
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Alan Peterson 
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Playgroups at Gordon 
Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am—11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am—1:30pm for a  

Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola 

9:30am—11:30am for regular Playgroup,  

then 2:00—3:00pm Wednesdays for 

Baby Book Club. 

Fees:  $7 per class, ($10 for two or more children);  

or $50 for the full term. 

Today after the service we hold an important 

Congregation Meeting, where we will propose the 

approval of the Congregational Profile towards a  

new minister.   

While we had anticipated a second minister, we now 

have adjusted the single minister role to cover both 

growth in our family ministry as well as ministry with 

our morning congregation.   

Subsequently there is a change in the Position 

Description to accommodate this.  The documents and 

the agenda for the meeting were sent out on Thursday.  

Morning Tea will be available after the meeting. 

We hope that the new pattern of Sunday worship will 

help to further grow our congregation together, as we 

meet together each week.   

All September’s services will be at Pymble at 9.30am 

and then all October will be at Gordon at 9.30, and so 

on.  Attendants at Pymble will be on site to assist with 

navigating the parking and lifts, which are all a bit 

unusual until you get acquainted. 

A reminder that the funeral service for Alf Reichardt will 

be held Monday 5 September at 11.00am at Gordon, 

followed by refreshments in the Hall.  We continue to 

uphold Ailsa and her family with love and prayer. 

A funeral for Judy Northcott will be held at the Pymble 

Church on Tuesday at 12 noon. 

Steve Aynsley 

If it has been a while since you have 
visited the Pymble site… 

There is parking onsite!  Enter via the driveway on 

Livingstone Ave and follow the arrows down.  There are 

2 more carpark levels.  You cannot come back up the 

ramp!  Exit is via the next-door units’ driveway.  Another 

carpark is accessible directly off Everton St. 

There is a lift!  If you have parked on the first level down 

the ramp, enter the single glass door and the lift is 

immediately to your left, at the end of the corridor. 

If you park on the second level down, enter the open 

door outside the “Maths Room” (with double glass and 

timber doors).  Turn right to find the lift well. 

If you have parked in the carpark directly off Everton St, 

to find the lift you will need to come up one level via the 

stairs.  Then follow the directions above. 

In the lift, press level 4 to find the church. 

There is also an internal chairlift for the 10 or so steps 

up to the church from the level 4 foyer.  One of the 

stewards can assist. Upcoming Events for Your Calendar! 
16 September  FFC’s Ukraine Culture Night Fundraiser 

20 October  Carers’ Pamper Day 

30 October  Stir Up Sundays begin 

20 November  Jacaranda Concert 

It’s lovely to see  
Ravenswood girls 

back in chapel! 



Luncheon Group Returns! 
We look forward to the Luncheon Group meeting 

together once again—it’s been quite some time now 

following the impact of Covid on our regular gatherings. 

You are warmly invited to come on 

Thursday 8 September, at 12 noon,  

to the home of Judy Elmslie in Gordon 

(see her Directory listing), when we 

will be delighted to welcome Rick 

Barnes who will speak to us about his 

plans for his next sea trip on Blue 

Moon to New Zealand. 

Bring your own sandwich or your lunch choice, and we 

will provide tea, coffee and cake.  Please let Judy know  

if you’re planning to come.  If you haven’t been to one of 

our Luncheon Group gatherings before, we can assure 

you of a warm welcome. 

Worship timetable  

for the coming weeks 
September services all 9:30am at Pymble 

October services all 9:30am at Gordon 

Notice of Congregation Meeting 
A meeting of the congregation will be held on  

Sunday, 4 September 2022 following morning 

worship at Pymble. 

At the meeting, there will be the opportunity to  

(1) approve application being made for a minister 

to replace Steve, (2) approve an updated 

Congregation Profile, (3) be informed of the 

proposed Position Description for the Minister,  

(4) appoint representatives to the Joint Nominating 

Committee, and (5) receive an update on our 

property options. 

We realise it’s Father’s Day!  But we hope you will 

be able to commit some time to attend this 

important meeting.  Copies of the Profile and 

Position Description will be available online and at 

both sites. 

Frontier Services Helps Cockburn 
Frontier Services is on a mission to save Cockburn— 

a community 50km west of Broken Hill that you 

could be forgiven for calling a ‘ghost town’.  Once a 

mining and railway centre back in the late 1800s and 

early 1900s, it’s now in need of a facelift to avoid 

fading away. 

Enter Frontier 

Services with a 

team of 18 Outback 

Links volunteers, 

who recently 

provided practical help to tackle a host of 

maintenance work around the town, including 

revitalising the Cockburn Community Hotel. 

The hotel is the only public meeting place in the 

town, which has a total of six residents living in 

isolation away from easy access to vital services.  Ian, 

the hotel manager said, “Sometimes all you need is a 

helping hand, and someone willing to share a cuppa 

and a yarn.  It goes a long way in reassuring people 

they’re not alone.” 

Next Men-U Mob Lunch 
The next meeting of our great new social Men’s 

Lunch Group, is coming up soon at Killara Golf Club 

on Thursday 15 September, from 12:30pm. 

All men are warmly invited and we look forward  

to seeing you there!   

Please book in with  

Andrew Cripwell or  

Paul Swadling, contactable 

via their Directory listings. 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Ailsa Reichardt & family as they grieve Alf’s loss; 

• Barry Colvin, who is in respite care at the San; 

• The work of the Wayside Chapel and for the 
leadership of Jon Owen; 

• The open-heartedness of the Uniting Church as we 
seek to live as communities where all are welcomed  
& included; & 

• God's glorious & diverse creation that surrounds us 
with colour and life.  May we be attentive to 
creation’s cry for renewal, & each take actions to 
protect & help sustain the world around us. 



Ukraine Culture Night Fundraiser 
Join our FFC families for our Ukraine Fundraiser Event on  

Friday, 16 September.  Tables are nearly sold out!  We’re 

arranging 10 tables of 6 for an evening of Ukrainian food 

and music.  The children will also be writing some cards 

to send to families in the Ukraine.  Please register online 

and pop into the office to pay in advance to secure your 

spot.  All funds raised (after expenses) will go to the 

Ukraine Crisis Appeal, run by the Australian Federation of 

Ukrainian Organisations, partnered with Rotary Australia 

World Community Services. 

Gone Walkabout! 
Recently one of the display paintings from Gordon has 

been touring the countryside.  If you know of it’s latest 

destination, please contact Lesley on 0480 223 981 

Social Golf Day 
6:30am sharp, Saturday 24 September 2022 

Gordon Golf Club, 2 Lynn Ridge Ave, Gordon 

Join us for another great day of golfing— 

everyone is very welcome.   

Booking is essential.   

Please contact Peter Barnes (via 

his Directory listing) ASAP but no 

later than Friday 16 September to 

secure your spot and advise 

whether you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

Community Centre Stand at 

Gordon Shopping Centre 
We will be promoting GPUC once again with a stand at 

the Gordon Centre shopping centre from Wednesday 

through Friday, 21—23 September.   

This is our chance to say ‘Hello’ to our local community 

and show them all the exciting things we have on at 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church.  We will have updated 

flyers and banners, but need you to bring your smiles 

and warm connections to make our stand a success.   

We are planning two hour time slots (eg. 9—11am, 

11am—1pm, 1pm—3pm and 3pm—5pm for each of 

the three days) and would love to hear from anyone 

who’s able to volunteer some time to meet and greet 

our local community.  Please contact Courtney or 

Lesley if you would like to get involved. 

International Day of Peace  

Interfaith Prayer Service 
       11:00am, Wednesday 21 September,  

                 at Knox Cultural Centre,  

                  Knox Grammar School. 

Religious leaders from First Nations, Baha’i, Buddhist, 

Brahmakumaris, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jain, Jewish, 

Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi and Zoroastrian communities will 

offer prayers for peace and Dr Jan Fizzell, Senior Medical 

Advisor for NSW Health, will give the occasional address. 

The service will feature musical performances by school 

students and an opportunity to light a candle for peace.  

A light lunch will be provided afterwards. 

Please RSVP by 10 September to Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 

on 0429 892 548 or email revmanasghosh@gmail.com 



A Long Walk Home 
Many thanks to Bruce Kwong for sharing these touching 

words from Jon Owen, Pastor and CEO of Wayside 

Chapel (pictured below), about how powerful an impact 

being part of a welcoming and supportive community 

has on our lives. 

“Context matters.  There is a beautiful man who is well 

known and loved in the Bondi community.  From humble 

beginnings he entered a trade and began his working  

life in earnest.  As young men tend to do, he had a night 

out with his mates but, due to a combination of bad luck  

and poor decisions, the night changed the course of his 

life forever. 

After a terrible incident he ended up in hospital for some 

time, suffering damage to his body and brain from which 

he would never recover.  He quietly settled into his new 

life living with disabilities and, though so much had 

changed, he still had the love of his family and a 

community around him for support. 

He soon needed assistance with accommodation , which 

he settled into once his mum got old and needed care 

herself.  A regular at our Community Service Centre in 

Bondi, he is known as a quirky soul, with a heart full of 

warmth and care, and a head full of the corniest jokes 

and hilarious, if not repetitive, narratives.  He remembers 

names and always moves towards love and care, often 

leaving little hand-written notes that warm the heart.   

He is a living reminder of our common need for care and 

connection, a place where we are known and can be 

known.  He will always greet you with a smile and ask you 

how you and your family are. 

Then, almost overnight, he was transferred to new 

accommodation on the other side of Sydney with little to 

no warning.  Even though this new place had all the same 

support he needed to live, the staff soon found him 

becoming weaker and weaker.  They encouraged him 

to take walks, but that only made him worse. 

In this new community, people were afraid of him.  

When he walked up to them to chat, they would hurry 

away and shield their children from him.  Teenagers 

began to make fun of him, calling him a ‘freak’, which 

made his life more of a misery.  One morning he 

vanished.  A few days later he turned up back in Bondi 

at our chapel, dishevelled but with a big smile on his 

face.  He almost collapsed from dehydration as he had 

walked the whole way back to his home base. 

He was taken to his favourite place to be (after the 

chapel), our Community Service Centre, where the 

team supported him until he was able to tell them that 

he wanted to come home.  They helped arrange a 

transfer back to accommodation nearby, where he is 

now once again surrounded by a community that 

knows him and holds his story. 

Beyond food and shelter, we possess a need to be in a 

place where we are known.  Healthy communities hold 

stories.  Within these stories we find a meaning, love 

and identity that we can all too easily lose when we are 

away from our community.  Loneliness sometimes can 

be just as much a function of geography as it can be a 

longing for purpose and connection. 

As I was writing this note, he ambled up to me, asking 

how my wife was, reassuring me that if anything were 

to happen to her, he would be prepared to marry her.  

We both smiled and shared a 

laugh that warmed us up on 

this first day of Spring.” 

Gordon Library—History Week 
Tuesday, 6 September 6:30-7:30pm  (Free) 

Jackie Bailey is an author, independent funeral director, 

civil celebrant and interfaith minister.  

Jackie will talk about her debut novel 

‘The Eulogy’ and her research into the 

Japanese occupation of Singapore 

during WW2 and Australian involvement in the Cold War 

in Southeast Asia. 

Wednesday, 7 September 6:30-7:30pm  (Free) 

Adam Courtenay is a bestselling historical 

writer and the son of Bryce Courtenay.  

Adam’s latest book ‘Three Sheets to the 

Wind’ tells of how a motley crew of 

merchant seamen walked 600 miles to save 7000 

gallons of rum!  Join Adam to hear more about his 

research into this little-known event that changed the 

course of Australian history. 

Thursday, 8 September 6:30-7:30pm  (Free) 

Hear Alexandra Wong, Research 

Fellow at the University of 

Western Sydney’s Institute for 

Culture and Society, speak about 

the hidden history of Sydney’s Chinatown and the 

rarely acknowledged perspective of Chinese 

Australians, who were victims of racial discrimination 

stemming from the White Australia Policy. 

Register via Library Events at www.krg.nsw.gov.au 



Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 
Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks must be 

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing 

(of 1.5m apart, except for household members) 

must be observed at all times. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish to 

remain masked, observe physical distancing and 

not sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants, and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple 

vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended, but not mandatory, except that 

servers must be masked. 

• Visitors are asked to record their name and contact 

details so that all attendees can be notified if an 

attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the second Sunday each month 

(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).   

For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033    Passcode: 875628 

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month,  

to explore life by reading a book in depth. 

The group will continue their discussion of 

“Wholehearted Faith”.   

Contact Heather McM for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly from 7:15—8:30pm in Gordon’s  

Yellow Room.  The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Bible Study 

Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   

The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings..   

Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84037851647pwd= 

Um1TN1R4dTJieC9Cc1BkYmRXeXhKZz09  

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

Friday Morning ‘Help Desk’ 
Our new Community Services Help Desk this week featured 

Uniting-LAC helping a number of people with questions 

about NDIS services.  On 16 September we’ll have 

representatives from TAFE joining us.  We’re waiting on 

confirmation of more community service providers joining 

us during Community Centre time in the coming weeks. 

We hope this new initiative will create an awareness of our 

activities and bring new people to our Centre.  If you have 

any suggestions for organisations you would like to find out 

more about, please email Lesley via lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Giving to GPUC 
If you would like to contribute, GPUC has several 

accounts where direct deposits can be made. 

Please contact our Treasurer, David Turner (via email at 

dat2nd@gmail.com) for details, including options for 

regular giving.  Credit card payments can also  

be made at the Church Offices. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84037851647?pwd=Um1TN1R4dTJieC9Cc1BkYmRXeXhKZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84037851647?pwd=Um1TN1R4dTJieC9Cc1BkYmRXeXhKZz09
mailto:lesley@gpuc.org.au
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