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A message from Steve 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Duncan McD, as he returns to his ministry work; 

• Cathy H, who is home from rehab & doing well; 

• Those living in residential care & their loved ones; 

• Flood-affected communities & those facing 

uncertainty amid new evacuation orders.  Pray for 

safety, for those leading the disaster response &  

for chaplains & ministry agents caring for people  

on the ground; 

• Peace in Ukraine; 

• Those who are working for policies & budgets 

which support the flourishing of all people & all 

creation; & 

• Our communities to be places of welcome & 

inclusion for all people, as the Uniting Church 

celebrates all God’s people as beloved & made  

in the image of God. 
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Jillian Cranney 

Easter Services 
On 10 April, we will celebrate Palm Sunday with an 

intergenerational service, similar to the style of the 

Christmas Nativity Play. 

It will be our focus on Palm Sunday/Easter for the 

families of our congregation, because the Easter 

weekend falls in the middle of the school holidays. 

As such, we’d really love to see a big turnout and so 

we have decided to hold just the one Easter Sunday 

service at Gordon at 9.30am, even though it is the 

second Sunday of the month.   

Our regular pattern will resume on 24 April.   

The Good Friday service will be 9:30am at Pymble  

and Easter Day, 9:30am at Gordon. 

Steve Aynsley 
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Today in our service we celebrate Seniors’ Week and 

hear from three of our wonderful older members, 

Barbara C, Richard H, and Marj B.  We are aware that 

ageing can be a challenge, but what are the blessings of 

age?  This is the question I have put to our three 

speakers.  I had plenty of people to ask to contribute—

simply having so many capable and marvellous older 

members in our church community is a blessing for  

us all! 

As we mention Seniors’ Week it is opportune to thank 

Lesley B and her team for the wonderful offerings this 

week.  The Wrap With Love community knit-in day was 

very well attended, with busy needles and plenty of 

chat; the Craft and Mahjong Workshops entertained 

their guests; the Art Show had lots of wonderful items, 

and I’m predicting it went well on Friday!  Thank you to 

Lesley, all those who assisted, and everyone who 

attended. 

I had a good chat to Duncan McD during the week.   

He is preparing to return to his ministry, beginning at 

50% this Sunday, meaning he has been off for 6 

months!  He now reports he is 50kg lighter than he was 

when with us, following significant surgery and all the 

associated adjustments.  I don’t imagine life is the 

easiest for him but he was his normal positive, 

humorous self and asked me to send his well-wishes to 

GPUC folk. 

We look forward to next Sunday’s Palm Sunday service, 

with participation from children and young people 

from Messy Church and Friday Fun Connections.  

HOSANNA! 

Steve Aynsley 



WWL Knit-In 2022 
Last Monday’s Knit-In was a great celebration of  

the work of GPUC’s Wrap with Love group.   

With a magnificent display of wraps, a delicious 

morning tea and lots of groups chatting and knitting, 

a terrific time was had by all.  Our huge thanks to  

Flo B and Rosemary W and all their helpers, as well 

as to Pauline from Wrap With Love’s HQ.  

Seniors’ Week Events 
Seniors’ Week 2022 has proven to 

be a wonderful way to promote 

and grow our community.  

Participation was very strong this 

year, with nearly 100 people joining 

in.  Our sincere thanks go to 

everyone who helped us by 

volunteering in various capacities, 

to those who attended, and to 

those who contributed artwork for 

exhibition.  We’re extremely 

grateful—we couldn’t have  

done it without you! 



Social Golf Day 
11am sharp   Saturday, 9 April 

North Turramurra Golf Club 

Join us for another great day of golfing — everyone is 

very welcome.  Booking is essential.  We’ll stay in 

touch regarding any COVID restriction changes that 

may occur in the lead up to the day.  Please contact 

Peter B (via his Directory 

listing) ASAP, but no later 

than Friday, 1 April, to 

secure your spot and 

advise whether you’ll be 

playing 9 or 18 holes. 

Daylight Saving 
ends Sunday  

3 April 

Don’t forget 
to wind  

your clocks back! 

Friendship Circle Craft 
Hooray!  We’re back!  

Everyone’s welcome to 

come along and join us 

at Pymble on the first 

Monday of each month 

for a cuppa and a cosy 

chat while working on your current craft project.   

Our next meeting will be Monday 4 April from 

10:30am—12:30pm in the MacArthur Lounge. 

Would you like a name tag? 
Now that we are back worshipping together, you may 

like a new name tag so that it’s easier to greet those 

you may not have seen for some time.  If you’d like a 

name tag, please let us know and we’ll arrange one for 

you.  Email to info@gpuc.org.au and tell us your 

preferred name for the name tag. 

Worm Farming Workshop 
Monday 2 May,  11:00am—Noon 

Utilising your food scraps at home is a simple action 

you can take to help our local environment.  Around 

45% of waste in Ku-ring-gai’s red bins is food waste, 

which goes to landfill and rots to form harmful 

greenhouse gases.  Worm farms create ‘soil’, which 

can be added to pots and gardens to improve plant 

growth and helps plants resist disease.  GPUC’s 

Community Garden at Gordon has a worm farm if 

you’d like to have a look at one in action. 

Ku-ring-gai Council is hosting a free online workshop 

on Worm Farming, designed to help you create a 

successful worm farm suitable for unit and house 

situations.  The discussion will cover the various 

systems available, how to set them up, and how to 

prevent commonly encountered problems.  To book, 

please email wasteservices@krg.nsw.gov.au or call 

9424 0000.  Council is also currently offering a 40% 

discount (and free delivery) for purchases from their 

range of compost bins and worm farm systems. 

Local History Display 
19 April—19 May,  9:30am—5:00pm 

Ku-ring-gai Library will be presenting this free digital 

photograph display featuring historical images from 

the Library’s local history collection. 

The display will be available to view at all Ku-ring-gai 

Library branches as part of our municipality’s Heritage 

Festival.  In addition, Gordon Library will feature a 

“Cabinet of Curiosities” showcasing curious objects 

from the local history collection. 

mailto:info@gpuc.org.au


UnitingCare Australia Renews  

Calls for Long Term Reform 
In its response to the Federal Budget, UnitingCare 

Australia National Director, Claerwen Little, said we 

must not lose sight of tackling inequality. 

“UnitingCare Australia welcomes the range of 

measures that will provide cost of living relief.  We 

welcome the $1.3billion dollar investment in 

Women’s Safety, including extending the Escaping 

Violence Payment.  But we know that people are 

doing it really tough at the moment.   So whilst we 

welcome this short term relief, we urge the 

government to implement long term measures that 

will provide sustained support. 

“We acknowledge the additional 15,000 aged care 

training places but it’s not nearly enough to tackle the 

workforce shortages.  We remain deeply concerned 

about aged care wages and renew our calls for urgent 

action following the Fair Work Commission case. 

“We’re calling on the major parties to adopt our three 

point plan for a fairer future in the coming election: 

• National inquiry on stagnant incomes; 

• Superannuation on Parental Leave Payment; 

• Increase aged care wages. 

“We’re calling on decision makers to pay attention to 

inequality in our community and put in place 

structural solutions for structural problems so that 

every person can reach their full potential.” 

One of the most influential social sector organisations 

nationally, UnitingCare Australia’s network provides 

more than $5 billion in support services to more than 

1.4 million Australians every year.  It employs 50,000 

workers (with a further 30,000 volunteers) across 

1,600 sites nationally, making it one of Australia’s 

largest employers. 

UnitingCare provides services to children, young 

people and families, those with disabilities, older 

Australians, including residential and community care, 

child care, homelessness prevention and support, 

domestic violence and disability services—in urban, 

rural and remote areas. 

Further Devastation for  

Flood-affected Communities 
New flood warnings and evacuation orders are in place 

for several communities in northern NSW and 

southeast Queensland amid warnings of flash flooding, 

just four weeks after record floods forced thousands of 

people from their homes across the region.  Some 

areas in NSW saw a new weather system dump up to 

300mm in a day, closing recovery centres and opening 

new or reopening previous evacuation centres. 

Rev Dr Stephen Robinson, 

Coordinator of the Disaster 

Recovery Chaplaincy Network 

(DRCN)—an ecumenical 

ministry coordinated by the Uniting Church—said that 

though there are Chaplains deployed in the area, 

dangerous weather conditions had restricted access to 

evacuation centres. 

Speaking on Wednesday he said, “This flood crisis is 

now in its 37th day and with the current new 

inundation, has started the clock towards recovery all 

over again.  Locals, and those assisting, are exhausted, 

and it’s particularly difficult when they can’t see an end 

to this overwhelming rain.” 

Since the onset of the disaster last month, the DCRN 

has fielded 71 disaster recovery Chaplains from NSW 

and Victoria, with some deployed multiple times, while 

local chaplains continue to go on shift to support 

people in their own and nearby communities. 

Thanks to generous 

contributions from across the 

Uniting Church, more than 

$100,000 has now been raised 

through the Assembly’s National 

Disaster Relief Fund.  The Fund Committee is working 

closely with the President and Moderators of impacted 

Synods to determine how funds are distributed to 

support recovery in the immediate and long term. 

Lismore Uniting Church 



“If you’re going through hell, keep going.” 

Winston Churchill 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 

Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading to  

Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month 

(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).   

For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033    Passcode: 875628 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s  

Red Room.  The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month  

to explore life by reading a book in depth.   

The group will continue their discussion of 

“Wholehearted Faith”.   

Contact Heather McM for further details. 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• Physical distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for 

household members) must be observed at all times 

indoors. 

• Masks must be worn in common areas indoors but 

you may be mask-free in worship. 

• Singing is allowed with no masks.  However, we 

recognise some may be anxious about unmasked 

singing, so the back pews of the church will be 

reserved for those who wish to remain masked and 

who choose not to sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves and be triple-

vaccinated. 

• Registration for a service and QR-code check-in are 

not required, but visitors are asked to record their 

name and contact details so that all attendees can 

be notified if an attendee tests COVID-positive. 

A Shared Path’s latest issue is out now.  

It’s available to read online via our 

website and hard copies can be picked 

up from both Gordon and Pymble.   

If you’d like a hard copy posted out, 

please call either office, or email us via 

info@gpuc.org.au  

New Visual Arts Course 
GPUC is collaborating with TAFE to provide a free 

Introduction to Visual Arts 

course in Term 2.  This is a 

hands-on course designed 

for students to explore 

their creativity in a 

supported learning 

environment.  Students will learn about design 

fundamentals through practical projects using a variety 

of visual art mediums and techniques.  The course will 

run at Gordon on Wednesdays from 10am — 2pm for 8 

weeks, from 27 April — 15 June.  For more details, or to 

enrol, contact TAFE’s Bryony Gliddon on 9472 1524, or 

via bryony.gliddon@tafensw.edu.au  

Insights Autumn 2022 edition has now 

arrived.  Copies are available from both 

Gordon and Pymble.  If you’d like a copy 

posted out, please call either office,  or 

email us via info@gpuc.org.au  

Playgroups at Gordon 
Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am - 11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am - 1:30pm  

for a Mothers & Babies 

Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays  

with Nicola 

9:30am - 11:30am  

for regular Playgroup. 


