New Beginnings
Newsletter
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church
Sunday 11 Sep 2022

Playgroups at Gordon
Mondays with Courtney
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—1:30pm for a
Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola
9:30am—11:30am for regular Playgroup,
then 2:00—3:00pm Wednesdays for Baby
Book Club.
Fees: $7 per class, ($10 for two or more
children); or $50 for the full term.

If it has been a while since you have
visited the Pymble site…
There is parking onsite! Enter via the driveway on
Livingstone Ave and follow the arrows down. There are
2 more carpark levels. You cannot come back up the
ramp! Exit is via the next-door units’ driveway.
Another carpark is accessible directly off Everton St.
There is a lift! If you have parked on the first level down
the ramp, enter the single glass door and the lift is
immediately to your left, at the end of the corridor.
If you park on the second level down, enter the open
door outside the “Maths Room” (with double glass and
timber doors). Turn right to find the lift well.
If you have parked in the carpark directly off Everton St,
to find the lift you will need to come up one level via the
stairs. Then follow the directions above.
In the lift, press level 4 to find the church.
There is also an internal chairlift for the 10 or so steps
up to the church from the level 4 foyer. One of the
stewards can assist.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Jillian Cranney

A Message from Steve
This month the Presbytery calls us to have a particular
focus on prayer for our Presbytery and its
congregations. The encouragement is to pray each day
at 7:00am and 7:00pm, even if just for a short moment.
You can get daily updates by emailing
prayer@sccpresbytery.org.au Or simply pray for our
Presbytery leaders and staff, congregations known to
you, for ministers and lay people, for congregations
struggling with post-Covid changes, for renewal of
congregations, and so on. Prayer will focus our thoughts
on God and open us up to new insights.
Following last Sunday’s approval of the Congregational
Profile I am pleased to report it was approved by the
Pastoral Relations Committee of Presbytery on
Thursday. It will be reviewed by the executive of
ACOMP on 4 October, and if accepted will go to the full
ACOMP meeting on 18 October, where the Joint
Nominating Committee may receive some names to
speak with.
The flowers in the church this week are from Alf
Reichardt’s funeral service. Thanks to Ailsa for this
contribution to our worship.
Next Sunday 18 October we look forward to sharing a
baptism with the Gilchrist family.
Steve Aynsley

Art Tutor Needed
Our Friday morning Community Centre is searching
for a volunteer art tutor. Do you know someone who
might enjoy this role? We need someone to motivate
and guide a small group of long-term students who
thrive on mutual support and a love of creative
expression through painting. Please contact Lesley
via lesley@gpuc.org.au or call 0480 223 981.

Worship timetable
September services all 9:30am at Pymble

October services all 9:30am at Gordon

We’re getting there!
Our sincere thanks to the Business Team, who have
been busy arranging some much anticipated upgrades
to broken equipment! Gordon’s Church Sanctuary has
been made “toastier” with the installation of new
heaters and Pymble’s Kitchen is excited to have a snazzy
new dishwasher ready to christen this weekend.

Messy Church
Last Saturday we had a wonderful time constructing
houses from various materials.
During celebration we talked
about those that withstood the
“shake test” and those that
didn’t, and discussed the
importance of building our lives on the teaching of
Jesus. Everyone took a pebble home to
remind us of the importance of putting
Jesus’ words into action.
Matthew 7:24 Therefore
everyone who hears
these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on
the rock.

Luncheon Group
The Luncheon Group was delighted to be back in action
and get together this week at Judy Elmslie’s home. The
special attraction was Rick Barnes, who came to talk
about preparations for his next ocean kayak attempt to
paddle from Tasmania to New Zealand, and it was
wonderful to have 17 of us gathered to listen and ask
lots of questions. Thank you, Rick! The group hopes to
meet again on the first Thursday of October—watch out
for news closer to the date.

Next Men-U Mob Lunch
The next meeting of our great new social Men’s
Lunch Group, is Thursday 15 September at Killara
Golf Club, from 12:30pm. All men are warmly
invited and we look forward to
seeing you there! Please book
in with Andrew Cripwell or
Paul Swadling, contactable via
their Directory listings.

Would you like a new name tag?

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
• Ailsa Reichardt & all the family as they adjust to life
without Alf;
• Barry Colvin, who is settling in at Killara Gardens for
3 weeks’ respite care;
• Robanne Howie, who is home and recovering well
after vascular surgery on Monday;
• Preparations for our FFC Ukraine Fundraiser event;
• First Peoples as they generously share their wisdom &
insights into how to best care for this ancient land.
May we listen;
• Meaningful connections & conversations on R U OK
Day, 8 September, & every day. May we nurture a
culture that promotes self-care & work together to
overcome the stigma of mental illness; &
• Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. May she rest in
peace.

If you’d like a name tag, please let us know and
we’ll arrange one for you. Email the office via
info@gpuc.org.au to let us know your preferred
name for the tag and we’ll whip one up quicksmart!
This week we marked
“R U OK?” Day—our
national day of action
to remind one another
that every day is the right day to ask, “Are you OK?”
and start a meaningful
conversation when we
notice signs that someone
we care about might be
struggling. You don’t have
to be an expert—simply
listening and giving
someone your time might
be just what they need to
help them through.

Community Centre Stand at
Gordon Shopping Centre
We will be promoting GPUC once again with a stand at
the Gordon Centre shopping centre from Wednesday
through Friday, 21—23 September.

International Day of Peace
Interfaith Prayer Service
11:00am, Wednesday 21 September,
at Knox Cultural Centre,
Knox Grammar School.

This is our chance to say ‘Hello’ to our local community
and show them all the exciting things we have on at
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church. We will have updated
flyers and banners, but need you to bring your smiles
and warm connections to make our stand a success.

Religious leaders from First Nations, Baha’i, Buddhist,
Brahmakumaris, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jain, Jewish,
Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi and Zoroastrian communities will
offer prayers for peace and Dr Jan Fizzell, Senior Medical
Advisor for NSW Health, will give the occasional address.

We are planning two hour time slots (eg. 9—11am,
11am—1pm, 1pm—3pm and 3pm—5pm for each of
the three days) and would love to hear from anyone
who’s able to volunteer some time to meet and greet
our local community. Please contact Courtney or
Lesley if you would like to get involved.

The service will feature musical performances by school
students and an opportunity to light a candle for peace.
A light lunch will be provided afterwards.

Social Golf Day
6:30am sharp, Saturday 24 September 2022
Gordon Golf Club, 2 Lynn Ridge Ave, Gordon
Join us for another great day of golfing— everyone is
very welcome. Booking is essential.
Please contact Peter Barnes (via his Directory listing)
Directory
listing)
no later
ASAP but no
laterASAP
than but
Friday
16 September to secure
than
Friday
16advise
September
to secure
your spot
and
whether
you’ll be playing 9 or 18
your
holes.spot and advise whether you’ll
be playing 9 or 18 holes.

Carer’s Pamper Day
Pamper Day preparations for Thursday 20 October are
well underway. We do need some kind volunteers to
help with sandwich making and other activities.
If you’re able to help out on the day, please contact
Lesley on 0480 223 981 or via lesley@gpuc.org.au

Friendship Circle
Join us in the Marshall Hall
from 10:30am—12:30pm
on Monday 19 September for
our regular meeting.
This month Alan and Leonie Peterson will be telling us
all about their cycling trip through Portugal and Spain.

“If you can’t think
of anything nice to say,
you’re not thinking hard enough.”
Robby Novak

Please RSVP by 10 September to Rev Dr Manas Ghosh
on 0429 892 548 or email revmanasghosh@gmail.com

Ukraine Culture Night Fundraiser
Our Ukraine Fundraiser Event is almost here! Join us this
Friday, 16 September for a great night of entertainment.
There are a few places left, so please register online and
pop into the office to pay in advance to secure your spot.
All funds raised (after expenses) will go to the Ukraine
Crisis Appeal, run by the Australian Federation of
Ukrainian Organisations, partnered with Rotary Australia
World Community Services.

Friday Morning ‘Help Desk’
Next Friday, 16 September, a representative from TAFE
will be visiting our Community Services Help Desk.
Everyone is very welcome to come along and have a
chat about what TAFE has to offer. Please encourage all
your friends in the community to drop in!
If you have any suggestions for organisations you would
like to find out more about, please email Lesley via
lesley@gpuc.org.au
A Shared Path’s September issue is out
now. It’s available to read online via our
website and printed copies are at Gordon
and Pymble. If you’d like a copy posted to
you, please call or email either office.
Insights Spring 2022 edition
has arrived. Copies are available from
both Gordon and Pymble. If you’d like a
copy posted out, please call either office,
or email us via info@gpuc.org.au

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each
month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month,
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
The group will continue their discussion of
“Wholehearted Faith”.
Contact Heather McMaster for further details.
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly from 7:15—8:30pm in Gordon’s
Yellow Room. The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Bible Study
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,
from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly
booklets to explore the lectionary readings.
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647 Passcode: 958377
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• In common areas indoors, face masks must be

•

•

•

•

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing
(of 1.5m apart, except for household members)
must be observed at all times.
In church, face masks and physical distancing are
recommended, but not mandatory, except in the
marked back pews reserved for those who wish to
remain masked, observe physical distancing and
not sing.
For communion, the elements will be handed to
seated congregants, and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple
vaccinated.
At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing
are recommended, but not mandatory, except that
servers must be masked.
Visitors are asked to record their name and contact
details so that all attendees can be notified if an
attendee tests COVID-positive.

