New Beginnings
Newsletter
NAIDOC Week 2022
As we enter NAIDOC Week this Sunday,
the Uniting Church joins with the Uniting
Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) in
celebrating Australia’s First Peoples and their place at
the heart of our nation and our church. This year’s
theme is Get Up! Stand up! Show Up!
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Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church
Sunday 3 July 2022

A Message from Steve
The challenge of working with young people and
families was well displayed last week. Despite
significant efforts lately numbers have been fairly low at
Messy Church. But, by Thursday night, nearly 50 people
had booked to attend our special robotics workshop
Messy event.
Whether it was the theme, the fact that it is school
holidays, or something else, we will endeavour to find
out(!) but it just shows the unpredictability of working
with busy families in our current context. Well done
Nicola and Courtney for your continued amazing efforts!
A word about core values… Values, of course, are
important for any group or organisation.

Thoughts & Prayers
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Pray for
Ken D, who is at the San & recovering well;
Flo & David B’s family, coming to terms with the
loss of sister-in-law Alison F, of Wauchope;
Our Messy Church & FFC families;
Church Council & all those volunteering within our
GPUC community—we give thanks for their time &
wisdom;
Those venturing out on travels during the school
holidays, may they keep safe;
Students struggling with mental health issues;
Those in our community who are housebound by
the current cold, wet weather & those isolating as
they recuperate from illness; &
First Peoples in Australia. We give thanks for their
achievements, their resilience, their spirituality &
culture. May we all have the courage to “Get up,
stand up, show up” for genuine reconciliation.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Jillian Cranney

While they may be largely unseen or taken for granted,
a considered list of core values remind us as a church
about what is important to us and so act as a test for
any crazy new ideas. Is this new proposal consistent
with our values? Are we making decisions and acting
according to well-considered values? Perhaps the
greatest benefit will be in the thoughtful development
of what goes in our value list.
Have a look elsewhere in this Newsletter for a further
easing of Covid-safety measures around the church.
Mandatory density limits have now concluded, meaning
we will shortly get back to having combined services at
the Pymble site.
We still require masks in common areas but they are
optional once inside the church. (Masks in common
areas respect those who choose to wear them all the
time.)
The rear of the church is reserved for those who choose
to wear masks and elect not to sing. Thank you Brian G
for all your ongoing advice to Church Council about our
Covid response.

Food
Donations
Last Thursday we delivered another big load of food to
Lifeline. It was greatly appreciated as they are having
difficulty keeping up with the demand this winter.
We’re trying to have enough food donations to
maintain a pattern of deliveries to Lifeline one week
and Exodus the next.
A special thanks to everyone for responding so
generously to our call for long life milk last week.
If it’s difficult for you to bring food to the boxes at our
Church offices, a cash donation is also very helpful as it
allows us to buy what’s most needed that week. Please
see Wendy W or Andrew C for any assistance.

Mandarin Farm Outing
Save the date—Wednesday 13 July—our ever-popular
outing to Watkins’ mandarin farm at Wiseman’s Ferry
is back! If you’d like to join us, but don’t fancy driving,
please get in touch with Lesley on 0480 223 981 asap,
as she’s exploring whether to hire a mini-bus.

Phone Text
Scam Alert!

A Trip to Bathurst
Under the banner of
MADOW, on Tuesday 21
June, Bruce and I drove a
carload of donated blankets,
quilts and sleeping bags out
to help Bathurst Uniting
Support Services, the group that Julie Fry (Greig) works
with in the Uniting Church at Bathurst, which offers
kindness and care to local people in need.
What an eye-opener that operation is! We were shown
over the Church and attached facilities—it’s a beautiful
large old Methodist church, probably half as big again
as our Gordon church.
Down in the basement they’ve built a bathroom which is
opened certain hours of the day for people who need to
shower; there’s also a “café” where meals (which have
been cooked elsewhere by volunteers and stored there)
are reheated in microwaves and served several days a
week, or given out as take-away meals.
There was a group of some 8 or 10 people taking part in
a therapy session, I gather similar to AA, while we were
in the area. I also had an opportunity to talk to Marg,
the volunteer who does all the shopping for the meal
preparation, which is quite a task to take on!

Beware of a new phone
text scam claiming to
offer a free Covid test kit.
If you receive this text, please do not open any links—
block the sender and delete the text.

While we were helping Julie move all the bags of
blankets etc. up to the storeroom, another delivery of
some 30 or more donated coats appeared, which had
been cleaned by one of the Dry Cleaners (gratis), ready
to be handed out as needed.

The scam text message reads: “You have been in
recent contact with a person who is positive for COVID19. Please order a free test kit via [malicious link].”

I understand that they also have been running cooking
lessons for those who need it, using electric frypans,
which are given to the attendees if they come to all four
lessons—apparently that’s on hold at the moment,
though Julie had said earlier to me that they’re also
happy to be given working frypans for that use.

If opened, the malicious link takes you to a fake
Australian Government or Medicare site designed to
steal personal information and bank account details.
Genuine Services Australia agencies may send text
messages to inform or remind you of appointments,
but these messages will never include any links. As a
general safety rule, Services Australia urges you to not
click on any links within any text messages.
If you know someone who may have opened a link or
provided any personal information on these sites,
please contact the Scams and Identity Theft Helpdesk
on 1800 941 126.

Friday Community Centre
Community Centre’s Friday program will be
in recess during the school holidays.
Activities will recommence on Friday 22 July.

We hope that in the not-too-distant future, Julie will be
able to come to Sydney and talk to us (at a Sunday
Service and to those at the Friday Community Centre) of
this work in Bathurst with the less fortunate.”
Rosemary W.
Read more about BUSS’ work at https://
www.bathurstunitingchurch.com.au/team/buss/
Since the trip, MADOW has received a letter from
Bathurst Uniting Support Services sending sincere
thanks for this very generous donation, which will
enable the team to provide warm bedding for homeless
people, vital in the bitter Bathurst winter.
A huge job well done, Rosemary and Bruce. Thank you!

Guess who’s
turning 100 on 14 July?
She still attends Church every Sunday, does her
own shopping and cooking, goes to her Club in the
City, participates in the Anzac Day March (Land
Army Girl) and is always delightful company!

She’s our Barbara C!
To help celebrate Barbara’s amazing milestone,
we have plans for Sunday 10 July—
Cake and Candles at Pymble Church after the
11:00am service, followed by lunch at
The Roseville Club (64 Pacific Highway, Roseville)
from 1:00pm.
Everyone is welcome—please contact
Di W or Lorraine C via their Directory listings if
you’d like to join in these celebrations.

Our last Games Afternoon was such a hit, we’re planning
another one! On Sunday 24 July morning worship will be
at Pymble only at 11am, followed by a warm and
wonderful lunch, then a wide variety of board games
suitable for all ages and abilities. We’d love some
volunteers to help on the day, either with lunch or the
games—please contact Nicola, Lesley, Pru T or Sue Co
if you’d like to be involved.

Friendship Circle Craft
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first
Monday of each month for a cuppa and a cosy chat
while working on your current craft
project. Our next meeting will be on
Monday 4 July from 10:30am—
12:30pm in the MacArthur Lounge.

Social Golf Day
10:31am sharp, Saturday 16 July 2022
North Turramurra Golf Club
(Bobbin Head Rd, North Turramurra)
Join us for another great day of golfing—everyone is
very welcome. Booking is essential.
We’ll stay in touch regarding any
COVID restriction changes that may
occur in the lead up to the day.
Please contact Peter B (via his
Directory listing) no later than
Friday 8 July to secure your spot and
advise whether you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes.

Next Men-U Mob Lunch
The fourth meeting of our great new social Men’s
Lunch Group, is coming up soon at Killara Golf Club on
Thursday 21 July, from 12:30pm.
Rick Barnes of Blue Moon fame—engineer, church
member, rower extraordinaire—will be attending our
Men-U Mob lunch to share with us something of his
epic kayak adventure.
All men are warmly invited and we look forward to
seeing you there! Please book in with Andrew C or
Paul S, contactable via their Directory listings.

A group from GPUC are interested to attend the Soul
Care Conference at Wesley Mission, Sydney. This
conference promises to energise, inspire and equip us
to bring transformative pastoral care to our church and
community. Soul Care is on 31 August—2 September,
with both in-person and virtual ticket options available.
If you are interested, please let Nicola or Sue Co know.

Playgroup Holiday Program
We will be running a reduced Playgroup schedule
during the school holidays.
Our two 9:30am—11:30am
sessions will be on:
Tuesday 5 July &
Wednesday 13 July
Fees: $7 per class, or
$10 for two or more children.
Playgroup families are very welcome
to join our GPUC outing to the
Watkins’ mandarin farm on 13 July.

Disability Aids Giveaway
We have some donated disability aids at Pymble that we’d
love to give away to anyone who needs them. There’s a
compact shower seat with arms, an
over-toilet frame with arms, and a
walker/carry cart.
Please contact Pam S or Margo L via
their Directory listings if you’re
interested in any of these items. At Gordon, Lesley B also
has a walker that needs a new home, so give her a call if you
know someone who needs one.

Can you help?
We’re looking for a volunteer to take over the role of
cleaning the air conditioning filters at the Gordon
Highway Centre. After many years of performing this
task for us, David Co is ready to pass the baton to a new
volunteer.
This task keeps our air conditioners running and reduces
the need for expensive technician call-outs and
servicing. The work is not onerous, but does require
using a ladder. It can be undertaken at a time to suit
you. The filters are cleaned twice per year, taking less
than two hours each time. Training will be provided!
If you think you may be able to help us, please get in
touch with David Co for more details, or Lyn McL of the
Business Team.
A Shared Path’s June issue is out now.
It’s available to read online via our
website and printed copies are at
Gordon and Pymble.
If you’d like a printed copy posted out,
please call or email either office.

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month
(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).
For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033 Passcode: 875628
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month,
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
The group will continue their discussion of
“Wholehearted Faith”.
Contact Heather McM for further details.
Tuesday Conversations
Is in recess for the school holidays.
Weekly meetings resume 19 July,
from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s Red Room.
The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• In common areas indoors, face masks must be

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing
(of 1.5m apart, except for household members)
must be observed at all times.
• In church, face masks and physical distancing are

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the
marked back pews reserved for those who wish to
remain masked, observe physical distancing and
not sing.
• For communion, the elements will be handed to

seated congregants, and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves and be triple
vaccinated.
• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that
servers must be masked.
• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact

details so that all attendees can be notified if an
attendee tests COVID-positive.

