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Playgroups at Gordon this week
Mondays with Courtney
9:30am—11:30am for regular Playgroup,
then 11:30am—1:30pm for
Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup,
then 2:00—3:00pm Wednesdays
for Baby Book Club.
Fees: $7 per class, ($10 for two or more children); or
$50 for the full term.

Playgroup Holiday Program
We are running a reduced Playgroup
schedule during the school holidays.
Our sessions will be:
Tuesday 27 September, 9:30-11:30am, when we will
have two young ballet students lead us in dance; and
Wednesday 5 October, 9:30-11:30am, come hang out
and join us for some craft, singing and play.
Fees: $7 per class, or $10 for two or more children.

If it has been a while since you have
visited the Pymble site…
There is parking onsite! Enter via the driveway on
Livingstone Ave and follow the arrows down. There
are 2 more carpark levels. You cannot come back up
the ramp! Exit is via the next-door units’ driveway.
Another carpark is accessible directly off Everton St.
There is a lift! If you have parked on the first level down
the ramp, enter the single glass door and the lift is
immediately to your left, at the end of the corridor.
If you park on the second level down, enter the open
door outside the “Maths Room” (with double glass and
timber doors). Turn right to find the lift well.

A Message from Steve
Today we welcome Robert and Rocio Gilchrist who have
brought their daughter Mia for baptism. We welcome
you and your family on this special day.
The Faith Development Team met recently and
discussed options for Sunday services when our
circumstances change as a congregation. We identified
some preaching resources locally and thought of our
own people who can contribute. Be assured we are
planning ahead, both for time between ministers and
when our new minister’s focus is spread wider.
I will be on holidays for three weeks from tomorrow,
returning on Monday 10 October. Di and I are looking
forward to some time together at Bundanoon and
perhaps beyond.
Sunday services will be covered by Lloyd Robinson,
Paul Swadling and Jon Humphries. For urgent pastoral
matters please contact Paul Swadling.
Thank you to all who attended and were involved in our
wonderful Ukrainian fund raiser on Friday night, it was a
huge success!
Steve Aynsley
If you have parked in the carpark directly off Everton St,
to find the lift you will need to come up one level via
the stairs. Then follow the directions above.

In the lift, press level 4 to find the church.
There is also an internal chairlift for the 10 or so steps
up to the church from the level 4 foyer. One of the
stewards can assist.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Robin Ruys

“When nothing goes right, go left.”
Unknown

Worship timetable
September services all 9:30am at Pymble

October services all 9:30am at Gordon

On the passing of Queen Elizabeth II
The Uniting Church acknowledges with sadness the death
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, who passed away
peacefully surrounded by her family at Balmoral Castle in
Scotland on 8 September.
President of the Uniting Church in Australia,
Rev Sharon Hollis, has offered this prayer:
God of life and death,
We give you thanks for the life of Queen Elizabeth.
For her faithfulness,
her life of service,
and dedication to duty.
We pray for all who now mourn her,
particularly her family,
the people of the United Kingdom and many others
around the world.
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
Amen.

Wisdom of the Elders Day
Wednesday, 23 November 2022
Ravenswood School for Girls
Ravenswood’s R.E. Department is delighted to once
more be able to host their “Wisdom of the Elders
Day”. They’d love to hear from any ladies in our
Presbytery who might like to join in this special
event for Year 10 girls.
On the day, visiting ladies meet with a group of 10—
10 students over a cup of tea and something to eat
to simply share their wisdom, particularly about how
they came to faith, and how it has resourced and
sustained them. There will be a choice of three 90
minute sessions across the school day, with
refreshments provided.
If you would like to take part in this unique event, or
would like further details, please email Kate Prowse
via kprowse@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au or Rev Jon
Humphries via jhumphries@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au
The girls also love seeing photos or mementos from
your life, so if you have any small items of “show
and tell” to bring in, that would be most welcome.

Men’s Casual Café Conversations

Thoughts & Prayers
We give thanks for
• All our volunteers who helped with our Ukrainian
Celebration night, especially our Ukrainian friends
who cooked & entertained us. We pray for justice &
peace in their homeland.
Pray for
• Steve & Di, may they have a time of relaxation &
rejuvenation;
• Our JNC members (John Barnes, Di Brown, Sue Conde,
Homayoon Khajooei, Tamara Robinson-MacLeod &
Janet Scott) as they work towards finding Steve’s
replacement; &
• A just peace for all in the Holy Land, as we mark the
World Week for Peace in Palestine & Israel from
15-22 September.

Would you like a new name tag?
If you’d like a name tag, please let us know.
Email the office via info@gpuc.org.au
to tell us your preferred name for the tag
and we’ll whip one up quicksmart!

Guys, do you feel like you need to get out more and
have some casual conversations over refreshments
with some of your mates?
Do you need more opportunities to catch up and
exchange personal stories with other guys and offer
each other friendship, support, and pastoral care?
A “Men’s Casual Café Conversation” group is
meeting on Mondays from 3:00pm—4:30pm at the
Copper Pan Café, Level 2, St Ives Shopping Village.
If you have the time, just pop in and join us (or
request a lift). No RSVP
is required. Just bring
yourself and, if you like,
bring along a mate too.
For more information
contact Bruce Kwong.

Community Garden Harvest
Our Community Garden beds are bursting with
goodies—please come down to the Gordon
“backyard” and help yourself this week to spinach,
rocket, snow peas, rosemary, mint and other herbs.

Community Centre Stand at
Gordon Shopping Centre
We will be promoting GPUC once again with a stand at
the Gordon Centre shopping centre from Wednesday
through Friday, 21—23 September.
This is our chance to say ‘Hello’ to our local community
and show them all the exciting things we have on at
Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church. We will have updated
flyers and banners, but need you to bring your smiles
and warm connections to make our stand a success.
We are planning two hour time slots (eg. 9—11am,
11am—1pm, 1pm—3pm and 3pm—5pm for each of
the three days) and would love to hear from anyone
who’s able to volunteer some time to meet and greet
our local community. Please contact Courtney or
Lesley if you would like to get involved.

Friendship Circle
Join us in the Marshall Hall
from 10:30am—12:30pm
on Monday 19 September
for our regular meeting.
Alan and Leonie Peterson will be telling us all about
their cycling trip through Portugal and Spain.

International Day of Peace
Interfaith Prayer Service
11:00am, Wednesday 21 September,
at Knox Cultural Centre,
Knox Grammar School.
Religious leaders from First Nations, Baha’i, Buddhist,
Brahmakumaris, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jain, Jewish,
Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi and Zoroastrian communities will
offer prayers for peace.

Social Golf Day
6:30am sharp, Saturday 24 September 2022
Gordon Golf Club, 2 Lynn Ridge Ave, Gordon
Here’s your final call for next weekend’s golfing day!
Please contact Peter Barnes via his Directory
listing if you have any last-minute queries.

Carer’s Pamper Day
Pamper Day preparations for Thursday 20 October are
well underway. We do need some kind volunteers to
help with sandwich making and other activities.
If you’re able to help out on the day, please contact
Lesley on 0480 223 981 or via lesley@gpuc.org.au

WCC Assembly 2022
The World Council of Churches 11th Assembly has
concluded with a final message from its delegates
calling for churches to act together to build a more
just and reconciled world.
The Assembly closed on 8 September after eight days
in the German city of Karlsruhe, gathering more than
3000 delegates and other participants from across the
global communion. To read more about this event,
visit https://uniting.church/wcc-wrap-up/

Friday Morning ‘Help Desk’
Next Friday, 23 September, a representative from the
Ku-ring-gai Neighbourhood Centre will be visiting our
Community Services Help Desk. Everyone is very
welcome to come along and have a chat. All your
friends in the community are also very welcome to
drop in! If you have any suggestions for organisations
you would like to find out more about, please email
Lesley via lesley@gpuc.org.au
A Shared Path’s September issue is out
now. It’s available to read online via our
website and printed copies are at Gordon
and Pymble. If you’d like a copy posted to
you, please call or email either office.
Insights Spring 2022 edition
has arrived. Copies are available from
both Gordon and Pymble. If you’d like a
copy posted out, please call either office,
or email us via info@gpuc.org.au

Healthy Brain Ageing Seminar
Monday 19 & Tuesday 20 September, 10am—Noon
Ku-ring-gai Council Chambers
Level 3, 818 Pacific Hwy, Gordon
Ku-ring-gai Council is offering two free seminars this
week led by Dr Katya Numbers and Saly Mahalingam
from the University of NSW’s Centre for Healthy Brain
Ageing. The talks will be about how to keep our brains
healthy as we age, plus valuable strategies for reducing
the risk and delaying the onset or progression of
cognitive decline.
The UNSW Centre’s work studies the characteristics of
very early behavioural symptoms of dementia (such as
self-reported memory decline) which may help to
identify early stages of the disease when interventions
are most effective.
There will be time for questions after the presentation
and refreshments will be provided.
To book visit https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-todo/Whats-on and search ‘Healthy brain ageing’ (details
of the two seminar sessions will be listed).

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each
month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month,
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
The group will continue their discussion of
“Wholehearted Faith”.
Contact Heather McMaster for further details.
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly from 7:15—8:30pm in Gordon’s
Yellow Room. The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Bible Study
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,
from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly
booklets to explore the lectionary readings.
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647 Passcode: 958377
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• In common areas indoors, face masks must be

•

•

•

•

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing
(of 1.5m apart, except for household members)
must be observed at all times.
In church, face masks and physical distancing are
recommended, but not mandatory, except in the
marked back pews reserved for those who wish to
remain masked, observe physical distancing and
not sing.
For communion, the elements will be handed to
seated congregants, and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple
vaccinated.
At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing
are recommended, but not mandatory, except that
servers must be masked.
Visitors are asked to record their name and contact
details so that all attendees can be notified if an
attendee tests COVID-positive.

