
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Victoria Liu 

A Message from Steve 

Upcoming Events for Your Calendar! 
16 September  FFC’s Ukraine Culture Night Fundraiser 

20 October  Carers’ Pamper Day 

30 October  Stir Up Sundays begin 

20 November  Jacaranda Concert 
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Playgroups at Gordon 
Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am—11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am—1:30pm for a  

Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays  

with Nicola 

9:30am—11:30am for regular Playgroup,  

then 2:00—3:00pm Wednesdays for Baby Book Club. 

Fees:  $7 per class, ($10 for two or more children);  

or $50 for the full term. 

On Monday a small group gathered to discuss the 

pastoral care offered at our church.  All churches focus 

on care as a natural part of the outworking of their faith, 

so it was good to hear many stories of the loving care 

that occurs, naturally and informally across the 

congregation.  We were also concerned that it is easy 

for some people to “fall through the cracks”, and so we 

continue to look for ways to improve our care network.  

I would highlight a few things that the group discussed:  

• Pastoral care belongs to us all.  You don’t need to be 

part of a ‘team’ to keep an eye out for those needing 

support. 

• It’s the little things.  A thoughtful phone call or card 

sent does wonders for the soul when we are unwell 

or experiencing a difficult time. 

• Let us know.  Sometimes the church doesn’t hear 

when people are in hospital or crisis.  Of course, it is 

up to you, but we’d love to know if there are ways we 

can support you. 

• We seek to cover everyone.  That is, we try to keep a 

caring eye on people through our groups and by 

appointing volunteers to maintain contact. 

• Let the love flow.  We are trying to extend our care to 

anyone in the wider community who comes to our 

groups or activities. 

Giving and receiving, pastoral care is a normal part of 

church life. 

There will be a further, wider gathering of those 

involved in pastoral care on 11 October, but for now,  

we thank those who act intentionally to care for those 

around them, and so make our church a community  

of care. 

Steve Aynsley 

We send our love and prayers to Ailsa Reichardt and 

family following Alf’s death last Friday night, 19 August.  

Alf, a longtime member at Gordon Church, had been 

deteriorating slowly, but was in comfortable surrounds 

at UPA Wahroonga.  The funeral service will be held at 

Gordon Church on Monday, 5 September, at 11:00am, 

followed by refreshments in the hall.  



Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Ailsa Reichardt & family as they plan Alf’s funeral; 

• Barry Colvin, who has returned to hospital after 
only a short time at home; 

• Robanne Howie, as she recovers from a bout of 
pneumonia; 

• Jane Simpson, who is rehabbing after a knee 
replacement; 

• Richie Dulin, as he begins his service as Pastor at 
St Ives UC; & 

• Those from the Uniting Church preparing to  
take part in the World Council of Churches  
11th Assembly. 

We give thanks for 

• All those involved in the care of our church 
community. 

Luncheon Group Returns! 
We look forward to the Luncheon Group meeting 

together once again—it’s been quite some time now 

following the impact of Covid on our regular gatherings. 

You are warmly invited to come on 

Thursday 8 September, at 12 noon,  

to the home of Judy Elmslie in Gordon 

(see her Directory listing), when we 

will be delighted to welcome Rick 

Barnes who will speak to us about his 

plans for his next sea trip on Blue 

Moon to New Zealand. 

Bring your own sandwich or your lunch choice, and we 

will provide tea, coffee and cake.  Please let Judy know  

if you’re planning to come.  If you haven’t been to one of 

our Luncheon Group gatherings before, we can assure 

you of a warm welcome. 

Worship timetable  

for the coming weeks 
September services all 9:30am at Pymble 

October services all 9:30am at Gordon 

Next Messy Church 
Saturday 3 September 

4:30—6:30pm 

At our next Messy we will be exploring the story of the 

wise and foolish builders found in Matthew 7:24-27.  

Our faith is not all about words—it’s putting Jesus’ 

teaching into action, it’s like a person who builds a 

house on solid rock.  Though the 

rain comes in torrents and the 

winds beat against the house,  

it won’t collapse because it is built  

on bedrock.   

But anyone who doesn’t put Jesus’ teaching into 

action is foolish, like a person who builds a house on 

sand.  When the rain and floods come and the winds 

beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty 

crash.  Join us to ‘build’ a house together.  Hopefully 

one that will not collapse! 

Next Men-U Mob Lunch 
The next meeting of our great new social Men’s Lunch 

Group, is coming up soon at Killara Golf Club on 

Thursday 15 September, from 12:30pm. 

All men are warmly invited  

and we look forward to seeing 

you there!  Please book in  

with Andrew Cripwell or  

Paul Swadling, contactable via 

their Directory listings. 

More Rugs for Wrap With Love 
This week our Coffee’n’Chat group successfully prepared 

a batch of 26 gorgeous rugs for collection by a delighted 

representative from Wrapped with Love (WWL). 

Our church, wider community and Ravenswood girls all 

contribute squares to the project.  Flo Brawn 

dedicatedly sews 28 squares together to form a rug, 

crochets a border, and completes it with a WWL label. 

The feedback from WWL Head Office is that they love 

getting our rugs, as they’re always perfectly finished and 

ready to distribute immediately!  Our latest batch of 

rugs will be shared between the needy in Syria and 

disadvantaged youth within Australia.  WWL send a big 

thank you for all the work we do for the program. 

WWL deals with over 40 non-denominational and non-

political aid agencies both nationally and internationally 

to distribute the rugs to those in greatest need. 



Friday Fun Connections 
We had a fabulous time last 

Friday night when our FFC 

families and kind volunteers 

helped pack 12 boxes filled 

with joy for project 

Operation Christmas Child. 

We packed plenty of school 

supplies and toys, but found 

ourselves a bit light on for 

new t-shirts, especially in 

sizes for children aged for 2-4 years and 5-9 years.   

If you’re able to help us out by donating some new  

t-shirts, that would be 

wonderful.  Or, if you 

would like to donate 

$10, we can put it 

towards t-shirts, 

shipping and other 

project costs 

associated with each 

shoebox.  Your help in any form will be very much 

appreciated.  Most importantly, join us in prayer for 

the children who will receive our shoebox gifts, that 

they will be open to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and feel 

the joy most children experience at Christmas.  Thank 

you and well done to our wonderful GPUC community. 

Ukraine Culture Night Fundraiser 
Join our FFC families for our Ukraine Fundraiser Event on  

Friday, 16 September.  Tables are selling out fast!  We’re 

arranging 10 tables of 6 for an evening of Ukrainian food 

and music.  The children will also be writing some cards 

to send to families in the Ukraine.  Please register online 

and pop into the office to pay in advance to secure your 

spot.  All funds raised will go to the Ukraine Crisis Appeal, 

run by the Australian Federation of Ukrainian 

Organisations, partnered with Rotary Australia World 

Community Services. 

Social Golf Day 
6:30am sharp, Saturday 24 September 2022 

Gordon Golf Club, 2 Lynn Ridge Ave, Gordon 

Join us for another great day of golfing—everyone is 

very welcome.  Booking is essential.  Please contact 

Peter Barnes (via his Directory 

listing) ASAP but no later than 

Friday 16 September to secure 

your spot and advise whether 

you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

Notice of Congregation Meeting 
A meeting of the congregation will be held on  

Sunday, 4 September 2022 following morning worship 

at Pymble. 

At the meeting, there will be the opportunity to  

(1) approve application being made for a minister to 

replace Steve, (2) approve an updated Congregation 

Profile, (3) be informed of the proposed Position 

Description for the Minister, (4) appoint representatives 

to the Joint Nominating Committee, and (5) receive an 

update on our property options. 

We realise it’s Father’s Day!  But we hope you will be 

able to commit some time to attend this important 

meeting.  Copies of the Profile and Position Description 

will be available online and at both sites. 

Champion Granddaughter! 
Congratulations  

to Flo and David 

Brawn’s athletic 

granddaughter, 

Phoebe Cridland, 

who has just won 

Australia’s long 

distance cross 

country skiing 

championship!   

Phoebe will be 

heading off to Norway soon to pursue further training. 



Why Buy When You Can Borrow? 
We’ve just heard about a terrific service available at 

The Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability in Waverton.  

It’s called “The Sydney Library of Things” and is like a 

normal library, but with all manner of things available 

instead of books! 

The Sydney Library of Things is a not-for-profit service 

that provides the local community with access to a 

collection of extremely useful (but only occasionally 

used) items that can be borrowed for short periods of 

time.  They hope that encouraging people to borrow 

instead of buying and donating not throwing away 

their unwanted items, they can help to reduce landfill 

and form a more connected, sustainable community. 

Objects available range from tools, gardening 

equipment, kitchen gadgets, sporting and camping 

gear, to toys and games.  Check them out next time 

you need something, or would like to donate an item 

you no longer need, they’re open every Saturday from 

9:00am to midday.  To read more, visit https://

thesydneylibraryofthings.org.au/ 

Disability Aid Available 
We’ve one last disability aid left to give away—

it’s an all-purpose carry cart that could be 

handy for laundry, groceries or in the garden.   

If you’re interested, please contact  

Margo Lowder or Pam Stewart via their Directory listings. 

Art Tutor Needed 
Our Friday morning Community Centre is searching  

for a volunteer art tutor.  Do you know someone who 

might enjoy this role?  We need someone to motivate 

and guide a small group of long-term students who 

thrive on mutual support and a love of creative 

expression through painting.  Please contact Lesley via 

lesley@gpuc.org.au or call 0480 223 981. 

Drop Everything & Pray 
The recent Presbytery meeting called all its 

congregations and members to prayer for the month 

28 August to 30 October.  In a challenging season for 

the church, the focus of our prayer is: 

• To seek the Lord’s will and purpose for the 

Presbytery; 

• To listen for God’s voice telling us how we are to live 

in the current age; 

• To listen carefully to those who cannot longer keep 

things running as they used to, but find it hard to let 

go; and 

• To discover fresh ways to be the Church, welcoming 

new comers, teaching the Christ story and making 

disciples for Jesus. 

Anyone can pray at anytime, but we are especially 

encouraged to pray at 7:00am for congregations and 

at 7:00pm for lay and ordained leaders across the 

church.  For daily updates, you can also register via 

email at prayer@sccpresbytery.org.au  

I encourage you to be part of this Presbytery-wide 

initiative, individually and in groups, and wait upon  

our Lord. 

Steve Aynsley 

Gone Walkabout! 
Recently one of the display paintings from Gordon has 

been touring the countryside.  If you know of it’s latest 

destination, please contact Lesley on 0480 223 981 

Giving to GPUC 
If you would like to contribute, GPUC has several 

accounts where direct deposits can be made. 

Please contact our Treasurer, David Turner (via email 

at dat2nd@gmail.com) for details, including options 

for regular giving.  Credit card payments can also be 

made at the Church Offices. 

mailto:prayer@sccpresbytery.org.au
mailto:dat2nd@gmail.com


Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 
Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks must be 

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing 

(of 1.5m apart, except for household members) 

must be observed at all times. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish to 

remain masked, observe physical distancing and 

not sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants, and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple 

vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that 

servers must be masked. 

• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact 

details so that all attendees can be notified if an 

attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the second Sunday each month 

(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).   

For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033    Passcode: 875628 

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month,  

to explore life by reading a book in depth. 

The group will continue their discussion of 

“Wholehearted Faith”.   

Contact Heather McM for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly from 7:15—8:30pm in Gordon’s  

Red Room.  The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Bible Study 

Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   

The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings..   

Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84037851647pwd= 

Um1TN1R4dTJieC9Cc1BkYmRXeXhKZz09  

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

Friday Morning ‘Help Desk’ 
Our new Community Services Help Desk this week featured 

representatives from Ku-ring-gai Neighbourhood Centre.  

Uniting-LAC will be with us next week helping a number of 

people with questions about NDIS services.  We’re waiting 

on confirmation of more community service providers 

joining us during Community Centre time in the coming 

weeks. 

We hope this new initiative will create an awareness of our 

activities and bring new people to our Centre.  If you have 

any suggestions for organisations you would like to find out 

more about, please email Lesley via lesley@gpuc.org.au 

“Our days are happier when  

we give people a piece of our heart 

rather than a piece of our mind.” 

Unknown 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84037851647?pwd=Um1TN1R4dTJieC9Cc1BkYmRXeXhKZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84037851647?pwd=Um1TN1R4dTJieC9Cc1BkYmRXeXhKZz09
mailto:lesley@gpuc.org.au

