
New Bank Details for Lindara 
The Lindara Family Program has advised it has new 
bank account details as a result of becoming formally 
registered as a public benevolent institution with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
and being endorsed as a deductible gift recipient by the 
ATO.  If you wish to make a donation, the new details 
are:  Lindara Family Program, Bank: Uniting Financial 
Services, BSB: 634 634, Account No.: 100081175. 

 

Lockdown 
Lowdown: 

The Sequel 
 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church 
Sunday 19 September 2021 

© Anonymous 

A message from Steve 

Please be security conscious! 
It’s very worrying that we’ve again had reports of our 
sites being discovered unlocked.  If you have to enter 
either of our sites, please take the time to check that 
you have locked the doors behind you when leaving. 

Food Donations 
Good news from Exodus this week—they once again 
have a volunteer driver to pick up food from Pymble.  
We were able to give a wonderful 12 bags of food each 
to Exodus and Lifeline this week, thanks to the many 
generous donations from our congregation — well done 
to everyone!  Please continue to make contactless 
“deposits” to both our sites so we can continue this 
much needed outreach.  If you’ve any questions, please 
contact either Wendy W or Andrew C via The Directory. 

It was nice to see GPUC members David H and Paul S 
acknowledged for their service on the UnitingWorld 
Board in a recent communication, even though some of 
the service concluded a while ago.  David was thanked 
for his Chairing of the Finance, Audit and Review 
Committee, while Paul was thanked for his role as 
Deputy Chair of the Board and as a member of the 
Church Connections National Committee.  We pray for 
the incoming Chair, Lin Hatfield Dodds as UnitingWorld 
continue their ministry in challenging Covid times. 
Others in our congregation serve the wider church in a 
number of ways (Peter N, David T, Lloyd R come to 
mind) and we thank them for their contributions. 

A special reminder that the Interfaith Prayer Service will 
be held online this Tuesday, 21 September at 2:00pm. A 
range of faiths will offer prayers for peace and the 
address will be given by Moderator Rev Simon Hansford 
who is always worth listening to.  (See page 3 for full 
details and the Zoom link.) 
Steve Aynsley 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Ken D & family as they grieve Vera’s passing; 
• Barbara C, who is home again after her hip 

replacement & rehab following a fall; 
• Betty W, whose ankle is now free of the moon boot, 

allowing her to be increasingly back to her normal 
active life; 

• Baith A-L, who has returned to hospital with some 
fluid around her lungs; & 

• Enngonia school & community, as Covid makes its 
presence felt with the death of a community elder.  
Learning packs are being sent home from the 
school as most homes do not have internet.  Food 
drops are occurring for the Aboriginal community.  
Many others are having food delivered from Bourke 
via the mail truck which comes twice a week.   
Pray for Principal Paula & her staff.  



 

 
Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 19 

 
9:30am  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 
5:00pm  Newspaper Quiz & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Richard H. 

Monday 20 

 
9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 
5:00pm  Book Chat & a Cuppa 
Sharing information about books and authors.   
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Janet S. or Sue Cr. 
7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations 
Exploring life.  Use Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?
pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09 
with Meeting ID: 857 5750 1698  &  Passcode: 325834  

Tuesday 21 

 
9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 
5:00pm  Crosswords, Conversation & a Glass of Wine 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Paul S. 

Wednesday 22 

 
10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 
12:30pm  Baby Playgroup—Short Storytime  
                  & Finger Puppet Singing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 
5:00pm  Sharing Positivity & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Thursday 23 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 
10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 
5:00pm  Sharing Favourite Holidays 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Kerry B. 

Friday 24 

 
5:00pm  Afternoon Bingo! 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Lyn K (for Bingo cards contact Lyn, or 
lesley@gpuc.org.au). 

Saturday 25 

For daily activities, our Zoom link is : 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?

pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09   
Meeting ID: 885 6619 5797   Passcode: 048065 

Catch up online via our many interest groups,  
here’s what’s available 19 Sep—25 Sep... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 



International Day of Peace 
The 55th session of the General Assembly  
of the United Nations has designated  
Tuesday 21 September as the International  
Day of Peace.  To celebrate this day we’re all invited to 
join an online Interfaith Prayer Service at 2:00pm on 
Zoom via https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/96010303812 

The service will include an address by Rev Simon 
Hansford, Moderator of the UCA NSW and ACT Synod, 
and a prayer on behalf of the Uniting Church in 
Australia by Rev Sharon Hollis, President of the National 
Assembly of the UCA. 

Leaders from numerous religious communities will offer 
prayers for peace and there will be an opportunity to 
light a candle for peace during the service.  For further 
information contact Rev Dr Manas Ghosh on  
0429 892 548, or email revmanasghosh@gmail.com 

Friday Zoom Travellers 
Kerry B invites you to join her and some regular 
Friday “travellers” as they journey, or possibly 
meander, through lockdown. 

Kerry says, “We don’t always talk about travel — 
anything at all as we finish off the week on Friday…  
and sometimes with a glass of our favourite tipple.  
Please come along any Friday at 5pm and maybe  
bring a few snaps of where you’ve been or would like  
to travel to next.” 

Hooray, It’s “Stir Up” Season! 
Christmas (and hopefully happier times) will be upon 
us before we know it and won't you feel good to 
know your pudding is in the fridge all ready to go? 

We are again providing ingredient kits to make your 
own pudding(s) at home.  Printed instructions are 
included and a YouTube presentation is available to 
watch while making your pudding, or you might like 
to join Courtney in a Zoom “Stir Up” session. 

The order/booking deadline is 15 October. 

See the flyer below for more information, including 
how to order your pudding and book a Zoom session, 
or if you’d prefer to chat, contact Judy G via email at 
gpucstirups@gmail.com or call 9488 7678. 

Steve Reflects on Bishop Spong 
Bishop John Shelby Spong died last Sunday.  
Spong was an always controversial character 
because he pushed the boundaries of what 
Christian faith might look like in our 
contemporary world.  His death has drawn 
similarly disparate views with Eternity News (a more 
conservative publication) criticising his opinions and 
pointing to the decline in church membership in his 
diocese.  Progressive Christianity however, eulogised 
him as a theological giant who has shaped entire 
generations.  I think Spong’s legacy is that he spoke 
about faith in ways that allowed those who had left the 
church, never been in it, or who felt uncomfortable 
inside it, to imagine that they could find a place within 
a different type of church.  Others have pointed out 
that while he never broke particularly new theological 
ground, he had the gift of communication and the 
ability to harness a newspaper headline, which gave 
his ideas much more circulation in “the real world”.   
On the same day I read about Spong’s death, I read this 
about the biblical book, Job, which seems quite apt. 

“Orthodoxy has invariably feared the heretic, as the 
history of Western civilisation amply shows.  In a truly 
prophetic spirit, the author of Job championed the 
creative power of heresy, for faith is often most 
vigorous when it dares to break with theological 
dogmas - yes, even with “religion” - and to enter into 
unchartered areas.”  Maybe John Spong was more 
“biblical” than many of his critics would allow. 
Steve Aynsley 



Playgroup on Zoom 
Playgroups will continue via Zoom next week. 
Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026. 

Regular Playgroups are on at 9:30am on  
Monday 20 September, Tuesday 21 September,  
and Wednesday 22 
September. 
Join Courtney for a 
story, singing and 
dancing. 

Baby Playgroup is 
scheduled for 
12:30pm on Thursday 
23 September. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion  
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 
Website — please send items for uploading to our 
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Steve will be on leave from Monday 27 September, 
returning to work on Tuesday 5 October. 

We hope he enjoys a well-deserved break. 

The latest issue of A Shared Path 
is out now.  We’re hoping that 
many of you will be able to read 
it online via the website.   
For those who have keys, copies 
are in the foyers at both sites.   
If you need a hardcopy posted 
out, please call the office or 
email via info@gpuc.org.au  

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: 

&  Julie D Shirley B, Flo B 

Friday Fun Connections 
Friday night’s FFC will be learning to knit in support of 
Wrap with Love, whose generous and talented 
volunteers knit, crochet and sew beautiful wraps and 
blankets to wrap more than 30,000 
people in Australia and overseas with  
love and warmth each year.  Flo B will 
speak to our families about GPUC’s long 
connection to Wrap with Love and show 
some recently completed wraps.   
Meghan, from one of our FFC families,  
has already knitted and donated an 
amazing recycled wool blanket to  
Wayside Chapel and will be helping teach 
her FFC friends learn to knit. 

Gordon Book Club 
A great discussion was had via Zoom 
of “Graham Greene’s Travels with my 
Aunt.  The group agreed that the 
novel was dated, but well written, and 
discussed whether the aunt was 
opening up her nephew to a wider 
view of life, or corrupting this retired 
bank manager! 

Join us next month when we’ll discuss 
When Time Stopped by Arianna 
Neumann and, if you’d like to read 
ahead, our November title will be 
James A. Michener’s Caravans, a novel 
set in Afghanistan post-WWII. 

From Jeanie... 
Maritime Museum History Talks 
History@Home is a new online talk series being offered by the 
Australian National Maritime Museum.  Celebrating History 
Week, the series explores a diverse range of topics related to 
maritime history, so join the Museum’s expert curators and 
their guests as they dive into some fascinating topics. 

Learn new stories, consider new research, 
and hear unexpected voices, with topics 
covering vintage fashion, shipwreck hunting, 
pirates, smugglers, and the world's current 
ocean health. 

If you’ve missed a topic you’re interested in, don’t worry 
because all shows already aired are available to watch online.  
Visit  www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/history-at-home 


