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A Message from Steve
It was significant for our church to host the large
congregation that gathered for John Pender’s
Thanksgiving Service on Friday at Pymble. And it was
great to hear all those tributes of John’s passion for life,
his constant encouragement to remain hopeful, and his
service to the church.

John took some lectures while I was at college and
I remember one concluding lesson, when he gave
every student a cassette (yes, it was a while ago) of
a particular address by one of his favourite speakers—
I think it was John Westerhoff. And he told us to take it
out and play it when ministry was tough and we were
unsure why we chose this path.

Ravenswood Carnival Returns
Get your diaries out! The Ravenswood Parents’
Association has announced a Carnival & Carols event on
Saturday 12 November, from 11am to 4pm, and GPUC is
taking the opportunity to host a stand to promote all our
wonderful activities.
Courtney is co-ordinating a roster for volunteers to run
the stand in 1-hour shifts. Volunteer now and help show
both the school and local communities how amazing we
are and what we have to offer. Bring your family along,
too — for rides, food, market stalls and all day
entertainment. To volunteer or find out more details,
email Courtney via courtney@gpuc.org.au

Playgroups at Gordon this week
Tuesdays:
9:30am—11:30am Nicola
for regular Playgroup, and then
11:30am—1:30pm Courtney
for Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Wednesdays:
9:30am—11:30am Nicola for regular Playgroup.
Fees: $7 per class, $10 for two or more children,
or $50 for the full term.

I did listen to it at times, and it was good, but what
strikes me now about that act was John’s grounding in
the realities of life and ministry and his thoughtful
preparation and care for us by providing every student
a copy.
It was also good to hear that the Pymble Congregation
was a good balm for him after a difficult redundancy at
the Centre For Ministry. What a dear saint—as we
remember All Saints Day this week.

Steve Aynsley

MJC Christmas Cards & Shortbread
Come along and join the MJC Working Group on
Friday 18 November, from 1:00pm at Gordon for an
afternoon of making Christmas cards and shortbread
gift parcels for the 120 students, staff and directors of
Margaret Jurd College. Please contact Nicola on
0417 496 390 or via nicola@gpuc.org.au if you’re able
to join us.
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Jillian Cranney

The Thanksgiving Service for John Pender was recorded and
is now up on our regular YouTube site. You can watch it via
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting

GPUC Notice of Congregation
Meeting and Elections
to Church Council 2022
A meeting of the Congregation will be held on Sunday,
20 November 2022, at approximately 10:30am
following morning worship at Pymble.
At the meeting annual reports will be received, and
there will be an election of the chairperson and
secretary of the congregation, the appointment of two
lay members of Presbytery, and an election of members
of the Church Council.
In electing members of the Church Council, the
Regulations of The Uniting Church in Australia state that
the Congregation shall recognise and appoint members
who are endowed with gifts fitting them for the
responsibilities of the office.
The term of office of an elected Church Councillor is for
such period from one to five years as is stipulated by
the nominee and for which period the person is then
elected by the Congregation. At the expiry of the term
the Church Councillor shall be eligible for re-election.
We invite nominations for Church Councillors. If you
know of someone who you believe has the gifts for this
office, you may like to ask them to consider nomination.
Nomination forms which need to be signed by the
nominee and a nominator, are available from the office
or by request at info@gpuc.org.au . Nominations will
close on Wednesday, 9 November 2022.
The following Council members will complete their
current term on Council at the meeting and are eligible
for re-election: Sue Conde, Sue Cripwell, Lloyd Robinson
and Wendy Wallin.
David Hodges, co-opted to the Council in March until
the November meeting, is also eligible for election.
Even if all those who will complete their terms are
re-elected, there are vacancies on the Council which
could be filled.
If you would like more information, please contact Sue
Conde, Chairperson of the Congregation, at
sue.conde@gpuc.org.au .
Sonja will be working remotely on Thursday & Friday,
10 & 11 November. She’ll still be contactable via
info@gpuc.org.au or on 0419 218 084.

Worship timetable
November services all 9:30am at Pymble
December services all 9:30am at Gordon

Thoughts & Prayers
We pray for
• Margaret Pender & all the family, following John’s

funeral & thanksgiving services.
• Peter Moate & all the family, as they come to
terms with the loss of Rosalie.
• David Conde, as he undergoes a delicate
procedure this Friday to remove a facial lump
near his ear. Pray for a good outcome & for
peace of mind.
• All Year 12 students, who can now have a wellearned rest on completion of their final exams.
• The ministry of our local UC schools, Ravenswood
& Pymble Ladies College—for the pastoral care &
ministry the chaplains provide, & the ongoing
relationship with the Uniting Church.
• Those who have lost their loved ones in the crowd
crush in South Korea. We pray for God’s comfort
& strength to surround them.

Many Happy Returns
to Judy Pitman,
who celebrates
her 90th Birthday
this week!

News of Phoebe
Flo and David Brawn’s
athletic granddaughter,
Phoebe Cridland, is currently
training in Norway for the
Australian Cross Country Ski
Team. We wish her the best
of luck for her upcoming competitions in Austria,
Lake Placid (USA), Norway and Slovenia.

With Love to the World Renewals
It’s the time of year when we renew our subscriptions
to With Love to the World. If you’re receiving a paper
copy of each issue, could you please advise us (phone
Sue Conde or email Sonja via accounts@gpuc.org.au)
whether you’d like to renew for 2023—the year starts
with the Advent issue which we have now received at
the church office.
The cost of an annual subscription is $24 per year
(however, if you’d like to pay $25 per year, this helps
us to pay for the extra copies we order to have
available for new readers). You can pay in cash or by
credit card to Sonja at the Pymble church office (on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays), or you can pay
directly to the Church’s bank account:
Gordon UC Working Account , BSB: 634-634, Account
No.: 100015578, remembering to mark your deposit
as “WLTW” and include your surname so we know
who it is from.

Friendship Circle Craft
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first Monday
of each month for a cuppa and a cosy chat while
working on your current craft project.
Our next meeting is on Monday
7 November from 10:30am—12:30pm
in the MacArthur Lounge.

Men-U Mob
The next Men-U-Mob lunch will
be held on 17 November from
12:30pm at Killara Golf Club.

This month the guys will meet
and eat at the main casual dining area on the lower
level. We suggest you park at the top parking area, walk
down and enter via the bottom (Members’) car park.
Paul has an important family event on, so is unable to
attend this time. If you are able to join us, please call
Andrew Cripwell via his Directory listing—he’s looking
forward to seeing you all.

Coffee ’n’ Craft Group
Mondays, 10am—12pm at Gordon
Join us for some crafting, coffee and a warm chat.
Bring along your own project to work on in good
company. Contact Lyn Kwong or Pru Tout.

If you’d like help with any further information about
renewals, please get in touch with Sue Conde.
(If you’re already using WLTW on the app on your
iPad, phone or tablet, you’ll automatically be notified
to renew your subscription 12 months from when
it started.)

Women’s Forum
Ku-ring-gai Council is hosting a free Women’s Forum
aimed at promoting gender equality and raising
awareness of issues that affect women in Ku-ring-gai.
The Forum will be held on Monday 7 November from
6:00—7.30pm at Roseville Golf Club, 4 Links Avenue
Roseville. Free parking is available at the Club.
Keynote speaker Tracey Spicer will discuss what
having a voice means to women and the importance
of encouraging women to develop and stand true in
their experiences.
Following Tracey’s presentation, she will join Dr
Jacqueline Mackaway (an academic in the School of
Social Science at Macquarie University) and Ivana Lam
(a current Year 10 student at Killara High School) for a
panel discussion.
Issues for discussion will include: Can women stand
up for their rights without consequences? What are
the great challenges and opportunities facing women
in Australia? How do international movements like
the events in Iran and Afghanistan impact on
Australia’s position on women's rights? What will
gender equality look like in the future and how do we
support the next tier of women leaders?

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each
month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge.
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday. On 20 Nov we will
study the book of Ruth. Our sessions will begin with
one or two interesting video clips by Dr Lisa Wolfe.
Contact Heather McMaster for further details.
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly at Gordon. Join us at 6:30pm for dinner,
or come at 7:30pm for our discussion.
The discussion focuses on exploring faith in our
contemporary world. Meeting in person and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923 Passcode: 212262
Bible Study
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,
from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly
booklets to explore the lectionary readings.
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647 Passcode: 958377
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• In common areas indoors, face masks must be

•

•

•

•

worn and, as far as practicable, physical distancing
(of 1.5m apart, except for household members)
must be observed at all times.
In church, face masks and physical distancing are
recommended, but not mandatory, except in the
marked back pews reserved for those who wish to
remain masked, observe physical distancing and
not sing.
For communion, the elements will be handed to
seated congregants, and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves, and be triple
vaccinated.
At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing
are recommended, but not mandatory, except that
servers must be masked.
Visitors are asked to record their name and contact
details so that all attendees can be notified if an
attendee tests COVID-positive.

