
As we begin to look towards a thawing of restrictions 

we know the debate is out there in the community and 

in every sector:  Who will be allowed to attend where? 

What rights do unvaccinated people have to go about 
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A message from Steve 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Ken D & family as they grieve Vera’s passing; 

• Rev Duncan McDiarmid, who has sent word that he 

is in Canberra Hospital following a heart attack.  

There is little further information, but he is in good 

humour & hopes to be home soon; 

• David B, as he awaits news of some test results; 

• Barbara C, who is home again after her hip 

replacement & rehab following a fall; 

• Betty W, whose ankle is now free of the moon boot, 

allowing her to be increasingly back to her normal 

active life; 

• Baith A-L, who is now at rehab at the San & hopes 

to be home soon; & 

• Enngonia school & community, as Covid makes its 

presence felt with the death of a community elder. 

their lives?  What rights do vaccinated people have to 

be protected?  And so on.  In this regard, the Church is 

no different.  Church Council is waiting to hear the 

government detail on the eventual re-opening.  Our 

mind at present is to follow government advice.  Suffice 

to say GPUC strongly supports the advice that everyone 

who can be should be vaccinated as a practical step of 

love towards each other.  Please talk to me should you 

wish to raise any concerns. 

Over 180 people attended last week’s International Day 

of Peace Service held online.  Contributions came from 

Armenian Apostolic Church, Brahma Kumaris, Baha’i, 

Buddhist, Catholic, Hindu, Jewish, Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi, 

Uniting Church and Zoroastrian representatives. 

UCA Moderator Rev Simon Hansford preached a strong 

sermon around what peace isn’t — it isn’t always being 

quiet when so many injustices are surrounding us.  

School students from Knox, PLC and MLC offered 

recorded messages.  We were well led by Rev Dr Manas 

Ghosh, from St John’s Wahroonga UCA.  Manas has led 

a similar service over the past 18 years.  We lit candles 

and responded after each prayer, “Let peace fill our 

heart, our world, our universe.”  In a time of separation 

and struggle, it was good to come together and pray for 

our world.  

Look elsewhere in this LL for information on great ways 

to link in with others and keep motivated through 

Picnics for 5 and other online options. 

I will be on one week’s leave from Monday, returning on 

Tuesday 5 October.  Next Sunday Lloyd Robinson will 

lead the service and he has some creative plans 

involving invited guests (pre-recorded).  We will 

celebrate Holy Communion on 10 October instead of 

next week. 

Steve Aynsley  



 

 

Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 

11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 26 

 

9:30am  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Newspaper Quiz & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Richard H. 

Monday 27 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Book Chat & a Cuppa 
Sharing information about books and authors.   
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Janet S. or Sue Cr. 

7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations 
Exploring life.  Use Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?
pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09 
with Meeting ID: 857 5750 1698  &  Passcode: 325834  

Tuesday 28 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Crosswords, Conversation & a Glass of Wine 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Paul S. 

Wednesday 29 

 

10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 

12:30pm  Baby Playgroup—Short Storytime  
                  & Finger Puppet Singing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Positivity & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Thursday 30 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 

10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Favourite Holidays 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Kerry B. 

Friday 1 

 

4:30pm  Messy Church 
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89593092644?
pwd=UWJ4TmY0d1JDM2daQ0JqVU9ZYVZ6Zz09  

Meeting ID: 895 9309 2644  &  Passcode:843602  
Contact nicola@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Afternoon Bingo! 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Lyn K (for Bingo cards contact Lyn, or 
lesley@gpuc.org.au). 

Saturday 2 

For daily activities, our Zoom link is : 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?

pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09   

Meeting ID: 885 6619 5797   Passcode: 048065 

Catch up online via our many interest groups,  
here’s what’s available 26 Sep—2 Oct... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89593092644?pwd=UWJ4TmY0d1JDM2daQ0JqVU9ZYVZ6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89593092644?pwd=UWJ4TmY0d1JDM2daQ0JqVU9ZYVZ6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09


Thanks from MJC 
This lovely message to the Gordon-Pymble Congregation 

has been received from Darren Twist, Principal of Margaret 

Jurd College... 

“I really do hope that lockdown is treating the GPUC 

congregation as well as lockdown could be expected to treat 

people!  Would you please relay to the congregation the 

following:  

MJC families are reporting that they are certainly struggling 

with the lockdown restrictions but are still doing everything 

possible to support their young people. 

The College has provided devices to students who need 

them, as well as Wi-Fi access to students who need it.  

Students have a daily wellbeing Zoom check in and a daily 

educational Zoom.  Each student has also been provided 

with paper copies of work in case their IT solutions fail.  The 

College Wellbeing Team has begun playing online Minecraft 

with select students as an online counselling tool and the 

Teaching Team has been playing online role playing games 

with students to help get some required outcomes. 

Students have all been provided with an “Iso Pack”, which is 

a toolbox of assorted activities such as skipping ropes, 

colouring-in materials / tennis balls / frontline hobby 

models, etc to help keep them entertained at home.  

Families have been provided with food vouchers to help feed 

the students (which is something normally done by the 

College) and all families have been offered fee relief until the 

end of the year.  It should be noted that some parents have 

chosen to continue to pay fees but, at the College’s 

suggestion, these fees have been transferred into 

“donations” so we can further reach out to families who 

may be suffering extreme financial hardship (without our 

falling foul of our obligations under section 83C of the NSW 

Education Act). 

We are intending to have a portable Year 12 graduation 

with our bus (contactless) delivering graduation packs with  

a message from staff, a graduation certificate and an Uber 

voucher (so they can have a celebration dinner with their 

families). 

We have also started “Kerbside Learning” in which a teacher 

and a caseworker run a short class (outdoors and COVID 

safe, etc) for those who are in extreme danger of 

disengaging and becoming entirely “lost” (as in – we haven’t 

heard from them and can’t contact their families, etc) which 

did happen to a number of our students last year! 

Many of these things have been made possible through the 

donations of your amazing congregation! 

As always, many thanks, 

Darren Twist” 

Food 
Donations 

Lifeline send their ongoing thanks for GPUC’s food 

donations.  They are ever grateful for our support. 

Food items being particularly called for this week are 

long life custard, tins of peas/carrots and peas/corn, 

large and small tins of tuna in spring water, sweet and 

savoury biscuits, and small packets of cereal such as 

Weet-Bix or Just Right (or similar).  Less urgent, but still 

also needed is toothpaste, peanut butter and packets 

of wrapped muesli bars (or similar) for snacks. 

If you’re able to help, please make a contactless 

“deposit’” to the boxes outside our two offices. 

Friday Fun Connections 
Last Friday we had another successful FFC via Zoom.  

Our families learnt all about Wrap with Love.  Flo B 

showed us some of the knitted blankets that have been 

made at GPUC and we’re hoping our young families 

can create enough squares to make an FFC blanket. 

Our 12 families enjoyed learning to knit, although it 

was quite a challenge explaining casting-on via Zoom!   

Next month our pre-teens will be making a video for 

Kiribati and showing them what we have been doing  

in lockdown. 

Our Chalk Messages & Trees 
Courtney has been busy this week writing inspiring 

chalk messages and creating a community tree at both 

our Gordon and Pymble sites. 

We have stuck laminated leaves on our windows for 

you to decorate and will be encouraging all of you who 

live locally to take a stroll and join in writing messages 

on our trees or on the path way. 

Our message this week is simply “WE MISS OUR 

COMMUNITY”.  We know there is plenty going on via 

Zoom, but we are all really looking forward to seeing 

each other in person, when we can. 



School Strike 4 Climate 
Why is the Uniting Church supporting the School Strike 4 

Climate movement?  Uniting Church members are invited 

to a stimulating webinar aimed at shedding light on this 

question. 

Over the last two years, hundreds of Uniting members 

have supported actions by the School Strike 4 Climate 

(SS4C) movement, calling for stronger action on climate 

change in Australia.  They have made supportive signs, 

posted messages on social media, and stood with and 

marched alongside students when COVID restrictions 

allowed and joined them on-line when they did not. 

Congregations have acted as well, hanging banners with 

messages like Act on Climate! Leave No One Behind, using 

church noticeboards to create their own messages and 

integrating themes of creation care into worship.  

Standing with students in these ways is consistent with 

the commitment of our Synod’s Climate Action Strategy, 

created by a Synod resolution in July 2019. Part of that 

resolution read:  That the Synod:  (ii)   Support initiatives 

taken by young people in advocating for action on climate 

change, including the global climate strikes. 

However, other Uniting members and those in the wider 

church community might have wondered what all the 

fuss was about.  Some may even have disagreed with the 

idea of a school strike.  After all, shouldn’t students be in 

school rather than taking to the streets in protest?! Why 

are they so worked-up on this issue anyway? 

Now a special webinar, hosted by well-known 

broadcaster and journalist Julie McCrossin, will explore 

why our church has taken this sometimes controversial 

position.  In her lively and engaging style, Julie will 

interview some key players, across the diversity of the 

Uniting Church.  They include our Moderator, a 

Headmaster of a UCA school, members of Christian 

Students Uniting and other adult supporters, 

representatives of our First Nations and Pasifika 

communities and most importantly, students from both 

UCA and public schools directly involved in the SS4C 

movement. 

We’ll hear about the different reasons they have for 

supporting the students’ call for stronger action on 

climate, how their faith and personal values have led 

them to be involved in this movement and what they are 

hoping to achieve by adding their voice in support. 

Whatever your views on the questions involved, don’t 

miss this stimulating, informative and engaging evening, 

Wednesday October 6, 7.15 pm – 8.30 pm.  Register for 

this free event via www.eventbrite.com.au   If you’d like 

more information, or have any questions, please contact 

Jon O’Brien on 0477 725 528 or joobrien@uniting.org  

Volunteer Vaccination 
Status Required 

Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby Meals on Wheels have sent 

word that Government regulations now require them 

to provide details of the vaccination status of their 

volunteers and staff. 

If you’re a volunteer, please email their office via 

kmowadmin@kmow.org.au as soon as possible to 

advise whether you’ve had zero, one, or two Covid-19 

vaccinations.  If you’re fully vaccinated, please also 

include a copy of your vaccination certificate. 

Hooray, It’s “Stir Up” Season! 
Christmas (and hopefully happier times) will be upon 

us before we know it and won't you feel good to 

know your pudding is in the fridge all ready to go? 

We are again providing ingredient kits to make your 

own pudding(s) at home.  Printed instructions are 

included and a YouTube presentation is available to 

watch while making your pudding, or you might like 

to join Courtney in a Zoom “Stir Up” session. 

The order/booking deadline is 18 October. 

See the flyer below for more information, including 

how to order your pudding and book a Zoom session, 

or if you’d prefer to chat, contact Judy G via email at 

gpucstirups@gmail.com or call 9488 7678. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/why-the-uniting-church-supports-the-school-strike-for-climate-tickets-170088592559
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/why-the-uniting-church-supports-the-school-strike-for-climate-tickets-170088592559
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/why-the-uniting-church-supports-the-school-strike-for-climate-tickets-170088592559
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuca.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dadea70bac92fd774a78077800%26id%3D2dfd56cdd2%26e%3D48bbd1acfe&data=04%7C01%7Cjoobrien%40uniting.org%7C25b2d219f7194ea9a93408d977d54654%7C8884feb704
mailto:joobrien@uniting.org
mailto:gpucstirups@gmail.com


As some Covid-19 restrictions are easing for fully 

vaccinated people, GPUC wants to encourage everyone  

to connect and enjoy time together in public outdoor 

spaces within your LGA.  You may want to consider one 

of these options: 

• Invite friends in a group of up to 5 people (not 

including children under 12) and meet for a picnic  

in a park. 

• Contact some people in 

The Directory (or invite 

someone you’ve written 

to as part of our ‘Send a 

Smile’ campaign) and 

invite them to meet 

outdoors for a morning 

tea or picnic and chat. 

• Send an email to info@gpuc.org.au to be part of a 

‘Mix up/Potluck’ group, where staff will select people 

from different locations to come together and chat at 

a nominated park. 

Why not try all three options?  The Wildflower Park 

comes highly recommended by a number of GPUC 

members as it has some accessible pathways with lots 

of tables and chairs available.  Ku-ring-gai Council’s 

website also has plenty 

of other location ideas:   

https://

www.krg.nsw.gov.au/

Things-to-do/Parks-

playgrounds-and-

sportsfields 

As much as we’d like to have people gathering in larger 

groups, it’s not safe to do so and we would like to 

discourage more than one group meeting at the same 

location at the same time.  Please ensure that all 

participants attending these ‘catch ups’ follow the NSW 

Health Guidelines, which include the following: 

If you are fully vaccinated, you can 

attend an outdoor gathering of up to 

5 people in a public space for 

exercise or outdoor recreation, so 

long as all those involved aged 16 

years or over are fully vaccinated.  

Extra rules that apply are: 

• You must have proof of your 

vaccination with you at all times. 

• You must show a Police Officer your proof of 

vaccination if its requested. 

• Fully vaccinated means you have had 2 doses of an 

approved COVID-19 vaccination or have a medical 

contraindication certificate issued to you. 

• The 5-person limit on these gatherings does not 

include children aged 12 or under. 

• You are not prevented from attending more than one 

such gathering in a day. 

If you are not fully vaccinated: 

• You can attend an outdoor gathering in a public space 

with 1 other person that you do not live with, or your 

nominated visitor (‘singles bubble’), for exercise or 

outdoor recreation. 

• If you live with more than 2 other people, you can all 

exercise and engage in outdoor recreation together. 

For further information visit:  https://

www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/greater-sydney 

Outdoor Gatherings Allowed 

mailto:info@gpuc.org.au
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Parks-playgrounds-and-sportsfields
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Parks-playgrounds-and-sportsfields
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Parks-playgrounds-and-sportsfields
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Parks-playgrounds-and-sportsfields
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Parks-playgrounds-and-sportsfields
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/covid-19-vaccination-nsw/proof-of-vaccination
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/covid-19-vaccination-nsw/proof-of-vaccination


Playgroup on Zoom 
Playgroups will continue via Zoom next week. 
Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026. 

Regular Playgroups are on at 9:30am on Monday 
27 September, Tuesday 28 
September, and Wednesday 
29 September, so please join 
Courtney for a story and some 
fun singing and dancing. 

Baby Playgroup is scheduled 
for 12:30pm on Thursday 30 
September. 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion  
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our 
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Both Steve and Lesley will be on leave next week, 
returning to work on Tuesday 5 October. 
We hope they both enjoy a restful break. 

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: 

&  Elizabeth RM Margi A 

FFC Stamp Grant Successful! 
Wonderful news… our recent $1,000 Stamp Grant 

submission for Friday Fun Connections was successful!  

We send a very special thank you to Sue Co for her help 

with preparing the grant application.  We’d also like to 

encourage everyone to continue collecting your used 

stamps so we can keep donating them to support the 

Stamp Committee’s work. 

The generous grant funds will be used to give back to 

the community through FFC’s monthly projects with our 

caring GPUC families. The money will pay for ingredients 

for things such as Christmas Pudding gift packs, biscuit/

jam ingredients and packaging supplies, as well as craft 

supplies for banners, cards and stationery, plus some 

knitting needles and wool for our young “Wrap with 

Love” knitters.  Exciting times are definitely ahead for 

our new community of faith in action! 

With a theme this month of “A Beautiful World”, we 

invite you to consider these two quotes... 

“God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 

was very good.  And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day.”  Genesis 1:31 

“In times of crisis, the natural world is a source of both 

joy and solace.  The natural world produces the comfort 

that can come from nothing else.”  David Attenborough 

As much as we would love to get together in God’s 

beautiful world we cannot at this time.  However, we’ll 

share thoughts about caring for our world as we create 

a virtual paradise of things we enjoy most in nature by 

using the Minecraft computer game. 

What do you enjoy most?  Perhaps long walks through 

the bush, swimming or canoeing in the sea, or maybe 

skiing down a mountain or climbing over rocks.  Close 

your eyes and imagine, then give thanks to God. 

Will be meeting 
next on Zoom 

Saturday, 2 October 
4:30pm 

News from Wrap with Love 
Wrap with Love send news they’ve been busy during 

lockdown, keeping their office ticking over on a skeleton 

staff to monitor incoming emails, telephone calls and 

snail mail.  They say it’s been a delight to open the many 

parcels of completed wraps received.  WWL are also 

pleased to see so many people keeping in touch and 

busy via their Facebook Virtual Knitting Club, where 

they’re seeing posts of some wonderful wraps in 

progress.  If you’d like to join the group, you can do so 

via  https://www.facebook.com/

groups/WWL.Virtual.Knitting.Club  

As restrictions ease, WWL’s warehouse 

is planning to re-open from 20 October 

with a staff of fully vaccinated and 

masked volunteers, operating from 

9:30am—2:30pm on Wednesdays  

and Fridays. 


