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This week at the Chair’s desk Reopening of GPUC Premises  

for worship & other activities 
Recent announcements of the “freedom roadmap” for 

ending Sydney’s current COVID lockdown are being 

considered by the Church Council. 

There is a lot to think about as we take on board the 

NSW Government’s requirements and our Synod’s 

recommendations.  If you have any questions or views 

which you wish to share, please do contact Brian G via 

his Directory listing. 

The masked singer. 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Warwick H, who has just come through coronary 

bypass surgery & is recovering at the San; & 

• Ken D & family as they grieve Vera’s passing. 

A lovely night prayer from St Columba of Iona: 

Be a bright flame before me O God, 

a guiding star above me. 

Be a smooth path below me, a kindly 

shepherd behind me, today, tonight, 

and for ever. 

Alone with none but you, my God I journey 

on my way; what need I fear when you are near, 

O Lord of night and day? 

More secure am I within your hand, 

than if a multitude around me stand. 

As I write this, I am listening to “Sounds of Silence” 

performed by Disturbed (YouTube) – a version that 

Simon and Garfunkel pronounced was the best version 

of their famous song. 

The song has its share of challenges, one that rings in 

my ears is “The words of the prophets are written on the 

subway walls”.  It is the sort of paradox that messes 

with my mind; God is in a richer, more authentic form 

outside a religious context. 

This week has been busy with various church activities. 

For our congregation, the most significant is the 

progress on: 

• Our new Minister – the JNC is about to bring a 

name to the Council and congregation – note the 

date of 24th October at 11am on zoom; 

• Our property strategy – we now have multiple 

viable options and Council spent time asking 

ourselves again “why are we doing this?”; 

• 2022 budget – which must be one of the most 

uncertain in my memory; 

• Office space including Presbytery and the 

development of a community office environment; 

• Reopening – navigating Government regulation, 

Synod recommendations and internal desires – this 

will probably occupy Council with a special meeting 

this week; and 

• Preparing for the service this Sunday – I am having 

a crack at Revelations – dragons, angels and COVID. 

I have written an item with more detail on page 4 of this 

newsletter. 

Enjoy, 

Lloyd 



 

 

Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 

11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 3 

 

9:30am  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

11:30am  Playgroup Mothers’ Group 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Newspaper Quiz & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Richard H. 

8:00-9:45pm  Gordon Book Club 
Contact Lyn McL. 

Monday 4 

 

5:00pm  Crosswords, Conversation & a Glass of Wine 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Paul S. 

Wednesday 6 

 

10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 

5:00pm  Sharing Positivity & a Cuppa 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Thursday 7 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 

10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Sharing Favourite Holidays 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Kerry B. 

Friday 8 

 

5:00pm  Afternoon Bingo! 
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Lyn K (for Bingo cards contact Lyn, or 
lesley@gpuc.org.au). 

Saturday 9 

For daily activities, our Zoom link is : 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?

pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09   

Meeting ID: 885 6619 5797   Passcode: 048065 

Catch up online  
via our many interest groups,  

here’s what’s available 3 Oct—9 Oct... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 

 

9:30  Playgroup—Storytime, Singing & Dancing 
Contact courtney@gpuc.org.au 

5:00pm  Book Chat & a Cuppa 
Sharing information about books and authors.   
Use daily activities Zoom link, Meeting ID & Passcode. 
Hosted by Janet S. or Sue Cr. 

7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations 
Exploring life.  Use Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?
pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09 
with Meeting ID: 857 5750 1698  &  Passcode: 325834  

Tuesday 5 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88566195797?pwd=TjBmMG5OcmM4WGhwZjBKRXBOUk1pZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09


Check out the HR4A newsletter on our website to read 

the amazing story behind the uplift of over 110 Afghans 

from Kabul and HR4A’s part in it.  Also in the newsletter 

is a thank you to GPUC for generously providing HR4A 

with office space during a critical phase of the group’s 

development. 

WED 
OCT 6 

7:30pm 
ZOOM 

Why does a church support students taking to the 

street for action on climate? With Julie McCrossin AM. 

Since 2019 Uniting Church members have supported 

actions by the SchoolStrike4Climate movement, calling 

for stronger climate change policies.  This is a core 

commitment of our Synod Climate Action Strategy. 

UCA is holding an online forum, hosted by broadcaster 

and journalist Julie McCrossin, to explore why our 

church has taken this sometimes controversial position.  

Julie will interview key players including the 

Moderator, a Headmaster of a UCA school, members of 

Christian Students Uniting, representatives of our First 

Nations and Pasifika communities — and most 

importantly, students directly involved in the SS4C 

movement. 

Whatever your views on the questions involved, don’t 

miss this stimulating, informative and engaging 

evening, Wednesday October 6, 7.30pm – 8.30pm.  

Register for this free event via www.eventbrite.com.au   

If you’d like more information, or have any questions, 

please contact Jon O’Brien on 0477 725 528 or 

joobrien@uniting.org 

Aged Care 

Services 

Explained 
Throughout October, 

Hornsby Shire and  

Ku-ring-gai Councils are 

jointly hosting a series of 

free online information 

workshops to help explain 

various aspects of aged 

care services.  For full 

details and to book, visit 

www.krg.nsw.gov.au/

Community/Seniors/

Seniors-events  or 

contact Robin Hall on 

9424 0836. 

  

  

 

WHERE  Online via Zoom / MS Teams      MORE INFORMATION  krg.nsw.gov.au/seniorsevents 

ENQUIRIES  Robin Hall 9424 0836  rhall@kmc.nsw.gov.au 

Understanding aged care costs 
10:30am—12pm  Wednesday 20 October 

Aged care services—your consumer rights 
10:30—11:30am  Wednesday 27 October 

Navigating My Aged Care 
10:30—11:30am Tuesday 5 October 

Info session on retirement homes 
10:30am—12pm  Monday 11 October 

GPUC NATURE 

SCAVENGER HUNT 

A heart-shaped or  

painted stone 

An animal’s 

footprint 

A bird’s nest 

A clover 

Paper bark 

A mushroom or 

a fungus 

A sunrise or  

a sunset 

A large feather 

Let’s celebrate the natural beauty around us.   

Can you find all the items on our list? 

Take a photo of something you’ve found  

& send it in to info@gpuc.org.au  

so we can make a collage. 

A gumnut 

A pathway chalk 

message 

Nature pushing 

through concrete 

Visit GPUC & 

‘leaf’ a message 

on our window 

trees (don’t 

forget to take a 

‘selfie’!) 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuca.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dadea70bac92fd774a78077800%26id%3D2dfd56cdd2%26e%3D48bbd1acfe&data=04%7C01%7Cjoobrien%40uniting.org%7C25b2d219f7194ea9a93408d977d54654%7C8884feb704
mailto:joobrien@uniting.org


Many thanks to Lyn K for telling us about a new website 

called Friendship Island.  It’s designed to help identify 

where you and your friends’ allowable (5km and LGA) 

travel bubbles overlap, so you can see where you might 

be able to meet up for a picnic. 

The site is easy to use, you simply drop “pins” onto a 

map to locate 

your homes and 

it calculates 

your mutual 

allowable travel 

zone.  See at 

right for an 

example of the 

map result for 

four imaginary 

friends.  Have a 

little play around with it for yourself—it’s actually quite 

fun to use!  Visit https://friendshipisland.com.au/ 

Volunteer drivers needed 
Flo B is delighted that the Wrap With Love warehouse 

will be re-opening later this month — she and her busy 

crew of knitters have a good supply 

of blankets to deliver!  If you think 

you’d be able to help the crew out 

by playing chauffeur for a couple of 

delivery runs (once restrictions on 

travel ease), Flo would love to hear from you.  Give her 

a call or send an email via her Directory listing. 

Fuller details from Lloyd 
It has been a while since I sat down and wrote a page on 

my activities, so here it is.  The topics are in no particular 

order. 

Minister for the New Community of Faith 

We have been working on this for about 2 years, getting 

more serious earlier this year after we reworked our 

current staff roles.  We got through all the various 

committees by June and have been talking to candidates 

for a little while.  This process is coming to a close and we 

have now called a congregational meeting for the 24th 

October at 11am to consider a Minister.  Due to COVID, 

this will be an online meeting. 

Part of the Council’s decision making was to consider 

whether to push on (in a very uncertain environment) or 

delay (hoping for more certainty).  In the end the Council 

formed the opinion that we need to engage with people in 

new forms, we have started the New Community of Faith, 

we have 40-50 people coming, we need to sustain and 

develop this activity further. 

Our Property Strategy 

At our June congregational meeting, we agreed to explore 

options and report back to the congregation by Christmas.  

Steve’s words ring in my (our) ears – “to even explore a bit, 

you have to go deep”.  We have developed a number of 

viable options, held conversations with other parties, 

validated our functional requirements, clarified the key 

cost drivers of the project and considered some of the 

issues of moving (from housing ministers to transition 

accommodation of our community). 

All this success has pushed us back into questioning why 

we are doing this.  We need to be clear what is wrong with 

our current facilities to make sure we do not make a 

mistake in the next stage, but also to be able to speak 

clearly about our vision for the future. 

In addition to Council, there are a number of people from 

the teams and other people from the congregation with 

various expertise contributing.  We still expect to have a 

significant presentation to the congregation before 

Christmas. 

Enterprise Hub 

We have been talking with Manly Uniting Church who have 

established office space as a resource for community 

groups and our hosting of Human Rights for All.  Thinking 

about this initiative, as well as considering Presbytery’s 

needs and our needs means we will be thinking about how 

to make our office space more modern, connected and 

even part of our mission – instead of just a place to 

withdraw; a place to work and collaborate and have 

chance meetings. 

Lloyd Robinson 

Virtual Escape Room 

Sydney Opera House’s 

Do you enjoy solving puzzles and deciphering tricky 

clues?  Well, the Sydney Opera House’s online “Trials of 

Wisdom” Virtual Escape Room game could be a bit of 

clever entertainment for you. 

In order to solve the puzzle you search for online clues 

to find passwords that will allow you to “escape”. 

Why not try it out?  Just visit:   

https://stories.sydneyoperahouse.com/trial-of-

wisdom-escape-room/ 



“A hug is always the right size.” 

Winnie the Pooh 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion  
to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our 
website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Courtney will be on leave from Tuesday 5 October 
(after Playgroup!), returning to work on Tuesday 12 

October.  We hope she enjoys her break. 

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: 

 Di B 

From Jeanie... 

Order your “Stir Up” soon! 
Time flies… there are now only two weeks left to get 

your 2021 “Stir Up” order in — the order/booking 

deadline is 18 October. 

See the flyer below for more information, including 

how to order your pudding and book a Zoom session, 

or if you’d prefer to chat, contact Judy G via email at 

gpucstirups@gmail.com or call 9488 7678. 

Playgroup on Zoom 
Can you believe we are heading into Term 4 next 

week?!  All our craft is covered, with some exciting 

themes ahead. 

From this Term, our Zoom Playgroup schedule is: 

9.30am—10.30am  Mondays and Tuesdays — 

All ages playgroup. 

NEW TIME & DAY  11.30am  Mondays —  

Mothers’ Group — a chance for our Mums to chat and 

connect on Zoom. 

(Meeting ID: 818 7031 9501 and Passcode: 437026.) 

We’re feeling super-organised and have put out 

plenty of craft packs for weeks 1 and 2 (“people” and 

“wheel” themes). 

Both packs are available 

for pick up from Gordon 

ONLY.  They’re outside the 

front door in a blue tub 

labelled “GPUC Activities”.  

The packs are $7 per 

theme, or $50 for the 

whole term. 

Your donations are greatly appreciated to keep 

Playgroup running during lockdown. 

Daylight 
Saving starts 

Sunday  
3 October 

Don’t forget 

to wind your 

clocks forward! 

mailto:gpucstirups@gmail.com

