The
New-ish Normal
Newsletter

A message from Steve
How nice it was to return to in-person worship last
week! And to sing! Thanks for being mindful of all the
Covid requirements. A positive case at Di’s work has
reminded me how present the virus remains. And it
was a joy to welcome many online, watching live or
later. You remain an important part of our community
and we look forward to seeing you when you are ready.
Another step to normality is holding our Annual
Congregation Meeting today following the service.
This will also be available via Zoom (with the link shown
at right). We thank those who have prepared and
submitted reports, and to Sue Conde who always works
diligently as our Congregation Chairperson.
I have received an update on our friend Duncan McD.
Duncan survived a 14 hour operation with 5 surgeons to
deal with an abdominal aneurysm — a survival his
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Specialist was not entirely confident about. He spent
11 days in ICU, has now moved to a ward and expects
to go to a south coast rehab facility soon. He is feeling
confident of his return to ministry, but it has obviously
been a massive operation. He is not welcoming visitors
just now and continues to value our prayers. In a brief
text correspondence I conveyed our love and thoughts
for his full recovery.
Steve Aynsley

Zoom details for AGM
Time: 10:30am, December 12, 2021
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87970819606?
pwd=dlcxRG1LQlhNUGRZOHQ3UzVpWHo5QT09
Meeting ID: 879 7081 9606
Passcode:

353911

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
• Duncan McD, as he recuperates

from surgery & regains his
strength;
• Rick B, as he continues close to the

NSW coast, fine-tuning equipment
& awaiting favourable conditions;
• All the groups we support who will

be working hard during Christmas,
especially Exodus & Lifeline;
• Those who, due to restrictions, will

be at a distance from their families
over Christmas; &
• Church Council, with our sincere

thanks & much appreciation for all
the wonderful work they have
done for us in 2021.

Thank you from MADOW
The MADOW Stall last Sunday was wonderfully
supported by the congregation. Our MADOW coffers
are now in a happy condition, having raised a
marvellous $1,500.00.
Enjoy the Christmas treats and this Advent season.
With thanks from the MADOW Committee.

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The third Annual General Meeting of the GordonPymble Uniting Church will be held on Sunday,
12 December 2021, at 10.30 am, following morning
worship at the Gordon Church. At the meeting, the
financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2021
will be received, and elections will be held.
Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held in
December 2020, and of the General Meeting held on
20 June 2021 are available from the Pymble office, or
otherwise email info@gpuc.org.au and a soft-copy
will be sent by return email.

ELECTION OF CONGREGATION
CHAIR & SECRETARY
Thanks from Exodus
Exodus have sent a letter of
thanks for GPUC’s latest
donation of food staples. They are most grateful for
our support in keeping operational costs down and
enabling more resources to go towards their free
restaurant, and crisis and health care programs.

& Lifeline
“Many thanks for the
excellent response to
the Lifeline Christmas
Hampers’ collection.
We delivered two
large car loads to
Lifeline during the
week. We will continue to collect food for both
Lifeline and Exodus on an regular basis from next
week.” Wendy W and Andrew C.

Nativity Play
The excitement is
definitely building
for our Nativity
Play this weekend.
Here are two of
our budding
performers giving
their lines and
costumes a
workout during
last week’s
rehearsal!

The following have been nominated:
Sue Conde and John Buchanan, respectively.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS
OF CHURCH COUNCIL
The following nominations have been received:
Sue Cripwell, Brian Gill, Rev Paul Swadling, and
David Turner.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS
OF PRESBYTERY
The Congregation may appoint two members to
Presbytery. The following have been nominated:
Brian Gill and Darryl Maytom.
Sue Conde, Chair of the Congregation

Sunday worship & highlights:
December & January
11 December – Gordon 5:00pm. Messy Church / FFC
Christmas for Everyone Nativity Play
12 December – Gordon 9:30 am. Congregation AGM
following the service.
19 December – Gordon 9:30 am.
24 December – Pymble 6:30pm
Children/Family Service.
Gordon 8:30 pm Carols & Candles.
25 December – Christmas Day at PLC Chapel, 9:00am.
26 December – Online service.
2 January 2022 – Gordon 9:30 am. Communion.
9 & 16 January – Gordon 9:30 am.
23 January – Gordon 9:30 am. Includes baptism.
Pymble 11:00 am. Communion
30 January – Gordon 9:30 am. Includes baptism.
Rural focus BBQ.

Men’s Lunch Launched!
Our new Men’s Lunch group got off to a terrific start,
with 17 gents, including Steve, attending on Thursday
at the Terrey Hills Tavern.
As Paul S reports, “It was a great time of community,
chatting and enjoyment.”… and that’s very clear from
all the happy faces seen here around the table! Details
of the next gathering will be released in the New Year,
when we hope even more of our guys can join in.

Ladies’ Christmas Lunch
Last Monday saw a wonderful gathering at the
Greengate Hotel — a combined Christmas lunch for 23
lovely ladies from our Friendship Circle, Coffee’n’Chat,
and English Conversation groups. Everyone thoroughly
enjoyed themselves… for some, it was meeting new
people, for others it was putting faces to names, but all
with lots of great conversation and a delicious meal!

NAIDOC Week Art Workshop

Message of thanks from MJC
On behalf of the Board, staff and students of the
Margaret Jurd College I would like to thank the
congregation of the Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church for
their thoughtful gifts of handmade shortbread biscuits
and handmade Christmas cards. Each packet of
biscuits was gift wrapped and labelled with individual
student and staff names.

The biscuits and the cards were very much appreciated
and enjoyed by all. The members of the Board
received their gifts at our December Board meeting
and they were flabbergasted at the amount of time
and effort that must have gone into producing such
gifts for so many people.
Could you please pass on to the GPUC congregation
our sincere thanks and appreciation for their
wonderful efforts.
Kind regards,
Jim Knowles
Chair, Margaret Jurd College

Lesley reports that a fabulous time was had last week
at our (COVID-delayed) NAIDOC Week Art and Culture
Workshop, presented by Aboriginal Artist and
Designer, Graham Toomey.
“We had a wonderful morning with everyone doing
their own artwork and Graham giving us a very
interesting presentation on Aboriginal art and
culture,” said Lesley.

Santa is
coming to
Playgroup!
Current COVID Safety Requirements
Coming to worship in-person:
• Register beforehand to ensure that we don’t exceed our

capacity;
• Check in with the church’s QR code on arrival or, if that is
not possible, have your name, contact details and arrival
time ticked off by a steward;
• Stay away if you feel unwell, have any COVID symptoms
or are required to isolate;
• Physically distance 1.5m apart from others, as far as
practicable, both indoors and outdoors (except for
members of the same household);
• Wear a face mask while indoors, except if you are
speaking as part of leading the service;
• You can sing if you have been double-vaccinated or are
medically exempted, but masks must remain on;
• At Gordon a maximum of 86 people is allowed, and the
permitted seating combinations are: 3 singles or 2 couples
per pew/row of chairs; a larger group of the same
household members per pew/row; &
• You are not required to be double-vaccinated or medically
exempted to attend worship.
Morning tea will be delayed until the New Year.

Visiting the Church sites at other times:
• Check in with the church’s QR code or, if that is not

possible, record your name, contact details and arrival
time in the register;
• You must be double-vaccinated or medically exempted;
• Wear a face mask (if 13 years and older) while indoors; &
• Physically distance 1.5m apart as far as practicable
(except for members of the same household).
Virtual or Live Stream worship will continue at
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting

Monday
13 December,
Tuesday
14 December &
Wednesday
15 December,
10:00am at Gordon

Playgroups at Gordon
Playgroups are back in Gordon’s Red Room:
Mondays with Courtney
9:30am - 11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am - 1:30pm
for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola
9:30am - 11:30am for regular Playgroup.
The latest issue of
A Shared Path is out now.
It’s available to read online via
our website and hard copies can
be picked up from both Gordon
and Pymble.
If you need a hard copy posted
out, please call the office or
email via info@gpuc.org.au

Happy Birthday wishes this week to:
Nicholas A,

Edwina B
& Jane G

Are you on our Service Rosters during December?
If you’re no longer available for your allocated slot,
please contact Nicola so that a sub can be arranged.

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist: Alan Peterson.

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

