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A Message from Lloyd
This week we are celebrating Spring. We are using music
to guide our thinking. We are contrasting two pieces,
both about Spring, but they approach it from a
completely different experience.
The first piece is the first movement of Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons, ‘Spring’. Written in 1720, it is a beautiful piece
full of joy. There are masses of copies online, here is one
version (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRxof
Emo3HA). Max Richter has composed a variation that
suits a 21st century ear (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vvJoex-Kiec).
Stravinsky wrote ‘The Rite of Spring’ (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOZmlYgYzG4) as a ballet.
It received a rough (now famous) reception (https://
www.liveabout.com/rite-of-spring-riot-of-1913-723654)
with police called during the first half and they lost
control of the crowd in the second half. However, this
piece forever changed dance, from elegant to diverse.
Listen to the two pieces thinking about what the
composer might be telling us about Spring. What sort of
world does the composer imagine we live in? Is it
paradise, is it rough, is it elegant, is it dangerous?
What attracts us to the piece, its worldliness or
otherworldliness!

Playgroup Holiday Program
We are running a reduced Playgroup
schedule during the school holidays.
Our sessions will be:
Tuesday 27 September, 9:30-11:30am, when we will
have two young ballet students lead us in dance; and
Wednesday 5 October, 9:30-11:30am, come hang out
and join us for some craft,
singing and play.
Fees: $7 per class,
or $10 for two or more children.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
William Liu

If you come on Sunday morning, all the other pieces will
be about Spring. They are the ‘Song of the Lark’ by
Tchaikovsky (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rB24rV7CkAw) and ‘Spring Song’ by Mendelssohn
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mz5Rtx-Eu0).
Will Liu has returned for a short break from the UK and
will be playing for us.
I was reading this article during the week. The video
(https://holysoup.com/your-last-sermon-memorable-orforgettable/) is exploring “how much you remember
from the sermon this week?”.
In the meantime, I continue to hear stories of people
visiting each other. People who have never stopped
before to listen to each other’s stories. It is fantastic.
When I listen, I often hear the emotion in the person
who asked the other out. They experience surprise
and joy from hearing another’s story.
Keep it up!
Enjoy,
Lloyd Robinson
Chair,
Council

Welcome, baby!
Congratulations to Margi and Peter Abraham, who
are newly minted grandparents this week!
A beautiful granddaughter, Charlotte Marigold, was
born to Tom and Emily Abraham on Monday
19 September at the San. Everyone is doing well, and
our overjoyed new “Ma” and “Pa” send their thanks
to everyone for keeping the family in their prayers.

Friday Community Centre
is in recess for the school holidays.
Term 4 will begin on Friday 14 October.

Worship timetable
October services all 9:30am at Gordon
November services all 9:30am at Pymble

Thoughts & Prayers

Shopping Centre Stand Postponed
Due to the 22 September public holiday, our Community
Centre information stand at the Gordon Centre shopping
centre has been postponed. We’ll let you know when
we have new dates. If you’d still like to be on the list of
volunteers to “man” the stand, Courtney or Lesley
would love to hear from you.

Friendship Circle Craft
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first Monday
of each month for a cuppa and a cosy
chat while working on your current craft
project. Our next meeting will be on
Monday 3 October from
10:30am—12:30pm in the MacArthur Lounge.

Carer’s Pamper Day Helpers
Pamper Day preparations for Thursday 20 October are
well underway. We do need some kind volunteers to
help with sandwich making and other activities.
If you’re able to help out on the
day, please contact Lesley
on 0480 223 981 or via
lesley@gpuc.org.au

We give thanks for
• The safe arrival of Charlotte Marigold Abraham.
Pray for
• Our Ukrainian friends here, fearing for the safety
of loved ones in the Ukraine as the conflict
continues to escalate;
• Those in our community who are facing
challenges in their lives, including health issues;
• All Year 12 students as they prepare for their HSC
& International Baccalaureate exams;
• Those in our community travelling overseas;
• As we mark the “International Day of Peace” this
week, we pray for people who are impacted daily
by war & conflict, & for dialogue to lead the way
to peace. May the deep peace of Jesus guide us &
lead us in our lives; &
• All of earth's creatures impacted by the loss of
habitat & environmental degradation. We pray
for courage & commitment to seek new ways of
living that will limit our impact on the earth &
renew the land & waters around us.

Wisdom of the Elders Day
Wednesday, 23 November 2022
Ravenswood School for Girls
Ravenswood’s R.E. Department is delighted to once
more be able to host their “Wisdom of the Elders
Day”. They’d love to hear from any ladies in our
Presbytery who might like to join in this special
event for Year 10 girls.
On the day, visiting ladies meet with a group of 10—
10 students over a cup of tea and something to eat
to simply share their wisdom, particularly about
how they came to faith, and how it has resourced
and sustained them. There will be a choice of three
90 minute sessions across the school day, with
refreshments provided.
If you would like to take part in this unique event, or
would like further details, please email
Kate Prowse via kprowse@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au
or Rev Jon Humphries via jhumphries@ravenswood.
nsw.edu.au The girls also love seeing photos or
mementos from your life, so if you have any small
items of “show and tell” to bring in, that would be
most welcome.

FFC Ukraine Culture Night Fundraiser
WOW! What a successful night we had celebrating
Ukraine culture last Friday! With every ticket sold, it
was wonderful to see 70 happy people in the Hall at
Gordon. We feasted on delicious Ukrainian food made
with love from family recipes and were thoroughly
entertained by live music featuring modern and
traditional folk songs, an energetic folkloric dance
display and a magnificent piano recital, as well as
testing our knowledge of the Ukraine with a trivia quiz,
learning about traditional crafts and hearing stories of
life in the Ukraine.

outfits and also Lesley Burt for donating a fun range of
fancy dress costumes. We also thank our GPUC Wrap
With Love group who gifted 9 gorgeous blankets to be
passed on to newly arrived Ukrainian refugees.

Our Ukrainian families felt very much at home with the
hall (and guests) decorated in their national colours of
blue and yellow. It was also lovely to hear from them
how supportive and generous Australia and our local
communities have been.

We give sincere thanks to our Ukrainian families who
so generously donated all the homemade food to feed
us, and volunteered their time and wonderful
performances to make this event possible. No matter
what age, we all enjoyed ourselves tremendously...
and we have to say how good it was to once again be
able to host an event of this size!

The Silent Auction was a hit and we thank Vivienne
Cable for her donation of several designer ladieswear

We are thrilled to report that our incredible GPUC
community (including the Friendship Circle group and
many others who were unable to attend) has now
raised almost $4,000, which will go to the Ukraine Crisis
Appeal run by the Australian Federation of Ukrainian
Organisations, partnered with Rotary Australia World
Community Services.

Have you lost your mobile phone?
A mobile phone was found at the entrance to the
Pymble carpark this week. The phone is password
protected so we can’t establish its number to call the
owner. If you or someone you know has been at
Pymble and is now missing their phone, please
contact Sonja via email to info@gpuc.org.au or
call 9983 9879 Wednesday through Friday.

To donate direct visit www.ukrainecrisisappeal.org

Men’s Casual Café Conversations
Guys, do you feel like you need to get out more and
have some casual conversations over refreshments
with some of your mates?
Do you need more opportunities to catch up and
exchange personal stories with other guys and offer
each other friendship, support, and pastoral care?
A “Men’s Casual Café Conversation” group is meeting
on Mondays from 3:00pm—4:30pm at the Copper Pan
Café, Level 2, St Ives Shopping Village.
If you have the time, just pop in and join us (or request
a lift). No RSVP is
required. Just bring
yourself and, if you like,
bring along a mate too.
For more information
contact Bruce Kwong.
Insights Spring 2022 edition
has arrived. Copies are available from
both Gordon and Pymble. If you’d like a
copy posted out, please call either office,
or email us via info@gpuc.org.au

A Shared Path’s September issue is out
now. It’s available to read online via our
website and printed copies are at Gordon
and Pymble. If you’d like a copy posted to
you, please call or email either office.

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each
month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month,
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
Contact Heather McMaster for further details.
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly from 7:15—8:30pm in Gordon’s
Yellow Room. The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Bible Study
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,
from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly
booklets to explore the lectionary readings.
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647 Passcode: 958377
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• In common areas indoors, face masks must be
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•

•

•

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing
(of 1.5m apart, except for household members)
must be observed at all times.
In church, face masks and physical distancing are
recommended, but not mandatory, except in the
marked back pews reserved for those who wish to
remain masked, observe physical distancing and
not sing.
For communion, the elements will be handed to
seated congregants, and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple
vaccinated.
At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing
are recommended, but not mandatory, except that
servers must be masked.
Visitors are asked to record their name and contact
details so that all attendees can be notified if an
attendee tests COVID-positive.

