unexpectedly I 

discovered that he had made a baptismal font for St 

Paul’s Church of England in Deans Marsh Victoria, 

not far from the Great Ocean Road.    

How to obtain a photograph when Victoria was in 

Lockdown? 

Firstly, I phoned the Lorne Tourist Information Bureau 

and left a recorded message mentioning I needed a 

phone number for the Deans Marsh Church.  The lady 

called me back, said she had enough trouble keeping 

up with the phone numbers for all the Lorne churches 

let alone further away. 

I gratefully accepted the phone number of the Lorne 

Church of England Church.  I telephoned and found 

the number had been disconnected! Next step I found 

the church had a website where you could leave a 

message and I did.   
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The Minister phoned me back, told me the Deans Marsh church had closed several 

years ago and gave me the phone number of the minister in Winchelsea Rev Wendy.  

I phoned Rev Wendy who is on Long Service Leave, but she found me the number 

of a lady in Deans Marsh called Frances who had a key to St Paul’s Church. Frances 

was very excited; her uncle had written the history of this small wooden church some 

years ago and they hadn’t known who had made the font.  So after lockdown ended 

on the Wednesday, Frances went to the church, dusted the font, polished the brass 

plaque, removed the hymn sheet noticeboard so that a photograph of the font would 

have it looking it’s best Then her daughter Kylie took some photos! 

This timber country chapel was built 1883–84 and the font in 1914 so it has been 

used for over a century. The base is of selected blackwood built up on ornamental 

steps, the pedestal is octagonal and is surmounted by a solid Roman bowl of kauri, 

a handsome piece of work. 

Marjorie Lawrence, daughter of local butcher William Lawrence, joined the choir 

of St Paul's and became a soloist in about 1918, at the age of 10. Two decades later, 

in 1939 soprano Marjorie Lawrence returned triumphantly to sing in the church 

choir again, during an international career which included performing opera at 

Monte Carlo, Paris and New York.  

From Margi Abraham: 

I love poetry and have been studying and writing free verse for many years. In 

lockdown last year, I had an unexpected opportunity to learn to write a new form of 

poetry – tanka ─ working with a wonderful local tanka poet.  

A form of Japanese poetry, tanka has been evolving for over 1300 years. It means 

short poem or song and records our emotional responses to places, circumstances, 

and images, distilled into 5 lines, untitled. Because it was meant to be sung, there 

must be a cadence or rhythm to it. It is not just about describing a scene; it is a 

personal response and invites the reader to think about the human condition.  

Contemporary English tanka does not follow syllable counts but is not more than 

31 syllables and usually has a line pattern of short/long/short/long/long. I found that 

I love writing tanka! With my mentor’s guidance and encouragement, I have since 

had some of my tanka published in print and online.  

This has been the gift of being kept home by the pandemic; to learn a new skill from 

a generous mentor, join a new community of writers and to notice the detail of 

beauty in nature and everyday things. Here are a few of my tanka: 
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the flare of city lights 

our southern cross 

swings up ─ 

I find my bearings 
 

my plum tree 

stirred by rainbow lorikeets 

white petals rain 

. . . if only I could shake 

your absence from my mind 
 

how I miss 

stained-glass windows 

Jesus 

his glowing lamp 

lights empty pews 
 

From Malcolm Braid: 

Dear Paul, I received this article/request and thought you may wish to include in 

the next edition.  

 
Dear Malcolm, 

Our country needs more people like you! 

God’s truth is made known through you as you stand up for Christ in your local 

community to be the ‘salt’ – by resisting unjust laws and speaking up for the most 

vulnerable. 

So I’m asking for your help today to raise up more people like you. 

Right now, there are over 2,000 volunteers and over 200,000 people like you who 

give and pray. But it’s vital to grow this movement – because there’s so much 

more we can do together. 

Your gift today will grow this movement by helping to: 

• Appoint volunteer Local Campaign Organisers (LCOs) in all 151 

federal electorates nationwide. Currently, there are LCOs in 

86 electorates. 
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• Mobilise 2,700 volunteers who can serve with their LCOs 

during National Days of Action. These events, held every six weeks, 

enable teams to letterbox homes, make phone calls, lobby MPs, and raise 

awareness about issues that matter to you.  

• Strengthen the volunteer movement by recruiting more staff to organise 

and support them.  

You have a huge opportunity today to help mobilise thousands more Christians 

like you to speak up about critical issues in our culture and politics.  

Please give now to help expand and empower this exciting movement – by 

recruiting, training, and mobilising more Christians to engage in grassroots 

political action with you. 

I’m grateful for you helping to transform our nation with God’s truth! 

God bless you, 

 

Martyn Iles 

ACL Managing Director 

 

From Ailsa Reichardt 

We live in a 60 year old small block of units with a large garden surrounding it. 

 One corner of the front garden was home to a group of cocos palms which, over 

the years, had become a considerable grove which dropped fronds, and seeded 

unattractively among other treasured shrubs. The palms had grown so tall that they 

looked like a clump of telegraph poles. 

Some research revealed that Ku-ring-gai Council regarded cocos palms as an 

invasive, noxious species. There would be no objection to our desire to have them 

removed.  

The Body Corporate was stunned when asked to fund the removal of 25 palms! 

Only the promise of a beautiful replacement with flowering shrubs convinced them 

to support the keen gardeners among the residents who could see the promise of the 

location.  
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So, just as we went into the first Covid lockdown in 2020, the palms came down. 

Clearing the jungle of palms revealed beautiful staghorns and a birds nest fern on 

two old deodars that would remain to be features in the new garden. 

Then the garden project really started. Winter 2020 was devoted to replacing soil 

impoverished by the palms, adding compost, and letting the soil rest while we took 

advice, and discussed our preferences for the new plantings. When we were free to 

visit nurseries, we came home with carloads of camellias and azaleas that would 

blend with the existing traditional plantings. But it was a big area, with room for us 

to add “a little of what we fancied”. 

Two cuttings of tree begonias (from Rae Andrews’ garden) had outgrown their pots; 

a daughter in law was dividing clumps of crocus and babianas; a new resident gave 

us a daphne (which has not only thrived, but is now blooming!), and a native 

eriostemon looked just right when added to the mix. Orchids have taken up 

residence on the deodars, and we wait for their blooms.  

Now, in the midst of 

another lockdown, we are 

watching the garden 

respond to early spring 

warmth, and discover 

self-sown primulas, 

native violets, and 

begonias dotting patches 

of colour in unexpected 

places. The joy of 

surprises in a garden! We 

share it with passers-by, 

who pause to admire (and 

refresh their souls, I like 

to think). 

It reminds me of that old saying of being “nearer to God in a garden than anywhere 

else on earth” …. especially during Covid lockdown.   

From Janet Scott 

Paul and I are puddling along quite happily.  We go for a walk every morning 

usually aiming to be back in time to hear the latest from Gladys. But she’s wearing 

a bit thin lately. Paul spends a lot of time with his stitching. (See photo) He started 

it in 2011 and despite getting quite a hurry on during lockdowns is hopeful of 

finishing it before he turns 80! Six years’ time. He is also busy at present getting the 

church magazine together as well as a service for next Sunday. 
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I mainly potter - gardening, reading, sewing. And thinking about painting our spare 

room. It might just happen. I’ve been involved in supervising online a few Ravo 

students for HSC trials. 

We’re both involved in 4 or 5 zoom groups a week.  But we miss having friends 

around or going out for coffee. And I particularly miss painting with Jeanie 

Atkinson at her place on a Wednesday. I’ve done a bit of painting in lockdown and 

should be making an effort to do more. 

 

 

… and Paul adds 

Although the lockdown has prevented us – and almost everyone else – from seeing 

friends and family, Janet and I feel we have been very fortunate to have enjoyed 

watching the Tour de France, Wimbledon, the Olympic Games and the Paralympics 

on TV. In fact, we have probably seen more of these events this year than in any 

previous year! 
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Farewell, Judith Moss 
It has been written that ‘Man is a being of varied, 

manifold and inconsistent nature and woman, by God, 

is a match for him’. I find this truth in the lady I called 

Granny. 

Forever the first half of a whole, Granny and Grandpa; 

to get at Grandpa we had to brave the formidable gate 

post that was Granny. The Granny who taught me to 

separate eggs. The lady who fastidiously removed her 

apron before sitting for dinner. The Granny who, 

when I kicked my brother where I should not have, 

spoke to me as no-one has spoken to me before or 

since. The Granny delighted by the soft underside of 

a mushroom in the Jacaranda enchanted sunlight of Knowlman Avenue. The lady 

who, when surprised into laughter, would cover her mouth as if to keep a secret held 

there to savour. The way she would purse her lips and clear her throat before 

speaking as if to trick a little time into being and space for her thoughts to expand. 

That hitched breath represented for me a lifelong struggle to suppress parts of 

herself to fit the life that was hers. A testament of will that speaks to a woman born 

in 1928 when, as Patrick White wrote, “life is full of alternatives but no choices”. 

Granny had a shifting spirit and loved to see times accommodate the alternatives 

she could not support. So, in marrying, and marrying Grandpa, she weighed her 

options and threw her dice. She liked to say that Grandpa was the best investment 

she ever made but, in the years since he died, I witnessed how she wrestled with the 

manifest fragments of self and found them elusive. 

From Bruce Chatwin and the Songlines of Australia, Emily Dickenson, Trollop, 

Mozart’s Requiem to Ludovico Eunwol, Cossington Smith and Tempe Manning, 

the discovery of Penicillin in the year of her birth, politics, the roving list goes on, 

the subjects I discovered with Granny. However, latterly we turned our discussions 

to the sacred texts of worship and music, that ‘knife without a hilt’, that is the voice 

of faith. And it was here that I found the deep places of my Grandmother, that we 

all hold within ourselves. Through talking of prayer, I was humbled by a woman 

who, knowing her faults, found the temper to fight them, nor crippled, nor passive, 

but striding stubbornly onward, high stepping to the last. 

I offer the portrait of a lady in Chiusura light who, finding the shadows pooled at 

her feet, defied them, believing that her marriage brokered some balm to her restless 

spirit and, stretching through the grit, showed me a love she believed was borrowed 

from God to soothe me, as she herself would be so soothed.  
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The grace such faith harbours evidences a life rich and brittle, uncomfortable and 

triumphant filled, when all passion is spent, by the treasure trove of her curious 

mind, and a questing heart fought for faith in life defiantly worn. 

Inconstant but loyal, varied but true, manifold and fierce, Granny’s unfulfilled 

dreams paved for us, her legacy, she daring to tame the unformed clay of self, 

knowing ourselves beloved. 

I will remember her as I think she saw herself, in the words from Voss so dear to 

her: 

“She would have liked to sit upon a rock and listen to words, not of any man, 

but detached, mysterious, poetic words that she alone would interpret through 

some sense inherited from sleep.” 

 

This eulogy was delivered at Judith’s funeral service by her granddaughter, 

Heather Moss. 

 

Lifeline and Exodus. 
Since the beginning of the COVID it is 

very pleasing to see the response we 

have had to collect food for these two 

very worthwhile organisations. 

Currently, we are still able to deliver to 

Lifeline, but as Exodus is outside our 

5km limit and they do not have a 

pickup driver now, we have to put this 

on hold. 

 

We are able to donate directly to each organisation, details below. 

Lifeline bank account details 

           BSB                        062-106 

           Acc No.                 00902183 

           Acc Name:          Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury 

           Bank                      Commonwealth Bank 

Alternatively, donations can be made via our 

website https://lifelineh2h.org.au/ indicating the donation is for Emergency Relief 

if that is the intention. 
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Exodus Donations can be made via their website 

https://www.exodusfoundation.org.au/donate/ where a drop-down menu gives the 

option to direct your donation to your choice of specific work focus. 

We are still wanting food to be delivered to the boxes at both the Gordon and 

Pymble sites.  These are picked up each week on Tuesday or Wednesday.  The 

main requirements are - long life milk and vanilla custard, small jars of coffee, 

small tins of ham, tinned veggies and fruit, pasta and sauce and any little treats for 

children like chocolate biscuits. Please ensure all tins have a ring pull lid. 

Food can also be dropped off at the Lifeline office - 4 Park Avenue Gordon. 

Many thanks for all your support. 

Wendy Wallin & Andrew Cripwell 

PS: If people want to give $10 Essentials Cards from Woolies (or other places that 

offer these cards) that would be really beneficial. Lifeline give them out with a bag 

of food to allow the individual to buy more specific needs, such as baby items, 

gluten free or vegetarian items. 

Best wishes  

Wendy & Andrew 
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Reducing our Emissions at GPUC 
On Friday 11th June, Anuj Dhir, Ku-ring-gai Council’s Sustainability Engagement 

Officer, and Barbara Albert, Co-founder and Director of 100% Renewables P/L, 

joined the UGCC Current Affairs Group to inform us about the Council's new 

initiative to cut our overall emissions to zero by the year 2040. 

Council's success in reducing their own emissions has been an important step. Now 

they're exploring how to help Ku-ring-gai residents with energy, waste and transport 

solutions. 

Ku-ring-gai's community and natural environment are vulnerable to the effects of 

greenhouse gas emissions. Council wants to address these issues locally, and is 

initiating a community consultation process where residents, schools, local 

businesses and various community groups have their say in ‘Shaping the Future of 

Ku-ring-gai’. 

 
 

Ku-ring-gai aims for net zero emissions by 2040 
Ku-ring-gai Council has beaten its 2020 target and now has its sights set on zero 

emissions by 2040. 

The Climate Change Policy and accompanying action plan were adopted by the 

Council at its August meeting.  

The plan will support Ku-ring-gai’s transition to zero emissions through wide-

ranging community education and investment in proven and emerging technologies 

such as electric vehicles, rooftop solar and renewable energy. 

Having already reduced operational emissions by 24% and annual energy costs by 

around $200,000, the new targets mean the Council will aim for 100% renewable 

energy by as early as 2025 and net zero emissions by 2040. 
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Among the key actions proposed by the policy are: 

• A commitment to respond to climate change challenges. 

• Aligning Council targets with the Paris Agreement and the latest climate 

science. 

• Investment in solutions to transform the Council’s electricity supply, transport 

and energy use. 

• More support for the community to reach zero emissions. 

Mayor Jennifer Anderson said the community would be a big focus in the future. 

“We will be providing residents with more education and resources to reach net zero 

emissions by 2040, or earlier”, she said. 

“Initiatives will centre around the key areas of household and business energy 

efficiency, sustainable transport and waste reduction and will be developed in 

consultation with the community”. 

Media enquiries: Sally Williams 9424 0982 or sawilliams@kmc.nsw.gov.au 
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Friday Fun Connections 
On the 18th June, before the lockdown began, GPUC hosted another great night of 

Friday Fun Connections.  

BBQ hamburgers were followed by games, conversations, creative artwork and 

marshmallow roasting, providing fun for all.  

The young people helped with footsteps and craft for the banners for Margaret Jurd 

College & GPUC. This began with a presentation by Courtney. 

At an appropriate time, Tamara gave a talk to the parents on kids’ use of the internet 

and keeping them safe. What a great night!       

Like some other GPUC programs, FFC has continued over Zoom. 
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Lockdown Bingo 

 

It was mid-July when Lesley called a meeting for several of our church members 

to brainstorm what Zoom sessions we could get up and running while our church 

community was, again, in Lockdown. Great ideas were coming thick and fast from 

puzzles and crosswords, a book club to a travel forum. I suggested Bingo! 

It was fast and furious, Lesley ordered a bingo cage online, I found an online bingo 

game that generated random bingo cards which we could mail out and we were 

away! Our first game was scheduled for 5pm on Saturday 24 July and thirteen 

enthusiastic participants zoomed in.  

There were a few teething problems as there always is with something new. We did 

try to use the virtual game but as everyone had different devices, from phones to 

iPads to laptops it proved to be too difficult. Some didn’t have a printer so they 

created their own cards. And what to use as counters? I have to admit that there was 

a lot of creative thinking, earrings, M&M’s, buttons and paper clips. The other 

problem was how to award prizes? The solution, virtual prizes! 

We had Bingo sorted after a couple of weeks so then we decided it was time to ramp 

it up and have a theme. Our first theme was the Olympics with appropriate prizes, 

Closing Ceremony tickets, Olympic polo shirts and commemorative Olympic coins. 

Next was Christmas in August as we had missed July! Everyone got into the spirit 

with a Santa Claus appearing, thanks Marj, Santa hats and earrings and lots of tinsel 

and baubles. 
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Of course, we had to celebrate the ‘special’ birthday one of our regular Bingo group, 

Bernard. Not to let the cat out of the bag, but he is older than 50 but less than 70. 

We toasted him with a slideshow of his past exploits and he celebrated with 

homemade Portuguese tarts made by his lovely wife, Anne. One of the things he is 

missing is travelling, so we spared no expense with our prizes, international air 

tickets to London, a first-class Eurostar train ticket to Paris with tickets to the 

famous Bayeux Tapestry and a travel guide to Venice with tickets to the Peggy 

Guggenheim Museum. Even if we can’t travel it was nice to remember something 

of our past travels. 

Our most recent theme was to dress as your favourite movie hero/ine or villain! 

There was a mini movie trivia before bingo which Bernard won, 10/10. Someone 

loves their movies. If we are still in lockdown when you read this, hopefully not, 

zoom in! 

Tuesday Conversations 

From “Our Vision for a Just Australia” to touring Israel via Steve’s holiday snaps 

to David and Bathsheba to “The Orthodox Heretic” and more, Tuesday 

conversations, led by Steve or Nicola, has continued in force despite the lockdown. 

No getting together for a meal. No face to face gathering. But we continue to enjoy 

discussing significant topics. Come and join us at 7.15 every Tuesday night in term 

time. Just ask Nicola for the Zoom link. 
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Bathurst Uniting Support Services 
Julie Fry (previously Greig) 20 August at 17:09  ·  

Food for Goodooga 
It’s great when our Uniting Churches come together to help others. We had a 

wonderful example this week of everyone working together to help get food to 

Goodooga. 

Goodooga is a town in the Australian state 

of New South Wales in Brewarrina Shire 

on the eastern bank of the Bokhara River. 

It is near Brewarrina, 121.6km, and 

Lightning Ridge, 73.7 km, its closest 

neighbours. The town lies 20 kilometres 

south of the Queensland border. The 

population of 274 is basically Indigenous 

and there are about 82 families. When I 

was working as a Rural Chaplain, this was 

one of my favourite parts of NSW. 

For many years there has been no Supermarket. They have a School, Post Office, 

and Health Centre. 

Now the Covid Lockdown has reached Goodooga concerns for fresh food and 

vegetables, frozen food and household essentials have become critical. The 

restrictions on driving, lack of licences, only one person from a family being 

allowed to shop, on social distancing and the impact of panic buying in Lightning 

Ridge and Brewarrina cripple the ability of Goodooga residents to access even the 

most basic of foodstuffs, let-alone fresh fruit and vegies. They have sent a request 

to Corrina Alchin, Church & Community Engagement Lead at Uniting in Dubbo, 

who used to live in Goodooga and still has family there. They have asked for very 

basic things like tea, coffee, UHT milk, nappies and washing powder as well as 

frozen vegies and fresh produce. 

Corrina has reached out to a number of churches in the Macquarie Darling 

Presbytery and beyond to see if we can help. We’ve had a fantastic response. Dubbo 

church is hiring and paying for a pant-tech truck and will drive it (with appropriate 

permits organised by Uniting) loaded with fruit and vegies and staples on Monday 

(the earliest the truck could be hired) to Goodooga. Frozen goods will come from a 

firm in Coonamble who have offered to transport any food we buy from them to 

Lightening Ridge for free. We are looking to purchase things like frozen chickens, 

frozen vegies, ice cream etc. Once they get to Lightening Ridge the postmistress 

from Goodooga will pick them up. 
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This is all being paid for by donations from Churches. Orange UCA has put in 

$2000. Gordon/Pymble UCA $2000, Canowindra UCA $1000 and Bathurst UCA 

$4000. Bathurst is acting as the Banker and will pay the bills etc 

If you'd like to help funds can be placed in the account in the shown in the blue 

badge above. Please label Goodooga, or message us. 

 

Afghan Refugees freed to participate in 
Tokyo Paralympics 
Zakia Khudadadi and Hossain Rasouli arrived in the Japanese capital after a week-

long stay in Paris, where they had been housed after fleeing their homeland 

following the Taliban takeover. 

They are now set to be resettled in Australia, according to former Socceroo and 

refugee advocate Craig Foster and a lawyer assisting the efforts. Zakia became the 

first female Afghan to compete at the Games since 2004 in Athens when she took 

part in the women's K44 -49kg taekwondo event on Thursday 2nd. 

Hossain lined up in the heats of the men's 400m T47 athletics event on Friday 3rd. 

Lawyer Alison Battisson from Human 

Rights for All was involved in the efforts 

to evacuate scores of athletes out of 

Afghanistan. 

She told SBS News she worked with an 

intern lawyer at her firm to assist Zakia 

and Hossain escape Afghanistan. 

"I have this amazing legal intern who 

works as a plasterer two days a week so 

he can then work at my firm three days a week, Eric Zhang, he did 

Zakia's application. 

"At night, he was working 24/7 with me as well for at least the first week. An unpaid 

intern saved her life." 

Ms Battisson said Zakia and Hossain got to their evacuation flights thanks to a 

family member of an Afghan Paralympic Committee member. 

"He stayed with those two for days, translating and pushing for their evacuation. He 

risked his life to get them over the line. 

"That man should absolutely be honoured and given an award because there was no 

guarantee he would be allowed on a plane, or that he would have been allowed into 

any country. So we also did his documentation and pushed him obviously." 
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Ms Battisson said the success of the rescue mission was due to a team of lawyers 

who had been working non-stop to get Afghans out since the Taliban took power in 

the country. 

"Gradually, this coalition of the willing, of really private citizens and individuals 

around the world, mainly women, working from their home offices got together, 

and we just formed a team that was on 24 hours a day. 

Each person had their strengths. And it just gradually evolved throughout the two 

weeks. 

She said it went from looking at refugee applications to "leading somebody through 

the sewers of the airport of Kabul, which is not what they teach you in law school".  

"So, it was an incredible process of having private individuals with some support 

from the government, but only when people got into the airport." 

Zakia and Hossain looked set to miss the event following the Taliban's return to 

power before they were evacuated as part of the joint operation. 

"Twelve days ago we were informed that the Afghan Paralympic Team could not 

travel to Tokyo, a move that broke the hearts of all involved in the Paralympic 

movement and left both athletes devastated," IPC president Andrew Parsons said.  

"That announcement kick-started a major global operation that led to their safe 

evacuation from Afghanistan, their recuperation by France, and now their safe 

arrival in Tokyo."  

In a message of solidarity, Afghanistan's flag was paraded at Tuesday's opening 

ceremony. 

 

The above story has been condensed from an SBS News story. As many readers 

know, Alison Battisson operated her office from the Gordon Church for two years 

until she recently moved to larger premises closer to the court. Human Rights for 

All is a not for profit which relies on charitable donations. If you would like to 

donate, HR4A’s bank account details are below. Editor 

 

Human Rights for All 

BSB: 082-057 

Account no.: 36-732-6058 

 

Alison Battisson 

Director Principal 

HR4A 
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Diocesan Rooftop Convention at 
Khemkaran, India 
When Covid-19 limits face to face worship: 

A festive aura pervaded the Christian colony at Khemkaran when more than 400 

congregants gathered on the rooftops of the residences there to sing and praise the 

Lord during the rooftop worship service held at Khemkaran. Their faces duly 

masked, but their spirits free, the worshippers praised and glorified God by clapping 

and dancing to the accompaniment of melodious Gospel music beautifully rendered 

by Sister Romika Masih, a Gospel Singer from Jalandhar, and Pastor Peter Hans. 

Euphoria prevailed when the worshippers and pastors led by The Most Revd. Dr. 

Pradeep Kumar Samantaroy, Bishop, Diocese of Amritsar, Church of North India, 

sang and praised the Lord to their hearts’ content.  
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NZ 
repatriation 
flight deferred 
to protect 
Tonga from 
Delta variant  

Friday, August 20, 2021 - 

18:05.  Updated on Friday, 

August 20, 2021 - 18:06. 

Nuku'alofa, Tonga 

https://www.facebook.com/Romikamasihofficialpage?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWMHdnhFMnYSq_Thw-e9q-43Vy3d1fY-kU6aUBWK_wVLDMXM-M3vvj_1URVP9PuEcY7Y9OkOZbRBrn_Q679I4dLDrRnEWdUncgBYRp9fDz6c-0iVWC30cQx6qSlWLJdfnIE22VYd_g-BtMtX7rQPj1i&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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The repatriation flight from 

Auckland that was scheduled to 

arrive in Tonga on August 25 has 

been deferred, due to the recent 

increase of COVID-19 cases   there. 

Paula Ma’u, MEIDECC CEO, said 

today, the deferral is until further 

notice, and all passengers and 

appropriate authorities were notified 

earlier this week. 

The flight from Pago Pago had been deferred as well but it was from their end, 

he said. 

At this stage, only the Vanuatu flight is on schedule to arrive in Tonga on August 

25 with 14 passengers. 

As for Fiji, flights remain deferred, due to its COVID-19 situation. 

He said some of the 30 Tongan passengers stranded in Fiji had made it to New 

Zealand where they had completed 14-days in quarantine. 

“They came to Tonga in the last repatriation flights and have completed also their 

21-days of quarantine here,” he said. 

"Government is financially supporting the remaining stranded passengers [in Fiji] 

up to next month, while they await any chance of quarantine placement in NZ." 

Meanwhile, Tonga's Foreign Affairs is working hard to assist regarding visa and 

passport requirements and has been in contact with those in Fiji regularly, in 

collaboration with Fijian authorities. The Ministry of Health has also been in contact 

with the Ministry of Health of Fiji regarding vaccination of not only the repatriates 

but for students and other Tongans. 

“Government's priority is protecting the lives of the 100,000+ people in Tonga, no 

compromises whatsoever,” Paula said. 

"Delta variant is lethal. This is why our border is still closed and Tonga 

remains covid-free." 
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Isolation is something our Aussie farmers continually battle. In the last few weeks, 

many of us have faced these same battles due to COVID-19 restrictions and state 

lockdowns. We've experienced firsthand what it means to be cut off from the rest 

of the world and lost access to our community, friends, and family. When we reflect 

on our time in lockdown and isolation, we can't help but think of our Aussie farmers 

who are isolated year round.  

The isolation of our friends out bush is something we work to decrease. Through 

Bush Chaplaincy and our Outback Links program, we aim to bridge the divide in 

emotional and practical support for so many Aussies living in regional and remote 

Australia. It is only through your generous and ongoing support that we can address 

these issues, and lessen the effects of isolation that many of us have had a glimpse 

into recently.  

By purchasing a seat to our virtual Great Outback BBQ or committing to host your 

own physical BBQ, you are supporting isolated Australians overcome the 

challenges they face through practical, emotional, and spiritual care.  

In a time where we'd all be grateful for increased personal connection, the Great 

Outback BBQ is a great opportunity to connect with others for a meaningful cause. 

Buy a seat at our virtual BBQ or register to host your own physical BBQ to make a 

direct impact in the lives of farmers living in remote Australia. Farmers like 

Bronwyn and Gordon.  

Bronwyn and Gordon reached out to Frontier Services in a state of panic when they 

realised they weren’t going to be able to attend their son’s wedding because there 

was no one they trusted to look after their farm. Funds raised at the Great Outback 

BBQ enabled Frontier Services to send Outback Links volunteers to Bronwyn and 

Gordon, and ensured they were able to see their son wed his new bride! 

Your support allows us to provide vital emotional, spiritual, and practical support 

to thousands of farmers. Don’t miss your chance to make a lasting impact in the 

lives of people who need our support! 
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Visit our website to purchase your virtual seat or register to host a physical BBQ 

and show our Aussie farmers you care! 

If you have any questions or need additional information about the Great Outback 

BBQ, please reach out to a member of our Events Team by phone at 02 8270 1340 

or email at events@frontierservices.org.  
 

Thank you! 

Frontier Services 

Standing with people in the bush  

P.S. Whether you purchase a virtual seat or commit to hosting a physical BBQ, 

don’t forget to spread the word about the impact you’re making with the Great 

Outback BBQ! Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram for helpful tips and 

tricks, and use the hashtag #GreatOutbackBBQ to spread the word. 

Call from Ryde Council to do more for Afghan 
Refugees 

Nasrin Azizi, who spoke at Tuesday Conversations on 31st August, has sent us this 

motion that was adopted by Ryde Council. Editor 

Motion - Call to support urgent advocacy on Afghanistan - Councillor Penny 

Pedersen  

That Council: 

A. Reaffirm its declaration as a refugee welcome zone and a signatory of the 

Refugee welcome scroll where CoR pledged to advocate for more compassionate 

treatment of refugees.  

B. acknowledge the large number of Afghan Australians in Ryde who contribute 

greatly to our community and send sincere condolences to them for the 

devastating loss of life resulting from violence in Afghanistan.  

C. Acknowledge risks to the safety of women, girls and religious minority groups; 

the growing humanitarian crisis resulting from conflict and the displacement of so 

many of Afghan people.  

That the Mayor write to Prime Minister, The Hon. Scott Morrison; Hon. Maris 

Payne - Minister for Foreign affairs; Hon. Alex Hawke - Minister for Immigration, 

Migrant services and multicultural affairs and call on the Federal Government to 

implement the measures set out by the Refugee council of Australia that include:  
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1 Do everything possible in coming days to evacuate people who are at grave 

risk within Afghanistan, including those who have worked for or assisted the 

Australian Government and Australian organisations (including the embassy, 

armed forces, NGOs and media), human rights defenders and women and girls 

whose lives and security are under great threat.  

2 Urge governments in the region to keep borders open for people trying to 

flee persecution in Afghanistan, including and particularly Pakistan and Iran. 

3 Offer additional refugee resettlement places for Afghan refugees immediately, 

as the Australian Government did in 2015 with 12,000 additional places for Syrian 

and Iraqi refugees. Canada has already announced its commitment of 20,000 

additional places for Afghan refugees. Australia could match this offer and urge 

other resettlement states to do the same, sending a strong and positive message to 

states receiving Afghan refugees that the world is ready to share responsibility in 

the protection of lives at risk. 

4 As many people are now at risk from hunger and lack of shelter due to their 

forced displacement, immediately increase Australian aid to the region to 

support programs to assist people who have been  displaced across borders and, 

wherever possible, support organisations still offering assistance within 

Afghanistan. 

5 We welcome the extension of temporary visas of all Afghan citizens in Australia 

announced by Immigration Minister Alex Hawke on 17 August. A vital next step 

of this is to ensure that people whose asylum claims have been previously rejected 

be supported to submit new claims in the light of the changed circumstances 

in Afghanistan. 

6 Extend permanent protection to 4300 Afghans on temporary protection 

visas, recognising that members of this group are unlikely to be able to return in 

safety for many years to come and need the assurance that they can continue to 

live in Australia without the constant fear of forced return.  

7 Assist Afghan Australians, including people with temporary and permanent 

protection visas, with urgent family reunion applications for relatives who are at 

particular risk, as members of minorities targeted by the Taliban or people likely 

to be targeted because of their connections to western nations. This should include 

giving priority to finalising family reunion applications which have previously 

been lodged but are waiting on a decision from the Department of Home Affairs.  
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Our Partnership with UnitingWorld 

 
At GPUC we want our mission to be 

• local 

• national 

• and International 

We have a partnership with Uniting World. The financial component of the 

partnership is directed to the broader Partnering Women for Change (PW4C) 

program (which includes the Healthy Families, Safe Communities project), with the 

relational component directed to the Kiribati project and the Kiribati Uniting 

Church. 

As a church we are committed 

• to supporting both the Kiribati Community and Uniting World staff in prayer 

• devote at least one service per year focussed on Kiribati 

• Produce a video twice a year to send to the Kiribati Uniting Church. Just 

recently our Messy Church families sent a Thinking of You video 

• Financial support 

• Educate the GPUC Community about the project and the partnership. 

If you wish to donate click here. 

If you are interested in being part of a small group to foster this relationship, please 

contact Nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Hear an update from Rev. Paul Swadling at a recent Online service.  
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