A Shared Path
"I honour the path each person is on. I believe that all of our prayer
paths lead to the Great Mystery, or Spirit, or God." - Mary Thunder
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Photo: Pastoral care takes many forms. Here’s one lovely example.
INSIDE: From the Minister’s Keyboard
Seniors Week Art Show
Farewell to Jeanie Atkinson
The Biggest Morning Tea
From Siberia to Australia
New TAFE Art Class
And much more

From the Editor’s Desk
Victoria Stankeeva is a new member of the Current Affairs
and Conversations Groups which meet on Friday mornings
as part of the Community Centre at Gordon.
Victoria is from Russia and her husband, Sasha, is from
Ukraine. Victoria
is a journalist who
works for SBS on
Russian
news
coverage. She and
Sasha have been assisting refugees who
have arrived in Australia from Ukraine
and joining protests against Putin’s
invasion.
On Friday 21st May, Victoria narrated her
life story for the Conversations Group. I
was so impressed that I asked her if she
would write her story for the magazine.
She graciously agreed and so her story
appears on page 20.
There has been a flurry of activity at GPUC in the last three months, including a
Seniors Week Art Show and a Knitting Workshop for Seniors Week, both organised
by Lesley Burt. A Farewell was arranged for Jeanie Atkinson who has been tutoring
the Community Centre Art Group for nine years. Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
both saw special acting by various participants. Sureka Goringe spoke at Gordon
about UnitingWorld’s work in Kiribati which we support. The third Men-U Mob
Lunch and the Biggest Morning Tea were both successfully held. A new TAFE art
class has begun and BBQ lunches are back on Fridays. And these are only some of
the activities covered in this issue of A Shared Path.
Some of our people, including Rev Steve, have contracted Covid in the past three
months. The need to be extremely careful about Covid remains. Some people have
the impression that the disease wave has passed. The reality is that the case numbers
are higher than they have ever been and so are death numbers.

Rev Paul Swadling
The deadline for contributions to the September edition is Friday 26th August.
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Community Games Afternoon, Sunday 15th May
When the picnic had to be postponed due to the weather, an entertaining substitute
was quickly suggested by Steve. And everyone had a great time.
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From the Minister’s Keyboard
When the way seems unclear
The Scripture lesson I taught this morning was based
on Jesus’ teaching about prayer. The children were
encouraged to confidently “ask, seek and knock”
when we need help, knowing that God is like a father,
wanting to give good gifts to his children. (Matthew 7:
7-11).
Part of the lesson was to provide a few scenarios that
10-year-olds might encounter and ask them to write a
prayer for a “good gift” that God would want to provide. This was steering them
away from seeing God as a genie or Santa figure. I was very impressed with the
insight and awareness many showed in their prayers.
As a congregation we too find ourselves in need of divine direction. We require the
gift of clarity on the way forward. We have recently learned that our grant
application was unsuccessful, primarily because we are seen as a well-resourced
congregation – and compared to other congregations, perhaps we are. But we are
faced with ‘what to do now?’ We feel deeply called to minister with the ‘first third
of life’ groups, but our resources don’t seem to be stretching far enough.
I note that Jesus’ teaching instructs
his followers to do three things. That
is, that asking, seeking and knocking
are all separate activities, not the
same thing.
We are invited to ASK – to pray, to
go to God laying our needs before
God in an attitude of trust and
dependence.
We are called to SEEK – which
suggests some activity on our part,
using our brains and resources to
find a solution.
And we are encouraged to KNOCK
– to test out some options and seek a response. Perhaps the grant funding is a door
that has now closed, and we need to “knock” elsewhere, exploring other options.
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So as a Congregation and Council we will need to review our current activities,
explore our options and ensure that our resources are best utilised in the areas of
greatest priority. We hope that our Life and Witness Consultation – just beginning
– might provide some helpful insights as the team come with fresh eyes and reflect
with us together.
The decision on the grant is something of a setback, but we move forward knowing
God is with us, and feeling called to continue on our path of ministering to the first
third of life (roughly people under 30-40). The challenge for us is to work out how
to resource this important ministry.
I urge you to continue to ask, seek and knock, trusting in the goodness and
faithfulness of God.

Rev Steve Aynsley
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GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open
community.
Minister of the Word

Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201
steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au

Church Council Chair
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Council Secretary

Brian Gill

Family Workers

Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633
Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981
Office Managers
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(02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au
Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.00 – 2.30pm, Tues, Wed,
Fri) (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES
Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship
services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each Sunday on
YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or Sonja and the
services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time afterwards.
WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH
While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be
joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 31 – 35.
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Seniors Week Art Show
On March 27th, in Seniors Week, Gordon Church was filled with wonderful works
of art produced by a wide range of people. Our thanks to Lesley Burt.
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Knitting Workshop in Seniors Week
On March 28th a Seniors Week knitting workshop filled the church at Gordon with
life and colour. Thanks again, Lesley.
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Morning Tea in Blue and Yellow
On March 27th, preparing morning tea for the Seniors Week Art Show, Val Maytom
chose significant colours for her cupcakes. Blue and yellow are the colours of the
Ukrainian flag and blue and yellow were the colours of Val’s cupcakes. A subtle
affirmation of Ukraine that did not go unnoticed.
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Farewell to Jeanie
Atkinson
After nine years as art tutor and mentor, Jeanie
Atkinson retired and on the 9th April she was
offered the thanks of grateful students and group
participants. Flowers, gifts, speeches and much
love filled the art room on the occasion. We’re
all going to miss you, Jeanie. Thank you.
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But wait… There’s more!
Congratulations to Jeanie Atkinson for winning First Prize in the 2022 Royal
Easter Show’s Non-functional Ceramics Class for her sculpture of Noah’s Ark.
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Palm Sunday
On Palm Sunday, Jesus fulfilled the words of the prophet by riding into Gordon
Church on the foal of a donkey where he entered the Temple and threw down the
tables of the money changers and the seats of the dove sellers. Doves flew across
the church. The whole town was excited. Jesus was challenged by Caiaphas, the
High Priest. The crowd held up signs of protest against the Romans. This was the
prelude to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.

Caiaphas was angered by children in his Temple. He complained that they were
making too much noise, didn’t have much money to spend and kept asking awkward
questions like “Why?” He complained that Jesus was teaching people that God loves
them just as they are.
Caiaphas complained that Jesus had
been healing people of their illnesses
and telling people that, if they want
to become special to God, they have
to become like little children.
He thought that if you want God to
love you, you have to be smart and
clever and know lots of stuff.
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This Psalm Sunday Service was enriched by young people from Friday Fun
Connections.
Cadence and James were readers and some beautiful singing was produced by
Annika who has a wonderful singing voice.

Discussion during the service was followed by a beautifully prepared morning tea
and the conversation continued to flow.
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Easter Sunday
On Easter Sunday, April 17th, three women went to Jesus’ tomb and found it empty.
Played by Kerry Blight, Heather McMaster and Janet Scott, these women had dared
to go to the tomb when the disciples were scared to do so. Their reward was the
startling revelation that Jesus was alive.
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Healthy Families and Safe Communities in
Kiribati
On Sunday 8th May, Sureka Goringe spoke at Gordon Church about the work of
UnitingWorld in Kiribati. Dr Goringe thanked our congregation for our support of
the project and provided an update of how the work of UnitingWorld in Kiribati is
progressing. She said the Kiribati Safe Families, Healthy Communities project has
gone through two phases.

In the first phase of the project, we worked with RAK (Reitan Aine ki Kamatu –
Women’s Fellowship of the Kiribati Uniting Church) to support the establishment
of raised vegetable garden beds through resources and training.
Kiribati women identified this as important for three main reasons:
1. Food security
With the increasing effects of climate change on their tiny islands growing food
had become more and more difficult. With the rising sea levels, the fresh water
table has become contaminated with salt water and is too brackish to grow most
crops. Also, this sea-level rise has seen king tides and tropical depressions cause
widespread regular flooding, damaging low level food crops.
2. Improved health
As a result of the limited availability of fresh foods, people turn to the imported
foods. These include a large diet of 2-minute noodles, excessively fatty cuts of
meat (often deemed unsuitable for human consumption in Australia) and
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preserved sugary foods (as they last the long sea journeys to Kiribati). All this is
resulting in national poor health and increased incidents of diabetes.

3. Increased usable income
If the families and communities can grow more of their own food, they will need
to spend less on the expensive, poorly nutritious imported food, thus releasing
more income into the family budget for school and medical fees.
During the training activities on gardening, composting and healthy cooking
(developed and conducted locally), conversations about healthy family and
marriage relationships and the protection of women, girls and children were
facilitated. The learning from these conversations highlighted specific community
needs for families in Kiribati and our partners have been sharing their insights with
us.
Gender-based violence is a huge issue in Kiribati and young girls are particularly
vulnerable. With Kiribati being so isolated, there is a steady flow of foreign ships
into the port bringing supplies. Among communities with little income and high
unemployment, young girls are vulnerable to trafficking.
We are currently in the early stages of the second phase of this project with RAK
and Kiribati Uniting Church (KUC), which currently consists of 2 main aspects:
1. Theological training and resourcing of Pacific Gender Equality Theology for
leaders across the church, women’s fellowship and youth groups. The aim is to shift
the patriarchal paradigm and equip the church and its leaders to be able to engage
effectively in conversations about gender, domestic violence, child abuse and
exploitation with families within their communities. Our partners
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have identified this as an important part of building safe families in Kiribati.
2. Evaluation of the ‘healthy communities’ aspect of the project.
We are working with our partners to identify the aspects of the garden phase that
worked well and the reasons why it was less successful in some locations. We
anticipate that after developing a better understanding of the factors that affect
project impact, we can move to build on the foundations of food security and
increasing people’s incomes, while recognising that it is both spiritual and physical
needs.

Gender Equality Theology workshop in Kiribati Feb 2019
As the theological training component of the project is the most active right now,
the Kiribati Safe Families, Healthy Communities project is now part of
the Pacific Partnering Women for Changeproject. We will post updates on both
aspects of the project as we gather information and take the learning forward with
our partners in Kiribati. Thank you to everyone who has supported this project!
Dr Goringe also delivered the sermon on this occasion, acknowledging divine
support for the whole work of UnitingWorld.
Photos from Kiribati by Natasha Holland, International Program Manager,
UnitingWorld Climate Change, Gender Equality
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The Biggest Morning Tea
On Monday 23rd May, Gordon
Pymble Church held what’s called
‘The Biggest Morning Tea’. A
fundraiser for the Cancer Council,
GPUC’s Biggest Morning Tea
attracted a plethora of delicious,
wonderfully edible morning tea
treats and a jolly good time was had
by all comers.
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A New Art Class
A new art class has begun at the Gordon site on Wednesday afternoons. Miriam, a
staff member of the TAFE Gardening Group which meets at Gordon on Fridays, is
also the tutor for this TAFE art class. The aim of the class is to introduce people to
the joy and expression of art.

BBQ Lunches are back on Fridays
Whoopee! One of the most hospitable and community forming elements of
Friday Community Centre gatherings is back in place. We are now allowed
to have a BBQ lunch together. Provided we’re careful!!

Thank you, Bruce and Rosemary ‘Watto’ for looking after us so well! And
thanks, Lesley, for the photos.
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From Siberia to Australia
By Victoria Stankeeva
I want to share with you my harrowing but true story. It started in a small Siberian
town called Chita. The population of Chita is about 300,000 people. Chita is
known for its tanks and flashy military parades. This is a subsidized region, utterly
dependent on Moscow's financial transfers to a remote region to support its needs.
By the way, many regions in Russia live according to this practice. Moreover, the
injustice of this situation lies in the fact that being practically the only region in
Russia where high-quality uranium is mined, all the money from this goes to the
Federal government. The same thing happens with gold mining. The area gets
nothing from the fact that mines are located here.
When I worked as a journalist on television, I visited a closed settlement of miners
and even went down into the mine and saw uranium. This once flourishing town
struck me. All the inhabitants told me that once they lived well, but then the state's
policy changed, and now the small town is gradually dying out.
But back to Chita. In my opinion, the most valuable thing in this city is the people.
Let me tell you my personal story, and you will have no doubts about it. When I
was eight years old and my sister was four years old, our mother died suddenly of
heart disease. She was then only 30 years old. Dad could not cope with this
misfortune, and a few years later, he committed suicide.
These were the complex years of the 1991-95 economic crisis in Russia. There was
a default in the country. People had no work and money, and many had nothing to
eat. It is difficult to imagine what the orphanages for orphans were like and where
they would send my sister and me in these challenging conditions.
Fortunately, this was not destined to
happen since my mother's sister took
us in. This would be nothing
surprising for Australia - here, many
relatives will gladly take children
under their care. But the situation
there was different. My aunt was a
kindergarten teacher. They were
simply not paid salaries for several
months. In addition to us, she had
three of her own children and an
abusive and alcoholic husband. He
Picture: Victoria and her Aunt Vera
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sold everything from the house that he could find and bought vodka with this
money. Imagine what that meant to us. However, this kind woman did everything
to bring us up with dignity and give us higher education.
I remember the scene when, in 1998, my graduation year, she went to a pawnshop
and pawned her gold ring. It was the only valuable thing she had. Of course, she
never repurchased it. On this day, she bought me a ticket to a big city so that I could
go there to study. I graduated from the Faculty of Journalism in 2003 with honours.
And my sister entered the law department and became a lawyer.
During my difficult childhood and student life, I met many good people. And I
always proudly say that I was born and raised in the Zabaikal region. However, in
our part, which covers an area of 431,500 km² and borders China and Mongolia,
there is another side to the coin. I want to tell you about it because it will allow you
to understand how people did what they did in Bucha and Irpen during the war in
Ukraine, which Putin started on February 24, 2022.
If you type the Zabaikal region or Chita into Google, you will most likely see
beautiful photos of wild rosemary - this plant is a symbol of this region.
Unfortunately, if you scroll below, you will see other signs of the city of Chita. For
example, a multi-tiered garbage dump that has been in the centre of Chita for many
decades.
While working on local television, I remember that we often made reports and
covered this problem, but the authorities always had the same answer: we do not
have money to clean up this dump. Years passed, and nothing changed; stray dogs
living in the city dump attacked people, homeless people died there, and children
became infected with diseases. However, the authorities' comments have always
been the same: we in the region do not have the money for this. Everything we earn,
we must send to Moscow.
Now imagine the unfortunate children who grew up next to this dump. Their parents
either drank or beat them. They did not see anything good in life and grew up with
the feeling that no one needs us. The state will never protect us. We were born near
this dump, and we will die here. Perhaps some of these children, despite such a
difficult situation, were able to escape from this hell and change their lives. Some
left, and some began to commit crimes and went to prison. For many of these
children, the only way to take advantage of the so-called "social lift" was to join the
army and stay there on a contract basis. And they did.
And now imagine that these people fall under the influence of powerful Russian
propaganda that tells them that the Nazis have taken over Ukraine. Lacking critical
thinking, they blindly believe it. They come to Ukrainian cities, where commanders
like them (but older) allow them to do whatever they want.
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So, we saw the result of their sense of impunity. In the cities near Kyiv, after the
retreat of the Russian army, hundreds of crimes were discovered - brutal murders
and torture of the local population, robberies, and rapes. Mass graves were found,
where hundreds of people were simply thrown and covered with earth. Many of
them had traces of a white rope on their wrists. People were tied up and killed
without giving them any chance of salvation.
At the same time, the Russian authorities said the whole thing was staged to blame
innocent Russian soldiers. The population of Russia believed them. Monstrous
figures in the few months since the beginning of the war show that Russian soldiers
were able to send home from Ukraine 540 tons of looted items - household
appliances, car parts, food and even children's clothing (link to the source of data
on the number of parcels: https://www. dw.com/ru/smi-voennye-rf-otpravili-58tonn-posylok-iz-gorodov-na-granice-s-ukrainoj/a-61942151). Yet people weren't
even convinced by the pictures of soldiers at the parcel receiving points.
To my great regret, the lists of soldiers who sent a record number of parcels from
Ukraine included my fellow citizens from the Zabaikal region. I cried and couldn't
believe it. But then I analysed who these people might have been and realized that
it was true.
And so, we gradually approached what
caused my departure from Russia ten
years ago. The reason was the same people. But other people, the exact
opposite of my aunt. These are cruel
people, people without principles and pity,
for whom the thirst for profit is the most
critical thing in life. Because of such
people, as you guessed, I left.
Australia was my first husband's dream. A
dream that I realised because I have
always been a doer in my life. We applied
for a student visa 573 to study at the
university for an IT Master's. And we got it.
I had a small business in Russia - a publishing house, which I sold, and this money
allowed us to pay for my studies at an Australian university. My husband
immediately got a job as a loader and mechanic of large trucks, and my daughter,
who was three years old, went to kindergarten.
Unfortunately, after a few years, our marriage fell apart, unable to withstand the
ordeal of immigration. After arriving in Australia, I got a job as a volunteer for
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Russian television, and here I met a company that needed a Russian journalist. This
company is called the Russian Relief Association. It was founded almost 70 years
ago by Russian immigrants, and they required an employee with experience in the
media. So, I got a 457 Working visa sponsored by them.
It took me seven long years to get my Australian residency and another two years
to get my Australian citizenship. But I am happy that at the age of 30, I decided to
go this way.
After all, now I am not only an honest citizen of Australia who loves and respects
this country, honours its laws and regularly pays taxes, but also a happy wife and
mother of two children. One of whom was born in Australia.
I met my second husband, Sasha, in the
Australian Russian theatre. We acted in
plays together. Once I was even lucky to
play the role of Nina Zarechnaya in
Chekhov's play "The Seagull".
Unfortunately, the director of our theatre,
who taught us according to the Stanislavsky
method, returned to Russia, and now the
activities of the Australian Russian theatre
have been suspended. This also happened
due to the split of the Russian-speaking
community in Australia after the war started.
Some people, including Sasha and me, sided
with Ukraine. And the other part, unfortunately, came out with support for the Putin
regime.
In February, the aggression of these people at the beginning of the war was extreme.
Our family was threatened because my husband is from Ukraine. We were forced
to call the police. Fortunately, Gordon police officers arrived at night and drew up
a report, warning the attackers about the punishment.
I also reported this incident to my manager at SBS, where I work. The management
fully supported me and even offered to have me escorted home with security and a
special navigation device. But after the warning from the police, the attacks and
threats stopped.
I have been working as a producer at SBS Russian for two years now, delighted
with my position. After the Russian military invasion of Ukraine began, we covered
the events in Ukraine. We tried to do our best to support Russian Australians who,
like me, feel the strongest shame for their homeland, which attacked a neighbouring
state.
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3rd Men-U Mob Lunch
The third men’s lunch was held at Killara Golf Club on Thursday 19 th May.
Everyone had a great time. All men are welcome at these lunches.

The next Men-U Mob Lunch will
be held on Thursday 21st July at
Killara Golf Club when Rick
Barnes of Blue Moon fame will
talk about his recent adventure.

We would love to see you at the
next lunch. Just contact Andrew
Cripwell or the Editor (see p. 33).
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KU-RING-GAI INTER-CHURCH
COMMITTEE
This report on the 2022 World Day of Prayer service, and news of the Ku-ring-gai
Inter-Church Committee was prepared by Ann Powell and Catherine Halsall of St
Swithun’s Anglican Church
Sadly, due to the ongoing COVID pandemic, the Ku-ring-gai Inter-Church
Committee has not been meeting regularly. The faithful members
are all of a
very vulnerable age and unable to set up a ZOOM facility. However, the ladies
have been in touch and some have met informally on occasion. We all continue in
prayer for a united Christian presence in our community.
On Friday, 4 March we had great support for the World Day of Prayer, this
time held at the St Ives Baptist Church, graciously hosted by the Minister, the
Reverend Beth Jackson. The majority of the Committee were in attendance and each
denomination took part in the Service. This year the order of service was prepared
by the women of England, Ireland and Wales. Every part of the Service was
uplifting and a prayer for the people of Ukraine at this time was also read. A light
luncheon enriched our fellowship. At both days we were blessed with speakers of
expertise who were able to open our hearts and minds to the needs of our prayer
recipients.
Some of our members attended the final Service for the Pymble Chapel on
27 February. The very few faithful members left will be looking to join the
fellowship at one of the other local churches and will surely be welcomed.
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At the end of 2021 we were all saddened at the death of the Reverend Steve
North from St Ives Presbyterian Church who has been a wonderful pastor and
teacher to his congregation. The Reverend Samuel Yoon Choi is a Korean
Presbyterian Minister who has been working with Steve and is presently completing
further study to take up the shepherding of this congregation. This month St
Swithun’s Anglican Church is welcoming a new Rector, the Reverend Stuart
Holman. The Committee is already planning to host an informal clergy lunch midyear to welcome these two men and to encourage all the leaders of other
congregations in our area in their challenging work. We feel that such a gathering
would give impetus to our small but enthusiastic committee.
We look forward to a future of continuing fellowship with the hope of some
younger participants joining the group.
The churches of the Ku-ring-gai Inter-Church Committee include St Swithun’s
Anglican Church, Pymble, St John’s Anglican Church, Gordon, St Ives Baptist
Church, Corpus Christi Catholic Parish, Pymble Catholic Parish, St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, St Ives, St Ives Uniting Church and Gordon-Pymble Uniting.
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St Ives Baptist Church

New Solar Battery at Pymble
This is our new solar battery at
Pymble. A big thank you to the
powering communities program
for part funding of the battery and
to Lesley Burt for organising its
acquisition and installation.
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The Story of Pymble Chapel
A huge thank you to Richie Dulin for this beautiful story of Pymble Chapel.
Cast your mind back to the 70’s.
Does anyone remember them? No,
not the 1970’s – the 1870’s.
That’s when the story of Pymble
Chapel began.
Pymble Chapel, then called Lane
Cove Wesleyan Methodist
Chapel, had its first service on the
26th of January 1879. It replaced
an earlier chapel on what are now
the grounds of Ravenswood School.
Back then, you could walk to the Chapel along the dusty Stony Creek Road (the
road which we know as Mona Vale Road), or you could ride your horse there, and
park it in the empty paddock across the road.
It prospered as a small, local church. In the early
part of the 20th century, a Sunday School Hall was
built, in much the same style as the Chapel, but of
brick rather than sandstone. It prospered, as most
churches did, keeping going through the two world
wars, the depression, and it wasn’t until the postWWII boom that things started to change a bit –
because nearby St Ives was being opened up –
small farms were being subdivided into suburban
lots, and what was now called Pymble Methodist
church was stuck between the established railway
centre of Gordon, and the new locale of St Ives.
The development of Mona Vale road into a six lane
highway involved lowering the road, effectively
hiding the Chapel from the main road, cutting the
Chapel off from Church Street Pymble, and making access to the Chapel more
difficult.
With the opening of St Ives Methodist church, it was thought that the chapel’s
historic bell would attract more worshippers in developing St Ives rather than the
surrounds of Pymble Chapel, so it was moved to the new church.
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When Union came in 1977, the St Ives Methodists and Presbyterians amalgamated
as the Uniting Church to the larger and more modern Presbyterian site, and the
Methodist church, along with the bell, was mothballed. At that time, Pymble
Methodist church couldn’t adopt the name Pymble Uniting Church, because that
name was claimed by the larger church on the highway, so the ‘Pymble Chapel’
name was adopted.
A bit later, the West
Pymble Uniting Church,
which was formerly a
Congregational Church,
closed, and most of that
congregation’s members
chose to join the Pymble
Chapel Congregation. To
the Chapel’s benefit, they
brought their organ with
them.
Like most other local churches, the 1970’s and early 80’s was the heyday. Church
services were packed, and Sunday school was overflowing. But, like most other
churches, that soon changed, and numbers fell away. Ministry changed from full
time to part time. Later on, part time ministry ceased, with services being led by a
roster of retired ministers and lay preachers, under the pastoral oversight of the
minister at Pymble Uniting.
The congregation remained small, and was mostly older people, and there were
ongoing concerns about their long-term viability. As we planned the 140th
anniversary service, we wondered if that wouldn’t mark the end of the Chapel.
The St Ives congregation generously agreed to loan the historic bell back to the
chapel for the anniversary year. The 140th anniversary service in 2019 was a
great celebration and it raised spirits.
Following the amalgamation of Gordon and Pymble Uniting churches, the Chapel
lost its ‘linked minister’, but with our core group of four lay preachers and retired
ministers preaching regularly, along with visits from our local school chaplains
and a few others, allowed worship to continue and even flourish.
The congregation’s numbers had been stable, but they were still tenuous. We had a
few key losses, as people ceased to be able to attend or take active roles, and the
first round of Covid caused a few people to drift away. About a year ago, the
congregation had a serious discussion about its future, and resolved to carry on,
but keep praying about the future… but by December 2021, the congregation,
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after much prayerful discussion and consideration of options, decided that the
faithful thing to do would be to wind up.

And so we gathered, with our family and friends, blessed by the timely easing of
Covid regulations, at the end of last month (27th February 2022), to worship as a
congregation for the last time at Pymble Chapel. The bell rang out for the last
time. The place rang with songs of praise. We gave thanks to God for all that had
been done at and through the chapel. In the words of the hymn sung at the end of
each service at Pymble Chapel – “we'll praise Him for all that is past, and trust
Him for all that's to come”.
Richie Dulin
12th March 2022
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The Continuing Threat of Covid 19
Have we been too lax about the threat of Covid? We have been given the impression
that Covid is not as dangerous as it has been. This idea has, at least partly, been
spread because we are told vaccinations have kept us safer. However, the data below
shows a continuing increase in cases and their impact. Please take all precautions to
ensure that you and your family stay safe.
The data below is provided by Covid Live. For updated information, enter
https://covidlive.com.au/ in your browser.
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What’s on at Gordon Pymble UC?
Playgroups for Children @ Gordon
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9.30-11.30.

Baby Playgroup 11.30pm – 1.00pm, Mondays
Baby Bookclub 11.30pm – 1.00pm, Wednesdays
Please register (info@gpuc.org.au) as our numbers are limited due to Covid
restrictions.
All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are welcome. 2022 fees $7 casual
rate for one child or one session per week or $10 casual rate for two children. Call
Nicola Robinson on 0417 496 390 or Courtney Heyden on 0402 644 633.

Bible Study Group @ Gordon
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We use
With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for our
studies. New members are very welcome. For more information,
please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107.

Book Club @ Gordon
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month
at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45
Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome.
For more information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498
8702.

The Luncheon Group
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday of
every month at a member’s home. Everyone is
welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the
hospitality of the group and discussion of the
members. We often have an interesting speaker. If
you would like to join us, please phone Janet –
9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.
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Messy Church @ Gordon
Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first Saturday of
each month, Messy Church caters for families with
young children. However, everyone is welcome.
We are looking for volunteers who can go on a
roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook a
meal, help set up and/or clear away, prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you
would like to help. Phone 0417496390 or email nicola@guc.org.au.

Coffee Connections
In recess until 2022 when you will be welcome in the
Marshall Hall at Pymble. Coffee Connections includes
an interesting talk & a ‘Think Link’ prepared by Rev
Steve Aynsley. We don’t talk religion or politics, but
almost anything else goes.
10:30am Think Link; 10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15
-12 noon Speaker

Book Club @ Pymble
Meeting on the first Monday of each month
at 8pm, this is a gathering of wonderful
women around a book – usually a
contemporary novel or a biography. The
meetings are held in members’ homes. For
further info, contact Linda on 9983 9341.

Friendship Circle
The Friendship Circle will return next year.
The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who arrange
interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on the 3 rd
Monday of the month at 10.15am.
All women are welcome.
For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604.
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Stitching Group
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and chat.
This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon Church.
Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth on 9888
2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com.

Heart and Mind
This is a monthly discussion group that explores life by
reading a book in depth and using it as a basis for
conversation. Meeting the third Sunday of each month at
6pm in a local home, this group has a variety of ages. Contact
Heather on 9449 7810.

Golf Days
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range of
people from the church and beyond enjoy a round of
golf. From hackers to the experienced, our focus is
on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve never
scored a hole in one, you’re still welcome! For
further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.

Tuesday Conversations
We meet weekly during the school terms at 6:30 pm for a
shared meal and 7:30 pm for a discussion. The discussion
focuses on exploring faith in our contemporary world.
Contact Nicola 9498 6729.

PUnCH
Discussions are led by Steve Aynsley on the
second and fourth Sundays of the month at 6 pm.
Exploring life and faith for the 50-something + age
group.
For details please call Steve on 0427 006 201.
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Friday Fun Connections
At 6.30pm from Friday 21st January.
You don’t have to have kids—FFC is for all
ages—come along and be part of the buzz!
Hall of Games: All games will be in the Hall. Our
kick off group activity will involve your listening
skills.
Project Red Room: We’ll have activities to assist
a cause of the day.
Yellow Room: We’ll continue to have some craft or mindfulness activities and
facilitate interesting discussions relating to parenting, families and relationships.
We’re also looking to arrange speakers on mental health, social/media technology
and transitioning into high school.
Courtyard: Join us from 6:30pm for delicious hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the
over 18’s!) a glass of wine. $10pp includes food and refreshments— please book
in advance via our website.

Men-U Mob meets July 21st

The fourth meeting of our new Men’s Lunch Group (Men-U Mob) will be held at
the Killara Golf Club on 21st July at 12.30pm.
Rick Barnes of Blue Moon fame will talk about his recent adventure.
All men are warmly invited. Please book in with the Editor on 0418 964044 or
swaddlerpaul@gmail.com or with Andrew Cripwell on 0412 467377 or
andrewcripwell@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Community Centre @ Gordon

2022 FRIDAY PROGRAMS
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting,
Computers and iPads, Mahjong (returning soon), Wrap with Love, Step by Step
Walking, BBQ Lunch and more… at Gordon Uniting, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon.
We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make the
Community Centre at Gordon such a terrific place of companionship, achievement,
ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you!

Term 3: Friday 22nd July to Friday 23rd September
Why not invite some friends to join us? Everyone is welcome.
Enquiries: Lesley Burt – 9498 6729 or lesley@gpuc.org.au
Website: www.guc.org.au
Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you
any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙

Enrolment Fees for Term 3
Enrolments for Term 1: 9 am - 11 am on Friday, 29 October.
All Classes & Groups: $60 for one or more classes
Casual Rate for all classes: $8 per week
Special rate for 2 people from same household: $90 per term
Morning tea or coffee is available each Friday from 10.00 am. It would be
appreciated if you would order for the whole term, please.
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